
BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

GULF — Chatham County lost its 
“simple man” when country music 
legend Charlie Daniels passed away on 
July 6 at the age of  83.

Daniels, who was born in 1936 in 
Wilmington, spent a few formative 
years in Chatham County, attending 
Goldston High School. Though those 
years may have been brief, they argu-
ably had an immense impact on his 
fate: it was while living in Chatham 
that Daniels picked up a guitar and was 
taught his first chords by his friend, 
Chatham native Russell Palmer.

That moment cemented Daniels’ 
history in Chatham County and lifelong 
friendship with Palmer and began his 
rise to music stardom and fame.

Rayvon King, the owner of  JR Moore 
& Son in Gulf  and a childhood friend 
of  Daniels, reminisced on his friend’s 
passing last week. 

“He lived in or around Gulf  two 
times,” King said. “His dad worked for 
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Group: Justice 
for county’s 
6 lynching 

victims
BY CHAPEL FOWLER

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Elected officials, 
activists and community members 
gathered Saturday afternoon at the 
Chatham County Justice Center to 
push for “an America that works for 
all,” economic justice and a public 
recognition and memorialization for 
the county’s six lynching victims.

The hour-long ceremony, spon-
sored by the nonprofit organization 
Community Remembrance Coalition 
Chatham, drew a crowd of  about 120 
people.

Masks and social distancing were 
required at the event, and organizers 
placed iced coolers of  water bottles 
around the venue to combat nearly 
90-degree heat. Chatham Street, the 
road directly in front of  the court-
house, was blocked off, and speakers 
addressed the crowd from a central 
podium.

In the event’s opening address, Rev. 
Corey Little, the pastor at Mitchell 
Chapel AME Zion Church in Pitts-
boro, condemned the “sick condi-
tions” of  racism in society.

He also encouraged people to 
metaphorically build bridges in their 
communities, which he described as 
stronger than just bonds. Bridging, 
Little said, is like the lubricant WD-40 
— it has a knack for bringing people 
together, even if  takes a little legwork 
to achieve that fit.

“When the ugliness and the grime 
emerges, we need people willing to 
clean up,” Little said. “We welcome 
you to build bridges.”

After an invocation and pledge 
of  allegiance — with a critical look 
at the phrase “justice for all” — 
Mary Nettles, the president of  East 
Chatham branch of  the NAACP, 
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Country music legend 
had deep Chatham ties

CHARLIE DANIELS | 1936-2020

‘Greatest Generation’ ranks 
lessened with Jones’ death

BY BOB WACHS
News + Record Staff 

Ben Jones is the kind of  person Tom 
Brokaw had in mind when he penned 
his 1998 bestselling book “The Greatest 
Generation” about the men and women 
who saved America during World War 
II — and then returned home to build a 
great and grateful nation.

Referring to those folks as “the great-
est generation any society has ever 
produced,” Brokaw documented the life 
and war stories of  some of  the millions 
who, he said, in their late teens and ear-
ly 20s should have been at home “filled 
with innocent adventure, love and the 
lessons of  the workaday world.”

“But instead, they were fighting in 
the most primitive conditions possi-
ble across the bloodied landscape of  
France, Belgium, Italy and Austria and 
the coral islands of  the Pacific...not for 
fame and recognition but because it 

BEN JONES | 1919-2020

CN+R file photo by David Bradley

Photographs taken more than 70 years 
ago still tell their story. Ben Jones, 
then nearly 100 years old, holds a 
photo that shows himself, Larry Mize 
and Whirlwind McCool, (left to right), 
with the 316th fighter squadron. Jones 
died at the age of 101.See JONES, page A10See DANIELS, page A6

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

A plaque honoring Charlie Daniels 
at JR Moore & Son, a store in Gulf 
where Daniels and his friend, Russell 
Palmer, would play music on the 
porch.

Local News Relief Grant used to boost coverage
CN+R STAFF REPORT

CN+R Staff Report

Back in May, the News + Record was 
named one of  just 144 local U.S. news 

organizations — and one 
of  just nine in all of  North 
Carolina — as a recipient 
of  a Facebook Journalism 
Project COVID-19 Local 
News Relief  Grant.

Now, the work the grant 
will support is beginning.

Victoria Johnson, a 2020 
graduate of  UNC-Chapel 

Hill’s Hussman School of  Journalism 

and Media and a native of  Greensboro, 
has joined the staff of  the newspaper 
as part of  the grant, News + Record 
Publisher and Editor Bill Horner III 
said. The $30,300 in grant funds award-
ed to the News + Record will support a 
four-month reporting project to specifi-
cally explore the economic and cultural 
impact of  COVID-19 on Chatham Coun-
ty’s Latinx community. The funds will 
cover Johnson’s compensation, aid with 
existing staff costs and help support 
photography, translation services and 
special printing projects.

“Victoria will focus full-time for the 
next four months on telling the story of  

how COVID has affected families in our 
Latinx community,” Horner said. “She 
has spent her first two weeks making 
connections in the community and in 
meetings and on Zoom calls with people 
such as Ilana Dubester of  the Hispanic 
Liaison, and we’ve worked up a plan for 
longform stories that spotlight issues 
that aren’t being told.”

More than 2,000 news organizations 
applied for one of  the grants. 

According to Facebook project 
officials, the fund is supporting many 
publishers who are hardest hit by this 
crisis: nearly 80 percent of  recipients 
are family- or independently owned, 

and more than half  are published by or 
for communities of  color.

Johnson, who is bilingual, spent her 
junior year of  college in two different 
cities in Spain — Pamplona and Oviedo 
— to work on her language fluency.

“I studied journalism, history, litera-
ture and more in both cities with regu-
lar Spanish students and other Span-
ish-speaking international students, 
many of  whom came from Mexico and 
other Latin American countries,” she 
said.

This experience, she said, has pre-
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Johnson

See JOHNSON, page A3

GULF COUNTRY STORE IS A FAMILY AFFAIR

BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

GULF — At JR Moore & 
Son — a “country store with 
a little bit of  everything” in 
Gulf  — the shelves tell the 
story of  an eclectic fami-
ly-owned store that stands 
as one of  the last of  its kind.

Walls fully stocked with 
work boots and Carhartt 
jackets quickly turn into 
rows of  personalized store 
baseball caps, and then 
there’s old-fashioned candy 
orange slices, decorative 

pocket knives and hardware 
supplies.

There’s no online shop-
ping cart and no barcodes. 
Instead, there are handwrit-
ten and stickered itemized 
prices — and no clear-cut 
path to navigate the aisles. 
Because of  heightened 
demand during the corona-
virus, there aren’t a lot of  
canning supplies or garden-
ing seeds left, either.

Unlike many other small 
businesses though, there 
are still a lot of  customers 
coming in to shop, and to 
buy.

“Actually, our business 
picked up and you know, 
we’re very, very thankful,” 
said Julie King-McDaniel, 
the co-owner of  JR Moore & 
Son. “It does worry me a lit-
tle bit, that come the holiday 
season we’re not gonna be 
able to get as much prod-
uct as we would want and 
normally have on hand. So 
that’s the only reason I’m 
not very optimistic, because 
people have been good to us.

“Wouldn’t you say, Dad-
dy?” King-McDaniel turns 
to her 79-year-old father, 
Rayvon King, who nods 

enthusiastically.
JR Moore & Son is a family 

affair — King has worked at 
the store since 1968, when 
then-owner Richard Moore 
invited him to the business. 
After Moore died in 1978, King 
bought the remaining share 
of the business and contin-
ues to carry on the country 
store’s charm to this day. 
King-McDaniel joined her 
dad as a partner and owner in 
2011, and as she did growing 
up, her 16-year-old son, Colin 
McDaniel, is spending the 

See STORE, page A6
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‘I’m proud of what he has done and created,’ said JR Moore & Son’s Julie King-McDaniel, pictured here with her 
father, Rayvon King, who has owned the store since 1968.
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ON THE AGENDA

The Chatham County Board 
of Education will hold its 
regular meeting at 5:30 
p.m. on July 16. This 
meeting will be a virtual 
meeting. To access the 
livestream for the meet-
ing go to https://bit.ly/
CCBOElivestream. For 
more information on how 
to attend, contact CCS 
Public Relations Coordi-
nator John McCann at 
jmccann@chatham.k12.
nc.us. 

• The Siler City Board of 
Commissioners will hold 
its regular meeting at 7 
p.m. on Monday, July 20. 
This meeting will be a 
virtual meeting. For more 
information on accessing 
the meeting, contact Siler 
City Town Clerk Jenifer 
Johnson at jjohnson@
silercity.org.

CANCELLATIONS

• The Family Reunion for 
the William Lineberry 
(Billy) Poe and Adlaide 
Hackney Poe Family has 
been canceled this year 
due to the coronavirus.  

• Chatham County Council 
on Aging: both centers are 
closed at this time until 
further notice. If  you need 
to pickup supplies, call 
the Siler City or Pittsboro 
location or check our 
website: chathamcoa.org.  

• Chatham County Historical 
Museum: For the safety of  

visitors and volunteers, 
the Chatham County His-
torical Museum is closed 
until further notice. See 
our website: https://cha-
thamhistory.org. 

• Chatham Community Li-
brary: Closed to the public 
at this time. 

• State Employees Credit 
Union (SECU) branches 
statewide have tempo-
rarily transitioned to 
drive-thru only, Members 
who need to access safe 
deposit boxes, drop off 
tax return information, 
or inquire about a loan 
should call the branch to 
schedule an appointment. 

THURSDAY  

• The Pittsboro Farmers 
Market is open with sea-
sonable items year-round 
from 3 to 6 p.m. on Thurs-
days. They are located at 
287 East St., Pittsboro. 

• St. Bartholomew’s Epis-
copal Church provides a 
healthy, appetizing meal at 
no cost to those who come 
to us hungry at noon on 
Thursdays. We provide a 
place of hospitality and 
fellowship for everyone. All 
are welcome, regardless of  
race, sex, age, national or-
igin, religious preference, 
handicap, or income. 

UPCOMING

• Chatham Community Li-
brary will offer free classes 
on Microsoft PowerPoint 
and resume writing in 
July. While the library is 
closed, all classes will be 
presented virtually via 
GoToMeeting. A descrip-
tion of  each class and a 
registration link can be 
found at www.chathamnc.
org/ComputerClasses. 
Resume Writing at 3 
p.m. on Monday, July 20, 

Microsoft PowerPoint 
Basics, Part 1 at 3 p.m. 
on Wednesday, July 22, 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Basics, Part 2 at 3 p.m. 
on Wednesday, July 29. 
For more information, 
call 919-545-8086 or email 
reference@chathamli-
braries.org. A full list of  
upcoming programs can 
be found on the library’s 
events calendar.

ALSO HAPPENING

• The Second Bloom of Cha-
tham Thrift Shop reopened 
for shopping. Face cover-
ings will be required. The 
shop is open from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesday through Sat-
urday. We have a store full 
of adult summer clothing 
and accessories! Donations 
NOT accepted at this time. 
We are located in Pittsboro, 
on the Courthouse Circle, 
beside the Roadhouse. All 
proceeds support survi-
vors of domestic violence, 
sexual assault and promote 
community education in 
collaboration with Cha-
tham County.  

• Carolina Farm Credit 
is now accepting applica-
tions for the 12th year of  
the Ag Biz Planner program 
and the 5th year of the Ag 
Biz Basics program. These 
e-learning courses teach 
financial and business 
planning, budgeting, and 
other farm management 
topics that are essential to 
a farm’s success. Carolina 
Farm Credit will accept 
up to five participants for 
each program. All applica-
tions are due July 15. The 
program will begin with 
a kickoff webinar on Sep-
tember 21. The course will 
conclude with a conference 
in Raleigh, on January 
6&7, 2021. Applications, 
a course outline, and 
program information are 
available at carolinafarm-

credit.com/about/resourc-
es/educational-programs. 
Individuals selected for the 
program will be notified 
after August 15. 

• Descendants of Horton 
High School Alumnus or 
attendee of Horton High 
School are eligible to apply 
for the Horton High School 
Alumni Association Schol-
arship for 2019-2020. High 
school graduates, college 
students, and graduate stu-
dents are encouraged to ap-
ply on the HHSAA website: 
hortonhighalumni.com. 
Deadline for application has 
been extended to August 1, 
2020 due to COVID-19. 

• Girl Scouts offers Virtual 
Summer Activities to Girls in 
Central and Eastern North 
Carolina with Virtual Day 
Camps and other events 
and activities available for 
girls to partake in safely, 
both indoors and outside. 
Girls and parents can learn 
more about the GS-NCCP 
Beyond Summer Program 
by visiting the Girl Scouting 
at Home page on nccoast-
alpines.org. In addition to 
GS-NCCP offerings, Girl 
Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) 
has launched the Girl Scout 
Camp Adventures at Home 
Marketplace with even 
more opportunities for girls 
to get outdoors from home, 
and families are encour-
aged to explore those as 
well. These opportunities 
are available to all girls, not 
just Girl Scouts, and finan-
cial assistance is available 
to those with a need so that 

all girls are able to benefit 
from outdoor experiences 
this summer.  

• With COVID-19 sweep-
ing the country, artists’ 
livelihoods are being 
challenged like never 
before. The Chatham Arts 
Council has put together 
a relief  effort specifically 
for artists and arts-work-
ers called CAARE: Cha-
tham Artist and Arts-Worker 
Relief Effort. For more 
information on CAARE, 
or to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org. 

• JMArts hosted a JMA-
CoronaConcert via Twitter 
featuring  performances 
submitted by JM students 
and faculty. Concerts can 
be viewed on its Twitter 
account @JMArts and by 
using the hashtags #JMA-
CoronaConcert perfor-
mances and #JMACoron-
aConcert program. 

• Adult Volunteers Needed at 
Chatham Hospital in Siler 
City, a 25-bed Critical Access 
Hospital located in Siler 
City and part of the UNC 
Health Care System. All 
prospective volunteers must 
complete an on-line applica-
tion, a criminal background 
check, an orientation and 
have documentation of  
required immunizations. 
To learn more go to: www.
chathamhospital.org/ch/
about-us/volunteer. 

• Volunteers Needed — 
Nonprofit agencies in 
Chatham seek teen 

volunteers to help with 
many projects. Teens 
can help at food pantries, 
in gardens, fundraising 
projects, office work, and 
care for animals. Chatham 
Connecting website lists 
many volunteer opportu-
nities for youth. See where 
you are needed to help 
in the community: www.
chathamconnecting.org. 

• Foster and/or adoptive in-
formation — Give children a 
safe place to grow. Inter-
ested in becoming a Foster 
and/or Adoptive parent. 
Call 642-6956 to learn more. 

• Alcoholics Anonymous — 
North Carolina District 
33, call the Help Line at 
866-640-0180 for the meet-
ing schedule for this area. 

• Motorcycle Association — 
The Motorcycle Associa-
tion for Chatham, West-
ern Wake, Lee, Orange 
and Alamance counties 
meets in Pittsboro and 
is open to all riders. For 
information, call 919-
392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com. 

• Narcotics Anonymous — For 
drug problems in the fam-
ily, Narcotics Anonymous 
helps! Call 1-800-721-8225 for 
listing of local meetings! 

• Al-Anon Meeting — Pitts-
boro Serenity Seekers 
Al-Anon Family Group 
meets at 7 p.m. Mondays, 
at Chatham Community 
Church, in the lower level 
of Chatham Mill, Pittsboro.
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‘Trespassing’ in downtown 
Siler City raising concern

BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Some busi-
ness owners in downtown 
Siler City have expressed 
concerns for their safety — 
and sanitation — because 
of the actions of a homeless 
man and a local woman.

On June 29, a yet-to-be-
identified man relieved 
himself on a welcome mat 
of Rufus L. Johnson Land 
Surveyors on S. Chatham 
Avenue. The human waste, 
which the owner suspects 
was left by an apparent 
homeless man he had seen 
recently in the area, was 
eventually cleaned up by 
town of Siler City Public 
Utilities staff. 

According to Siler City 
Police Chief Mike Wagner, 
the police were unable to 
determine who had done the 
deed since the man was no 
longer in the vicinity when 
they arrived.

Chris McCorquodale, Siler 
City’s Public Works director, 
noted that such incidents 
are rare for his department. 
He did note that last year, a 
person or persons unknown 
had been vomiting in various 
areas downtown on occasion, 
but this was the first such 
incident for his department 
this year.

Then on July 1, Jackie 
Adams, owner of Oasis Fresh 
Market and Deli — located on 
S. Chatham Avenue across 
the street from Johnson’s 
business —  saw a woman 
on her security camera with 
a shopping cart the Open 
Air Market adjacent to the 
deli. At first she “thought 
nothing of it,” she said, but 
later in the evening, the 
woman had once again come 
and gone, this time leaving 
trash and her shopping cart. 
Adams called the police and 
they were able to locate and 
charge Frances Dowd Payne 
with second degree trespass 

and resisting a public officer. 
Payne is known to have a 
home locally, according to po-
lice, but is often seen around 
town with a shopping cart.

The very next day, Adams 
found a man at the Open Air 
Market with a guitar, what 
she described as “big stick” 
and a hammer. Adams, who 
said she likes to allow fami-
lies and kids to have access to 
the space downtown, found 
the man’s presence was mak-
ing children uncomfortable. 
She asked him to leave, at 
which point he picked up his 
hammer and began shout-
ing, cursing at her.

She again called the police. 
When they arrived, Adams 
told them the man left as 
they arrived, heading up 
Raleigh Street. The police 
were able to locate the man, 
William Kenneth Fresh-
water, who is apparently 
homeless, and informed him 
that he was “trespassed” 
from the property and would 
be charged if he returned.

Wagner said that the town 
just five or so permanent 
homeless or occasionally 
homeless residents his de-
partment has identified. This 
includes a couple that was 
trespassed from the “tent 
city” that was created behind 
the Siler City Walmart 
recently. The department 
has been called on numer-
ous occasions by business 
owners in Siler City for other 
transgressions by those some 
describe as “vagrants.”

At one point, for example, 
his officers found a man 
digging through and eating 
discarded food from a Dollar 
General dumpster at Cha-
tham Square. He believes the 
man does not mean any “ill 
will” to anyone, but “when 
he gets out of balance,” 
issues arise. 

“Most of these people 
have recurring disorders,” 
Wagner said. “When they 
can’t get their meds, their 

problems are compounded.”
Wagner said law enforce-

ment is the first group that 
people think of to call in 
these circumstances because 
“people want resolution 
quickly,” but at the “end of  
the day, us arresting them” is 
just a temporary fix. 

“The region has no re-
sources for homeless people,” 
Wagner said. “There’s not an 
agency that is helping them 
long-term. They have very 
limited financial resources 
and depend about 95% of the 
time on citizens donating to 
them.”

The incidents were frus-
trating to both Johnson and 
Adams. Johnson wondered 
if the town could create some 
sort of ordinance regarding 
vagrancy, but even so he was 
understanding of the current 
limitations. 

“You can pick them up, but 
what do you do with them?” 
Johnson said. “I don’t know 
what you can do with people 
like that.”

For Adams, she wants to 
make sure that the Open 
Air Market is a place where 
kids, families and residents 
can rest and relax downtown 
even when it’s not being 
actively used for events. This 
means keeping it clean and 
safe. 

“I want families to know 
they are welcome here,” 
Adams said.

Wagner called homeless a 
“humanitarian” issue and a 
crisis that is growing across 
the country. He is hoping 
that, while the issue may not 
be of the numbers in urban 
areas, the county, social 
services and the community 
can begin to work together 
on a dialogue on addressing 
the needs of this small, but 
very much in need part of  
the population.

Casey Mann can be reached 
at CaseyMann@Chathamnr.
com.
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addressed the crowd. She 
detailed the work of  the Com-
munity Remembrance group, 
which has collaborated with 
the nationwide Equal Justice 
Initiative to research and 
memorialize lynching victims 
in the county.

“We hope for a better rela-
tionship in Chatham County 
among Black, white and brown 
citizens,” Nettles said. “The 
whole truth and ugly past must 
be made known to all, especial-
ly those in denial.”

The county has six record-
ed lynching victims: Richard 
Cotton on Aug. 8, 1865; Harriet 
Finch, Jerry Finch, John Pat-
tisall and Lee Tyson on Sept. 
28, 1885; and Eugene Daniel on 
Sept. 18, 1921. Some accounts 
add the name of  Henry Jones, 
who was lynched Jan. 12, 1899.

Nettles reminded the crowd 
that across the state, only one 
county has more recorded 
lynchings than Chatham: New 
Hanover, with 22, many of  
which are associated the 1898 
Wilmington Massacre. Gran-
ville and Rowan Counties also 
have six documented lynchings. 
It’s just one example, she said, 
of  “the virus named racism” 
her ancestors have been bat-
tling for 400 years now.

“America has never been 
great,” Nettles said. “All lives 
matter, but Black lives have 
been endangered.”

Karen Howard, the chair-
person of  the county’s board 
of  commissioners, told those 
assembled that it wasn’t a 
coincidence those six victims’ 
names weren’t widely known. 
A public memorial, she said, 
is a chance to validate Dan-
iel, Cotton, Pattisall, Tyson 
and the Finches — and their 
families.

“Imagine the agony of being 
a mother, being a father, being 
a grandparent or a child (of a 
victim) who went home silent,” 
Howard said. “Where was the op-
portunity to do what we’re doing 
now, to give voice to that pain?”

As the Community Re-

membrance Coalition and 
NAACP chapters continue 
to research and work toward 
a public memorial, Howard 
said collaborating with the 
victims’ descendants will be 
important. Seeking their in-
put, she said, will be a small 
step in healing the “genera-
tional agony” they’ve faced.

“Allow that hurt, that anger 
and that agony to come to the 
surface,” she said. “Flush it 
out, give it space and let it 
breathe. And the people whose 
families were impacted by 
lynching directly? Let them 
come to the table and be a part 
of  the conversation.”

Rev. Carl Thompson Sr., the 
senior pastor at Word of  Life 
Christian Outreach Center in 
Siler City, echoed Nettles and 
Howard. History needs to be 
told, he said, whether good or 
bad — and there can be “no 
reconciliation without truth.”

As one example, Thompson 
highlighted the work of  the 
Equal Justice Initiative, based 
on Montgomery, Alabama, 
which has detailed and con-
firmed nearly 4,500 lynchings 
of  Black people in the United 

States from 1877 to 1950.
“Those people are crying out 

from their graves for justice,” 
Thompson said, “and they’re 
joined by a cacophony of  voices 
crying out for us to demand ac-
countability for their murder, 
rape, brutalization and dehu-
manization.”

Thompson also touched on 
economic injustice, which he 
sees as having “the most neg-
ative effects on Black people” 
today and creating harmful 
stereotypes. The idea of  repa-
rations, he said, is “not foreign” 
to the United States, which has 
previously invested in Native 
Americans and Japanese 
Americans.

“Black Americans are the 
only group that hasn’t received 
reparations for state-sanc-
tioned racial discrimination,” 
Thompson said.

Those in attendance also 
heard brief  addresses from 
county commissioner Diana 
Hales, Pittsboro Mayor Jim 
Nass, Chatham County Sheriff 
Mike Roberson and a voting 
rights activist. Musician Bever-
ly Goldston performed a “song 
of  inspiration” featuring lines 

from “We Shall Overcome” and 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing,” 
and invited the crowd to clap 
and sing along with her.

And Larry Brooks, the 
president of  the West Chatham 
NAACP, delivered closing 
remarks. He invited the crowd 
to stand or kneel for a silent 
prayer in honor of  the Black 
victims of  racism — enslaved 

people, lynching victims, people 
killed by police — before dis-
missing them.

“We will continue to stand up 
for what is right,” Brooks said 
to applause.

Reporter Chapel Fowler can be 
reached at cfowler@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @chapel-
fowler.

JULY 16-22, 2020   |   Chatham News + Record   |   A3

pared her to engage in 
the Latinx community 

in Chatham County and 
share how individuals, 
families, business owners 
and others have been 
affected by the spread of  
the novel coronavirus.

“When I first arrived, 

I didn’t speak great 
Spanish and I knew little 
of  the region’s culture 
and customs,” Johnson 
said of  her time in Spain. 
“It was frustrating, scary 
and isolating at first. 

The language barrier 
and complicated Span-
ish bureaucracy nearly 
thwarted my attempts to 
ask for help or get the ser-
vices I needed, including 
a sub-leasing agreement 
that I needed to legally 
stay in the country for 
more than 90 days. While 
there, I never managed 
to figure out the health 
care system or health 
insurance — something 
that has become increas-
ingly important during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
While the university I 
attended in Pamplona 
had resources to support 
international students, 
the university I attended 
in Oviedo did not, which 
made it harder to adapt. 
That’s why I believe in 
this project.”

The project will be 
called “La Voz de Cha-
tham” — The Voice of  
Chatham — and the sto-
ries that Johnson reports 
as part of  the project 
will be made available 
in English and Spanish. 
The stories will also be in 
front of  the newspaper’s 
website paywall. The 
project will be promoted 
through a soon-to-debut 
Facebook page.

Associated projects 
may include a Span-
ish-language print prod-
uct, a podcast and more, 
Horner said.

“Victoria really estab-
lished herself  with her 

reporting skills on a va-
riety of  projects while at 
UNC,” he said. “We’ve put 
together a compelling list 
of  stories for her to pur-
sue here. In many ways 
the Latinx community in 
Chatham County is iso-
lated and not connected, 
so the struggles they’ve 
had to endure during 
the pandemic aren’t well 
known. Victoria will be 
working within that com-
munity to report about 
those struggles — and to 
share stories of  triumph 
as well.”

Just two traditional 
print newspapers in 
North Carolina were 
awarded the grants. 
Among the other recipi-
ents were news websites 
Carolina Public Press, Ed-
ucationNC, Enlace Latino 
NC and QCity Metro of  
Charlotte.

In recognition of  its 
innovative news prod-
uct, the News + Record 
this week also received a 
$7,000 grant from Google 
as part of  its effort to help 
newspapers through the 
Google News Initiative’s 
Journalism Emergency 
Relief  Fund. The paper 
was also awarded a paid 
summer intern from the 
Missouri School of  Jour-
nalism to help integrate 
innovative storytelling 
strategies at Chatham 
News + Record. Other 
recipients included The 
Washington Post, the 

Associated Press and the 
Carolina Panorama.  

Six Missouri School of  
Journalism students and 
recent graduates were 
selected to partner with 
news outlets this summer 
through the Reynolds 
Journalism Institute’s 
Innovation Fellowship. 
The students are spend-
ing their summers finding 
news ways to help outlets 
reach audiences, distrib-
ute their content and 
grow revenue. Caroline 
Watkins, the News + 
Record’s digital media 
fellow, has spent the sum-
mer so far working on 
the paper’s social media 
accounts and experiment-
ing with storytelling tools 
such as AMP stories. 

Watkins and Johnson 
are collaborating on the 
launch of  the Facebook 
page for the COVID-19/
Latinx program.

“We’re proud to sup-
port this diverse group 
of  publishers — many 
of  which are family- or 
independently owned,” 
said Campbell Brown, the 
vice president of  global 
news partnerships at 
Facebook. “Not only are 
these journalists working 
tirelessly to serve people 
right now — they’re fo-
cused on transformation, 
building innovative local 
news businesses that can 
continue to serve commu-
nities beyond the current 
pandemic.”

JOHNSON
Continued from page A1

JUSTICE
Continued from page A1

Staff photo by Bill Horner III

Mary Nettles, an organizer of Saturday’s Remembrance 
Coalition event, welcomes attendees at the county’s Justice 
Center in Pittsboro.

Staff photo by Bill Horner III

The Rev. Carl Thompson, a former county commissioner, 
spoke about the history of reparations in the United States at 
Saturday’s event.

Staff photo by Bill Horner III

Mary Nettles (right) and other event organizers listen to 
speakers from behind the podium.
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What’s in a word?  
Could be plenty ...
The good folks 

who listen to me 
from Sunday to 
Sunday  — maybe 
“endure” would 
be a better word — 
know how I often 
speak of  the im-
portance of  words 
and how we should 
strive to use the 
right one, and how 

we should keep them soft and sweet 
because we never know when we 
might have to eat them, and so on 
and so forth.

The reality of  words is that 
they’re about all we have to convey 
thoughts and ideas and such — 
short of  body language and action, 
not that those two aren’t important 
in how we get thoughts and ideas 
across.

Anyway, from time to time I have 
thought about how the two voca-
tions in which I have spent most of  
my life — journalism and pastoral 
ministry — both rise and fall on 
words and their correct and appro-
priate usage. In those two fields, the 
right word can be what saves the 
day, and the wrong one can be the 
kiss of  death.

Every profession, I know, has its 
quirks, failures and shortcomings. 
Doctors, I’ve heard it said, bury 
their mistakes; lawyers send theirs 
off to jail. Writers and speakers, 
however, tend to put their bad moves 
out in the public domain for all to 
see forever. In short, if  it makes it 

in print or film or tape or DVD, it’s 
there forever.

I’ve had my share of  them. Once 
I did a piece for the paper in which 
I lamented that much of  our adult 
population still had trouble reading 
and writing and that the local com-
munity college had launched a pro-
gram aimed at helping older folks 
(by definition, I guess, “non-teenag-
ers”) improve themselves in those 
areas. 

Dutifully I did the story and 
then cast about for a headline, and 
thought I’d prepared a good one 
when I set in type the words “Liter-
acy still problem in Chatham” and 
then followed it up with a smaller 
headline underneath proclaiming 
“CCCC working against it”.

I’m pretty sure about 5,000 copies 
of  that paper were printed before I 
got the chance to holler “Stop the 
presses!”

During the years of  preparing 
newspaper pages and church 
bulletins, there have been similar 
instances. Now they’re funny; at the 
time, it wasn’t always that way.

The curse isn’t limited to only me. 
Many, if  not most or all, of  the folks 
who put pen or keyboard in hand 

have tasted it. A dear little lady who 
for years reported the comings and 
goings of  a certain community in 
the local media once proclaimed 
that a young lad of  that communi-
ty was off serving in Uncle Sam’s 
Navy on a vessel known as an LST 
(Landing Ship Tank — a big ol’ boy 
whose front drops down so the tank 
can crawl off). The writer reported 
that the young sailor, as part of  his 
duties, “took a trip on LSD.”

If  it’s true misery loves company, 
and maybe laughs with it, a book 
I picked up some time ago, a col-
lection of  mis-types, has given me 
cause to know they’re everywhere. 
I especially enjoyed the one that 
said, “The Fulton County Humane 
Society is hosting their 4th annual 
beagle barbecue. Come on and join 
them in this unique event.” And the 
church newsletter item that read 
“The church board of  elders has 
called a special meeting today to 
decide what it did last week.”

Bottom line is: at least we’re 
trying ...

Keep those words soft and sweet ... 
and don’t forget “please” and “thank 
you.”

Especially in these hard times.

Make a difference by wearing a mask
“All must 

mask.” 
Those were 

the words of  
an intensive 
care medical 
doctor at a 
large hospital 
in Florida. I 
was struck 
by the sim-
plicity and 
profoundness 
of  his words. 

They just made common 
sense.

What was most compelling 
was the source. This physi-
cian leads an ICU team that is 
helping many people of  all ages 
who have become infected with 
COVID-19. 

This physician’s realiza-
tion of  the importance of  

masks, though, came more 
from his personal experience. 
He admitted to an error in 
judgment that led him and 
his family to become infected. 
In his interview, the doctor 
talked about having a large 
family gathering at which a 
cousin who was an asymp-
tomatic COVID-19 carrier 
brought this horrid disease to 
his home.  

While the doctor reported 
that he had recovered and was 

eager to return to work — and 
thankful that his wife and chil-
dren only had mild cases — he 
sadly shared that his mother 
and grandmother had driven 
themselves to the hospital 
after becoming sick. Only one 
returned home.

This frontline hero now has 
to live with the loss of  a loved 
one, which may have been 
prevented. 

He pointed out that our 
oldest and most vulnerable 

friends, neighbors and family 
members were frontline heroes 
when the United State battled 
other adversaries in World War 
II, the Korean and Vietnam 
wars, and other challenging 
times. In their youth, many 
of  these generations made 
the ultimate sacrifice. Health 
officials tell us that this popu-
lation, specifically those 65 and 
older, are more likely to have 
severe complications from 
COVID-19.

The doctor’s point was this: 
Is it too much of  a sacrifice 
for people of  all ages to take 
simple, reasonable measures 
to protect one another as we 
seek to control the spread of  
COVID-19 and overcome its ef-
fect on our community’s health 
and economy?

The wearing of  a mask and 

keeping a safe distance from 
others are two of  the most 
patriotic acts that any of  us 
can undertake at this time. 
How well we do in these acts 
of  patriotism will largely 
dictate our success in pro-
tecting our fellow residents. 
When future historians 
consider this time period, 
hopefully they will report 
that Chatham County made 
a positive difference, because 
we all acted responsibly in 
following this physician’s 
simple prescription.

Dennis Streets is the execu-
tive director of  the Chatham 
County Council on Aging. He 
can be reached at 919-542-
4512 or by email at dennis.
streets@chathamcouncil-
onaging.org

School’s 
out forever

In addition to a nod at the 
rock ’n’ roll song by Alice Coo-
per, my title is hyperbole. I don’t 
really think that schools should 
be permanently closed.

But with the rise in COVID-19 
cases, I do write to raise ques-
tions about sending students 
back this fall.

The American Academy of  
Pediatrics did recommend re-
opening schools. The argument 
is that the risk of  children not 
being in school — in terms of  a 

loss of  socialization, lack of  access to secure food 
sources and increased exposure to domestic strife 
— outweighs the risk of  getting sick. Certainly, 
emotional as well as physical health is important 
for every child.

But let’s notice that these health benefits are 
actually beyond the stated purpose of  public 
education.

The AAP recommends that schools reopen 
because parents need child care and children need 
access to reliable food and safe spaces. But why 
does school have to be the sole service provider for 
these essentials?

It seems to me that the coronavirus pandemic 
has exposed a fundamental weakness in our so-
ciety. Our schools need more support not only in 
terms of  investing in buildings, curriculums and 
teachers but also with other community services 
for children and families.

We are in the midst of  a lethal global pan-
demic. We need both the vision to reimagine 
the role of  our schools in society and the will-
ingness to make effective changes for our fam-
ilies. Tragically, the coronavirus has revealed 

another fundamental 
weakness in our politi-
cal leadership.

From the beginning 
of  the outbreak, elected 
and appointed officials 
at local, state and feder-
al levels have spoken of  
the desire to return to 
normal. They are really 
saying that “normal” 
relates to the econo-
my. Perhaps the most 
extreme example was 
the lieutenant governor 
of  Texas suggesting 
that senior citizens 
should be willing to 
sacrifice their lives so 
that people can get back 
to work. 

Now we hear officials 
at the highest levels of  

the federal government insisting schools reopen, 
fully and on time. Do they expect teachers to sac-
rifice their lives? Cafeteria workers, janitors and 
school bus drivers? What about our children? 

Notice I write “our” children. My wife and I 
parent three young ones. But any society that does 
not consider each and every child as its own is a 
society lacking in moral imagination. They are all 
our children.

Again, we are in the midst of  a lethal pandemic. 
It’s important to remember that the coronavirus 
is “novel,” meaning brand new. There have been 
no long-term studies. While the mortality rates 
among children are low, we do not know the mor-
bidity rates. We do not know the damaging effects 
of  the virus on children. 

Why would our political leaders be willing to 
gamble the long-term health of  our children for 
the short-term viability of  our economy? There is 
an election this fall.

I want to be clear that my criticism is levied 
against the institutions of  our society and those 
who have been charged to lead them. I have no 
judgment for individual families who choose 
to send their kids to school in the fall. Again, 
I have skin in the game. I have sympathy for 
everyone who has to make the hard choice about 
whether or not to send their children to school. 
I do know that for some families, there are no 
other options.

My point is that our society could reimagine 
ways to meet the needs of  children without 
putting large numbers of  people at risk for 
infection. I want radical change in the face of  
pandemic and not a misguided attempt to return 
to normal.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of  Chapel 
in the Pines Presbyterian Church and author of  
Gently Between the Words: Essays and Poems. He 
is currently working from home with his wife and 
three children.
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Every profession, I know, has its quirks, failures and 
shortcomings. Doctors, I’ve heard it said, bury their 
mistakes; lawyers send theirs off to jail. Writers and 
speakers, however, tend to put their bad moves out in the 
public domain for all to see forever. In short, if it makes it 
in print or film or tape or DVD, it’s there forever.

From the 
beginning of 
the outbreak, 
elected and 
appointed 
officials at local, 
state and federal 
levels have 
spoken of the 
desire to return 
to normal. They 
are really saying 
that “normal” 
relates to the 
economy.

The doctor’s point was this: Is it too much of a 
sacrifice for people of all ages to take simple, 
reasonable measures to protect one another as 
we seek to control the spread of COVID-19 and 
overcome its effect on our community’s health and 
economy?

DENNIS 
STREETS
Guest 
Columnist



Mental health, social media  
and COVID-19

I know many 
of  you are expe-
riencing height-
ened anxiety, or 
nightmares about 
social distancing, 
or headaches while 
scrolling through 
misinformation.

I know you are 
feeling pressured 
to stay positive 
every day, to propel 

yourself  to a feeling of  normal-
cy. And I know you are scrolling 
through social media wishing you 
could be as relaxed as the celebrities 
on there, or even as happy as your 
Facebook acquaintances seem.

I feel it, too.
Social media is not meant to 

explain the bad days — it’s meant to 
cover them up. We hear about sui-
cides and exclaim, “But they seemed 
so happy,” and we scroll through 

their profiles, looking for signs. The 
sign we cannot see is the shame 
associated with having a bad day. 
When your favorite team wins a big 
game or you celebrate the holidays 
or you transition to a new place, 
the expectation is you are happy. 
So you share what you think happy 
is, hoping the “likes” will serve as 
validation that this is the way you 
should be feeling.

Here is what social media does 
not tell you: we post photos of  our-
selves at the peak of  the mountain 
and we pretend we were never in 
the valley. But it is only half  of  the 
truth. Having a social media image 
can be therapeutic, so let’s by all 
means not avoid it. But we should be 
careful to think we know the whole 
story about someone from scrolling 
through a profile. If  it is not the re-
ality for ourselves, then how can we 
expect it to be real for anyone else?

So I’ll stop hiding my stress pimples 

and uncombed hair on Zoom calls. I’ll 
admit that my anxiety medication is a 
huge part of what is getting me up in 
the mornings. And I’ll reiterate that 
it’s OK to not feel “normal” because 
this is not a normal time.

I have found when I sit down with 
others and ask how they are, this 
is when their filters fall off. That is 
when I know it’s not just me. Every 
time I think I would be happier if  I 
went back to the way things were, 
I write down the truth. It puts ev-
erything into perspective and after 
many years of  filtered smiles, it has 
helped change my life.

Whether you’re at the peak, in the 
valley, or somewhere in the middle, 
you are not alone.

Rachel Horowitz currently resides 
in Chatham County and works 
in Pittsboro. She is a graduate of  
UNC-Chapel Hill’s Hussman School 
of  Journalism and Media.

Just causes need prudent leaders
History is 

full of  cases 
in which peo-
ple subverted 
their own 
just causes by 
acting impul-
sively rather 
than carefully 
considering 
the costs and 
benefits. As 
the ancient 

poet Horace put it, “The one 
who cannot restrain their 
anger will wish undone, what 
their temper and irritation 
prompted them to do.”

A case in point happened 244 
years ago this month right here 
in North Carolina.

While popular depictions of  
the American Revolution tend 
to focus on set-piece battles 
between British redcoats and 
Continental armies, in much of  
the country the war consisted 
primarily of  raids and count-
er-raids by bands of  Patriots, 
Tories, and British-allied 
Native Americans, including 

some of  the Cherokees of  the 
Carolinas and Georgia.

Cherokee leaders had good 
reason to be frustrated. Settlers 
had trickled into the Southern 
foothills and mountains for 
decades, sometimes in violation 
of treaty. During the latter years 
of the French and Indian War, 
Cherokees sided with the French 
and launched raids against fron-
tier settlements in the Carolinas. 
They were defeated, paying a 
high price. Still, a series of new 
treaties came afterwards. Indian 
leaders hoped they would stick, 
despite occasional violations by 
both sides. By the 1770s, how-
ever, a Cherokee faction led by 
a young chief named Dragging 
Canoe became convinced — by 
experience and by the promises 
of skillful British agents — that 
only King George III, acting 
through royal governors, could 
protect their treaty rights.

So, beginning in May 1776, 
Cherokee raiding parties 
struck settlements across the 
frontier, often brutally. The 
timing of  the Indian raids was 

no accident. It was part of  a 
larger British plan to subdue 
the Southern colonies.

Months earlier, Gen. Henry 
Clinton and British troops had 
sailed from Boston to Wilm-
ington, where he expected to 
meet up with reinforcements 
from England and a column of  
Loyalist militia. The combined 
force would then move south 
to conquer Charleston and the 
rest of  the Carolina coast.

As the Tories began their 
march from present-day Fay-
etteville towards the sea in ear-
ly February 1776, however, they 
met with resistance. After some 
maneuvering, they attacked 
Patriot forces at the Moore’s 
Creek Bridge on February 27. 
The attack was a disaster, with 
nearly all of  the Tories killed, 
wounded, or captured.

When Clinton arrived off the 
North Carolina coast, then, he 
found no Tory reinforcements. 
After landing a few foraging 
parties and skirmishing with 
local militia, Clinton decided to 
take his army south to attack 

Charleston, anyway. To even the 
odds a bit, the British added a 
new twist: diversionary attacks 
by Cherokees to force Carolina 
and Georgia militiamen to march 
westward to the frontier rather 
than to the defense of Charleston.

But North Carolina Patri-
ots were perfectly capable of  
walking and chewing tobacco 
at the same time. Some mili-
tiamen marched south and 
east to help defend Charleston. 
Others marched north and west 
to form an army under Gen. 
Griffith Rutherford.

By September 1, Rutherford 
had assembled about 2,500 men 
at what is now Old Fort, in 
McDowell County. Over the next 
few weeks they marched west, 
capturing Indians and Tories, 
destroying dozens of villages, 
and fighting at least two engage-
ments against the Cherokees at 
Middle Town and Laurel Hill in 
present-day Jackson County. By 
September 26, the North Caro-
linians met up with a column of  
South Carolinians in what is now 
Cherokee County, at the extreme 

tip of the state. After briefly con-
sidering additional campaigns, 
the two Carolina generals 
decided they had accomplished 
enough and returned to their 
respective homes.

Both the British and Cher-
okees had gambled and lost. 
The Indian raids had been too 
little and too late to weaken the 
Patriot defense of  Charleston, 
where the attempted British 
invasion was rebuffed. As for 
the Cherokees, they had sus-
tained significant human and 
material losses, while serving 
only to harden the hearts of  
some Patriot leaders who had 
previously been sympathetic to 
the Cherokees’ concerns.

It’s not enough to fight cou-
rageously for a worthy cause. 
Prudence and wisdom matter, 
too, if  your goal is to win.

John Hood (@JohnHoodNC) 
is chairman of  the John Locke 
Foundation and appears on 
“N.C. SPIN,” broadcast state-
wide at 7:30 p.m. Fridays and at 
12:30 p.m. Sundays on UNC-TV.

The 1943 train 
wreck that 
still haunts

Some North Carolina 
old-timers still talk about the 
disastrous 1943 train wreck 
south of  Fayetteville. It killed 
74 people, including the father 
of  one of  the central characters 
of  beloved author Jill McCork-
le’s new novel, “Hieroglyph-
ics.”

McCorkle, who grew up in 
nearby Lumberton, says she re-

members her dad talking about visiting the site 
right after the crash and seeing all the scattered 
debris.

The late Joe Oxendine, who was featured in 
my recent column dealing with Indian sports 
nicknames, told me that he and other boys 
from Pembroke drove over to see the wreck and 
collect some of  the stunning remnants scattered 
over the site.

McCorkle lived in Boston for a number of  
years. There she heard about a 1942 nightclub 
fire that took more than 492 lives, including the 
mother of  another character in “Hieroglyphics.”

When Lil, whose mother died in the fire, and 
Frank, whose father died in the train wreck, first 
met, they discovered their common bond, a bond 
that held them through 60 years of  marriage.

As the story begins, they have retired to 
Southern Pines, which, coincidently, is not far 
from the site of  the tragic train wreck. Close by 
the wreck site is the modest home where Frank 
lived for several years after his dad’s death.

Frank and Lil have driven to the old house, 
now occupied by Shelley, a single mother, and 
her young son, Harvey.

Shelley has seen Frank driving by before and is 
nervous. “It doesn’t help that that old man rides 
by so often now, his green Toyota slowing in front 
of  the house and then circling the block.”

When Shelley meets Frank at the door, he ex-
plains, “I grew up here. I would love to see inside 
if  convenient. My wife, too.”

Shelley resists, but at the end of  the book 
Frank is in the backyard of  the old house finding 
some closure.

In the 300 pages between its opening and clos-
ing at the old house, McCorkle takes us deep into 
the lives of  the characters we met on the first 
pages: Frank, Lil, Shelley and Harvey.

Frank carries the consequences of  the train 
wreck throughout his life. Both his father and 
mother were on the train, coming from Florida 
to their home in Massachusetts, where Frank 
and his grandmother waited for them. Frank’s 
seriously injured mother remained in North 
Carolina to recuperate. She was sure she heard 
Frank’s father calling, “Don’t leave me.” So she 
stayed and ultimately married a local man.

She and Frank lived in his house, and Frank 
grew up there. Ultimately, he went to college and 
graduate school, married Lil and became a col-
lege professor specializing in ancient history and 
archeological relics. Along the railroad tracks 
he collected relics from the wreck, including a 
toy decoder that he imagined his parents were 
bringing him for Christmas.

Lil cannot get over the loss of  her mother, a 
ballroom dance instructor, who had not told 
her husband and Lil that she was going to the 
nightclub. The questions of  who her mother was 
with and why still haunted her as an adult. She 
is also a collector. McCorkle uses Lil’s collected 
newspaper clippings and copious notes to help 
tell a story that include her agonizing experi-
ence of  Frank’s misadventures with a younger 
academic.

Shelley is a court reporter in a Robeson Coun-
ty courtroom during the trial of  a brutal doctor 
who murdered one of  his many girlfriends, not 
unlike a similar murdering doctor in McCorkle’s 
previous novel, “Life After Life.”

Shelley’s son, Harvey, is a collector of  horror 
stories about the Beast of  Bladenboro, the Glen-
coe Munchkins, and other scary tales that kept 
him awake at night and he used to frighten his 
schoolmates.

That McCorkle builds these complex charac-
ters together into a complex, layered, and grip-
ping novel is just another example of  her great 
storytelling genius.

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina Bookwatch” 
at 11 a.m. Sundays and 5 p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-
TV. The program also airs on the North Carolina 
Channel at 8 p.m. Tuesdays and other times.

VIEWPOINTS

What’s on your mind?
The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its readers on topics of local and public interest, as well as thoughtful and informative 
guest columns.
At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We reserve the right to refuse letters and other submissions that promote a commercial 
product, contain either libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar language. Consumer complaints and letters containing 
unverifiable factual claims are ineligible for publication.
Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and daytime telephone number for verification. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length. Letters selected for publication may be edited and all letters become property of the Chatham News + Record.
To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 27344; or email to bhorner3@chathamnr.com; or drop by our 
office at 303 West Raleigh Street in Siler City.
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Why America needs a commission on 
truth, racial healing, and reconciliation

Com-
ing to the 
U.S. in 
the mid-
1980s, 
I was 
shocked 
to find 
how 
much it 
appeared 
to me to 
resem-
ble the 

South Africa I had left in 
the late 70s at the height of  
apartheid.  

U.S. activists, mobi-
lizing the American 
people and institutions, 
had played a supporting 
role in the overthrow of  
apartheid. However, they 
had singly failed to help 
accomplish the removal 
of  de-facto segregation at 
home. 

I believe it is high time 
that those of  us who 
are — often unwitting-
ly — the beneficiaries 
of  white privilege, fully 
recognize the enduring 
consequences of  our own 
nation’s “original sin” of  
racism. This racism is not 
only a matter so much of  
individual prejudice but 
also of  deeply entrenched 
institutional bias but to 
address it will require 
white allies to support 
the Black leaders who are 
working to change it. It’s 
time to be all in.

Fortunately, at this junc-
ture, there are clear signs 
that after more than 150 

years of  failed promises 
and false hopes this could 
be the moment. White 
people have joined their 
Black brothers and sisters 
in droves to protest police 
violence, not just in liberal 
San Francisco but also 
in the conservative small 
towns such as DeKalb, 
Illinios.

Though the killing of  
George Floyd was the 
flash point, not only has 
Black discontent been 
rising, but so has Black 
organizing around issues 
from criminal injustice 
to voter suppression. 
Since 2016, we have seen 
the rise of  an increas-
ingly strong and savvy 
cadre of  Black women 
organizers.  They include 
leaders such as Stacey 
Abrams, LaTosha Brown 
and Jessica Byrd, all 
of  whom have founded 
organizations designed 
to empower Black voters 
and train future Black 
leaders.  

One place white allies 
could begin to play an im-
mediate role is in helping 
build support for Resolu-
tion 100 introduced into 
the U.S. House by veteran 
Congressional leader 
Barbara Lee of  Oakland. 
She is asking that white 
people step up by contact-
ing their congressional 
representatives and urg-
ing them to cosponsor the 
resolution. 

Resolution 100 calls 
for the establishment of  

a “U.S. Commission on 
Truth, Racial Healing, 
and Transformation” in 
order to acknowledge the 
past history of  America’s 
racial injustice and prog-
ress towards addressing 
persistent racial inequal-
ities. This concurrent 
resolution (1) affirms, on 
the 400th anniversary of  
the arrival of  the first 
slave ship, the U.S. debt of  
remembrance not only to 
those who lived through 
the injustices of  slavery 
but also to their descen-
dants; and (2) proposes 
a U.S. Commission on 
Truth, Racial Healing, 
and Transformation to 
properly acknowledge, 
memorialize, and be a 
catalyst for progress, 
including toward per-
manently eliminating 
persistent racial inequi-
ties. Lee is calling for the 
establishment of  a United 
States Commission on 
Truth, Racial Healing, 
and Transformation “to 
properly acknowledge, 
memorialize, and be a cat-
alyst for progress toward 
jettisoning the belief  in 
a hierarchy of  human 
value, embracing our 
common humanity, and 
permanently eliminating 
persistent racial equali-
ties.”

At least 40 such com-
missions exist around the 
world from Guatemala 
to Sierra Leone. The best 
known is that initiated by 
the Rev. Tutu in 1995 after 

South Africa ended apart-
heid. They receive mixed 
reviews, depending on the 
different situations and 
national cultures and have 
certainly not proven to be 
a panacea.  

Lee is aiming to have 218 
co-sponsors to Resolution 
100 soon. Those of  us who 
have it need to exercise our 
white power and privilege 
to get behind the initia-
tive using our networks 
to reach out to as many 
members of  congress as 
possible to ask them to 
sign on.

Supporting Lee’s initia-
tive would be a start but 
it is not enough; not by a 
long chalk. As the reso-
lution makes clear, white 
America needs to do the 
serious soul searching and 
self-education about our 
shared history that Black 
people have long been 
asking us to do. Only then 
can we become the kind of  
effective allies Black lead-
ers need in order to effect 
the deep culture change 
that this moment calls for 
— and may make possible.

Jennifer Tomkins is a Brit-
ish born U.S. citizen who 
worked in the publishing 
industry in South Africa 
and England. She as a 
former freelance journalist 
and longtime grass-roots 
activist. She currently 
serves as a board member 
of  WDN Action, the c4 
arm of  the Women Donors 
Network. 
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summer working at the 
store.

“I think he’s like 
myself  — I don’t know 
that he has a whole lot of  
interest in the future of  
doing this,” King-McDan-
iel said of  her son. “But 
you learn so much being 
here. You learn how to 
deal with the public, you 
learn a little bit about 
everything — just like we 
sell a little bit of  every-
thing.”

‘I’m proud of what he 
has done’

Founded in 1935 by 
John Moore and his 
son, Richard Moore, the 
store is still housed in 
its original red-painted 
structure just off U.S. 
Hwy. 421 at 865 Thrift 
Road. Although techni-
cally in Gulf, the store is 
only discoverable to GPS 
users under a Goldston 
address.

Though it’d be nice to 
have a brand new build-
ing, King-McDaniel said, 
she has to constantly 
weigh not losing “the 
charm of  what it is.” In 
recent years, the store’s 
business has evolved 
more toward work ap-
parel and shoes — some 
“touristy” items — but it 
is still deeply connected 
to its community roots, 
she says.

When the store was 
founded, it functioned as 
a place for locals to buy 
staples that weren’t as 
readily available in rural 
Gulf. Until the 1950s, the 
store’s website says, the 
Moores ran a regular 
route to deliver items to 
customer’s doors.

After his father passed 

away, Richard Moore 
continued expanding the 
business and in 1968 he 
brought on King, who 
grew up in Gulf  and had 
worked in the store as 
a teenager. When King 
became full owner in 1978 
after Richard Moore’s 
death, he stuck to the 
Moore’s values of  meet-
ing a need when you see 
it and keeping full stock. 
For most of  his career, 
King also allowed local 
customers to purchase on 
credit.

“I’m proud of  what he 
has done and created,” 
King-McDaniel said of  
her father, who is tech-
nically retired but still 
frequents the store more 
days. “Hopefully — I 
think — he’s glad I’m 
here.”

When King originally 
approached her father 
about joining him at the 
store, he jokingly said 
he was glad she was on 
board, as it would one day 
be hers “one way or the 
other.”

“I told her when she 
wanted to come in that 

Mr. Moore would be 
dancing up in heaven 
right now — he wanted 
this place to continue,” 
King said.

‘We’re what’s left’

It’s not just the variety 
of  items that makes JR 
Moore & Son special. It’s 
also the staff — half  of  
whom have been with 
the store for more than 
20 years. They not only 
know the store well, 
King-McDaniel said, they 
also know Gulf  well and 
how to help fix a range 
of  common customer 
problems from plumbing 
to gardening.

And, of  course, the vis-
its from Gulf’s claim-to-
fame and country music 
legend Charlie Daniels 
aren’t too shabby either. 
Daniels, who died last 
Monday at age 83, spent 
much of  his young adult 
life in Chatham Coun-
ty and knew the King 
family. And when he was 
around, King-McDaniel 
said, he would stop by the 
store.

Next to old-fashioned 
Coca-Cola coolers, there 
are pictures of  Daniels 
framed with wood from 
his old house in Gulf, 
which King-McDaniel 
and her father bought 
when Daniels put it on 
auction. King-McDaniel, 
who describes herself  as 
a “sentimental history 
buff,” decorates the 
walls with old maps, 
photos and newspaper 
clippings.

Some of  those reflect 
changes in Gulf  over the 
decades.

“It’s hard to imagine, 
but it used to be a very 
happening place,” she 
said. “It had a bank, it had 
a pharmacy, it had two 
or three stores, a doc-
tor’s office, and all that’s 
gone. We’re what’s left. 
We’re still kind of  middle 
nowhere if  that makes 
sense. But if  we can ever 
get you here, we normally 
get you back.”

This is true for cus-
tomer Lisa Puckett, who 
first visited the store after 
seeing a UNC-TV spe-
cial about it. She lives in 
Scotts Store and said the 
two-hour drive to make it 
to her “favorite country 
store” is well worth the 
trip.

“They have a little bit 
of  everything,” she said, 
but her favorite item 
would have to be the hoop 
cheese — once, she had it 
shipped to her house for 
Christmas.

“We always make a 
point of  stopping by the 
store if  in or near the area 
of  Gulf,” Puckett said.

Jordan Vann, 22, lives 
10 minutes down the road 
in Lee County and has 
been a faithful custom-
er since he visited and 
bought his first pair of  
work boots when he was 
10 years old. Since then, 
he said he’s purchased 10 

pairs of  work boots and 
nearly every color of  the 
JR Moore & Son hats — 
he buys one every visit.

“It reminds me of  an 
older general store — it 
kind of  takes you back,” 
Vann said. “It almost just 
makes you feel like you’re 
back in time.”

As time goes on and 
more stores like JR 
Moore & Son struggle 
to compete with the low 
costs and mass supply of  
chain department stores, 
King-McDaniel said she 
and her staff are work-
ing to keep up without 
losing their country 
charm. Even though the 
store doesn’t have an 
online shopping platform, 
they’ve shipped orders 
placed over the phone, 
email and Facebook all 
around the country.

Kevin Richardson, 
who started working 
at the store in 2001 and 
came back as a full-time 
employee in 2008, recently 
started weekly Face-
book videos to advertise 
products. One video, he 

said, got 800 views in less 
than 24 hours. He enjoys 
working at JR Moore & 
Son because there isn’t 
one day that’s the same.

“I hope it keeps up,” 
Richardson said.

Watching her son ring 
up a customer, King-Mc-
Daniel echoed Richard-
son’s sentiment as she 
discussed the difficulties 
of  owning a small busi-
ness with not as much 
profitability as “people 
probably think.”

“Well, I do hope it can 
continue on. Now, I don’t 
know that he will ever 
want it, but if  he does, 
I hope it’s here for him 
to run,” she said of  her 
son. “Everybody says, in 
the age of  the internet, 
shopping is going to take 
over ... even I do a lot of  
online shopping. But I 
still think there’s a part 
of  us that wants to come 
and touch and feel and 
see products.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached at 
hannah@chathamnr.com.
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Staff photo by Kim Hawks

JR Moore & Son — ‘a country store with a little 
bit of everything’ in Gulf — represents a dying 
breed of small, family-owned general stores. The 
store offers everything from Carhartt jackets and 
personalized store baseball caps to decorative 
pocket knives and hardware supplies.  

the creosote plant and 
he moved a lot — South 
Carolina, Georgia. But he 
graduated from the high 
school when it was in 
Goldston.”

Daniels was one of the 
“older boys,” King said, four 
years older than himself. 

“He was a big ole boy, 
played football,” King 
said. “He was a good 
player, too. And he played 
when it was six-man, 
when it was a wide open 
game. He loved football.”

But it was music that 
really got Daniels moving.

Daniels — whose hit 
songs included “Simple 
Man” and “The Devil Went 
Down to Georgia” — al-
ways stated in interviews 
that Palmer had taught 
him how to play the fiddle, 
but Palmer, on numerous 
occasions clarified saying 
it was just the guitar. 
King said Daniels was 
“very interested in string 
music,” learning to play 
guitar, mandolin and the 
fiddle. The two started a 
local band called the Misty 
Mountain Boys, playing 

together and doing “fund-
raisers,” according to King.

“The first money he 
made was there at the store 
— JR Moore’s,” King said. 
“Charles and Russell would 
sit on that porch, back 
when it had gas pumps, 
pickin’ and playing. From 
time to time, someone 
would drop a dime or a 
quarter in the bucket.”

What started on that 
front porch led to an 
incredible friendship for 
Daniels, Palmer and the 
Goldston-Gulf  area. 

“He traveled up and down 
the east coast playing at beer 
joints, just getting started,” 
King said. “But he would 
come by. His parents moved 
away, but he would come by 
to visit Russell. And even in 
the past few years, if he hap-
pened to be traveling near 
421, he would stop by.”

King’s daughter, Julie 
King-McDaniel, recalled 
one such time.

“The Bethany Baptist 
Vacation Bible School 
would have a parade,” 
she said. “They would 
decorate their bikes and 
have a parade. Well, Char-
lie showed up on his bus 
right in the middle of  the 
parade. He let everyone 
on, signed autographs for 

everyone. It just shows 
you how he was.”

“He talked to all the 
kids,” Rayvon King said. 
“He was a very friendly 
person. I doubt he ever 
met a stranger.”

Throughout his career, 
Daniels played with greats 
like Bob Dylan, Leonard 
Cohen and Hank Wil-
liams Jr. He won a host of  
awards and was inducted 
into the Grand Ole Opry 
and the Country Music 
Hall of  Fame. But regard-
less of  how great he be-
came, friends say Daniels 
always had time for Gulf  
and the friendships he had 
here, including having 
Palmer on stage with him 
at the Grand Ole Opry.

And Gulf  will not forget 
him. 

The town of  Goldston 
has a mural and a plaque 
honoring Daniels, a gift 
made by Paul Owens, 
another childhood friend 
of  Daniels and Chatham 
native who passed away 
in December. Owens also 
installed similar gifts 
honoring Daniels at JR 
Moore & Son.

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.

DANIELS
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N.C. schools to open with restrictions in August, Cooper says
BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

North Carolina Public 
Schools are set to open in 
August, Gov. Roy Cooper 
announced Tuesday, but 
they’ll do so in what is 
known as Plan B — a 
combination of  in-person 
and online learning. One 
month out from school 
starting, Cooper warned 
current plans could shift 
to fully remote learning 
should coronavirus cases 
in the state spike.

While individual school 
districts could decide to of-
fer fully remote learning, 
Cooper said schools are 
not allowed to offer fully 
in-person classes. Some of  
the requirements outlined 
by the governor include 

required face coverings 
for all students and teach-
ers, limited numbers of  
people in school buildings 
to allow for social distanc-
ing and the provision of  
masks and thermometers 
to schools. Throughout 
the announcement, 
Cooper emphasized the 
importance of  individu-
al schools and districts 
making policies tailored to 
their communities.

“There are no decisions 
more important than the 
ones about our children in 
our schools,” he said. “This 
announcement today is the 
result of careful collabora-
tive and painstaking work. 
As with many choices 
during this pandemic, 
we’re working with the 
best information in science 
that we have today.”

North Carolina will also 
remain in its “Safer at 
Home” Phase 2 for three 
more weeks, Cooper said.

“Easing restrictions 
now to allow more 
high-transmission activ-
ities could cause a spike 
that would threaten our 
ability to open schools. 
The most important 
opening is that of  our 
classroom doors,” he said 
regarding the pause in 
phase reopenings.

Chatham County 
Schools System was 
waiting to finalize their re-
opening strategy following 
Cooper’s announcement, 
CCS Superintendent 
Derrick Jordan told the 
News + Record in a July 
1 interview. At the time, 
Jordan said the district 
was focusing on develop-

ing hybrid and fully-re-
mote reopening plans.

“I can tell you that we 
want kids back in school 
as quickly as possible, and 
as safely as possible. We’re 
going to allow the folks 
who are experts in public 
health to make those 
decisions,” Jordan said at 
the time. “We will spend 
the bulk of  our time doing 
what we have been trained 
to do, and make sure that 
the instructional compo-
nents and the pieces of  
schooling that are left to 
our charge are met with 
the best work that we can 
provide.”

As in Chatham County, 
many students are sched-
uled to return to school 
Aug. 17 — a date nearly 
five months after Gov. 
Cooper ordered schools 

closed to slow the spread 
of  the coronavirus.

During his announce-
ment, Cooper said the 
state would provide at 
least five reusable masks 
for each student as an 
effort to ensure schools 
have enough personal 
protective equipment 
and he also encouraged 
local businesses to donate 
masks to their neighbor-
ing schools.

Regarding teachers, 
who data shows are more 
at-risk for infection of  the 
coronavirus than the chil-
dren they teach, Cooper 
said individual schools 
systems should work with 
teachers to make sure no 
teachers are going back to 
in-person teaching if  they 
are at-risk or feel unsafe 
doing so.

Still, the governor em-
phasized the importance 
of reopening — not only 
for academic lessons, but 
in support of children’s 
social, emotional and phys-
ical development as well. 

“In March, our teach-
ers and school staff dove 
headfirst into the challenge 
of remote learning and 
meal distribution. They 
rose to the occasion. And 
now we’re asking them to 
rise even higher and dig 
even deeper,” Cooper said. 
“So we must move ahead 
with the resources needed 
to protect them. Ensuring 
this plan protects not just 
students, but teachers and 
staff too, is the top priority.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached at 
hannah@chathamnr.com.

Clash of symbols
This Black Lives Matter billboard was installed on U.S. Hwy. 64 near Pittsboro this 
week after a GoFundMe campaign which began this spring. The billboard was 
erected directly next to a Confederate flag previously placed on private property. 
More than 200 donors contributed almost $10,000 to the BLM billboard effort, 
which was started in response to the placement of Confederate flags on that stretch 
of U.S. Hwy. 64. ‘Pittsboro, North Carolina, is a close-knit small town filled with kind 
hearts, artists, farmers, families, and a community that is here to change the world 
for the better,’ an organizer wrote on the GoFundMe page. ‘Those confederate flags 
do NOT represent who we are as a community. It is important for us now more than 
ever as a community to show our support for #BLACKLIVESMATTER, with that 
message on a billboard that is counter to the confederate flags next to it.’

Photo courtesy of WCHL
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Central Electric is awarding up to 
$15,000 in Bright Ideas education 
grants to local educators in K-12 
classrooms for the 2020-2021   
school year.

The final deadline for all grant 
applications is Sept. 15, but don’t 
wait to apply. Applications submitted 
prior to the early-bird deadline on 
Aug. 15 will be entered to win one 
of five $100 Visa® gift cards. For 
more information or to submit an 
application, visit NCBrightIdeas.com.

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

Teachers, get your applications in for a 
Bright Ideas education grant!

Extra Income. Flexible hours.
Protecting Health and Safety is our top priority!

The U.S. Census Bureau is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer.
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ROBERT HOLLIS BRAY, JR.
Robert Hollis Bray, Jr., 85, of  

Sanford, died Wednesday, July 
8, 2020 at his home.

No services will be held at 
this time.

He was born in Virginia 
on February 16, 1935 to the 
late Robert Bray and Vivetta 
Hughes. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife, Peggy Jean 
Lynch Bray, a son, Jarrett 
Bray and one grandson. Mr. 
Bray retired after 23 years of  
service in the US Army, in-
cluding several tours of  duty 
in Vietnam.  

He is survived by his son, 
Robert Bray, III of  Sanford; 
step-daughters, Eva Sharp 
and Debbie Lawrence, both 
of  Sanford; three grandchil-
dren and four great-grand-
children.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

TREVOR WILLIAM 
MOSHIER

Trevor William Moshier, 24, 
of  Broadway, died Saturday, 
July 4, 2020.

A Celebration of  Life service 
was held at the family home, on 
Saturday, July 11, 2020 at 6 p.m. 
with Rev, Scott Yow officiating.  

He was born on February 
9, 1996, son of  Douglas Alan 
Moshier and Tabitha Gabriel-
son Moshier. He was preceded 
in death by his grandfather, 
William Moshier.

Surviving in addition to his 
parents, are brothers, Bryan 
DeJarlais of  Lillington, Mav-
erick Moshier of  Broadway, 
and Kevin Hutchison of  Fall-
brook, California; paternal 
grandmother, Gloria Moshier; 
and maternal grandparents, 
Carol Edwards and Ira Gabri-
elson.

Online condolences can be 
made at: www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

HUNTER THOMAS AWTREY 
It is with deep sadness that the 

family of  Hunter Thomas Awtrey 
announces the unexpected passing 
of  their precious Hunter, 21, at New 
Hanover Regional Medical Center 
in Wilmington on Sunday, July 5, 
2020 as a result of  serious injuries 
sustained from a fall. 

He was born August 19, 1998 to 
Chris and Lindsey Awtrey (now Lind-
sey Miller), and grew up in Siler City 
and Archdale. 

As a young boy he enjoyed playing 
baseball and basketball on various 

school and youth league teams, and played varsity football 
at Trinity High School where he graduated in 2016. He was a 
senior at UNC-Charlotte, majoring in business and finance, 
and the school has informed the family that it is making ar-
rangements to award him his degree posthumously. He was 
a proud and active member of  Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity for 
which he served as Social Chairman, and was also Vice-Pres-
ident of  Recruitment for the school’s Interfraternity Council. 

Hunter was a true outdoorsman and spent many happy 
hours deer hunting, fishing, playing golf, and enjoying var-
ious outdoor activities, including snowboarding and riding 
his dirt bike. He also liked pizza, home-made strawberry ice 
cream, chocolate chip cookies, and spending holidays and 
other special times with family and friends. Family was very 
important to him and he always made sharing quality time 
with them a priority. 

Both greatly admired and well respected by all who knew 
him, he will long be remembered as a very happy, warm, 
kind, polite, friendly, generous, caring and compassionate 
young man, and with his good nature, upbeat attitude, and 
outgoing personality was always a joy to be around. He also 
had a tremendous work ethic, was very dependable, and 
could do almost anything. He always managed to have a job 
and at the time of  his death was employed as an intern in 
the Client Services Department of  Northwestern Mutual in 
Charlotte. 

Hunter was a child of  God, professed his Christian faith, 
and regularly attended Loves Creek Baptist Church in Siler 
City during his early years and, later First Church of  God in 
Archdale. 

He was preceded in death by his paternal grandparents, 
Bill and Jackie Awtrey of  Siler City. 

Left to cherish his memory are his mother, Lindsey Miller 
(T.R.) of  Trinity; and father, Chris Awtrey (Leanna) of  Siler 
City; maternal grandparents, Burnace and Phyllis Hancock 
of  Siler City; brother, Jace Awtrey; stepbrothers, Caleb Al-
corn and Tyler Miller; and several aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
other relatives.

He also leaves behind his beloved girlfriend of  5 years, 
Maggie Monroe. 

Hunter’s family would also like to note that he was an 
organ donor, donating his corneas to give sight to someone 
else in need. He was such a generous soul – continuing to give 
even in death. 

A private Celebration of  Life memorial service for family 
and close friends is planned for a later time. 

In lieu of  flowers memorials may be made to the Hunt-
er Awtrey “My Wish” Memorial Scholarship Fund, at any 
BB&T. 

Assisting the family is Smith & Buckner Funeral Home in 
Siler City where a guest register will be available for family 
and friends wishing to pay their respects.

Online condolences may be shared at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com. 

OBITUARIES
DORIS LANE WILLIAMS 

Doris Lane Williams, age 86, of  
Siler City died Wednesday, July 8, 
2020. 

Mrs. Williams was born March 30, 
1934 in Chatham County, the daugh-
ter of  Van and Frances Williams. 
She was retired from Boling Chair 
Company. Doris was a member of  
Jordan Grove AME Zion Church and 
was on the Usher Board. As long as 
her health permitted, she enjoyed 
gardening, attending to her flowers, 
cooking and reading her Bible. 

She is survived by two daughters, 
Diane Williams and Charlotte Williams, both of  Siler City; a 
very special grandson, Jonathan Williams and wife Jackie 
of  Raleigh; granddaughter, Cierra Oldham of  Graham; and 
great-granddaughters, Jada Star Williams and Jasmine Wil-
liams, both of  Hawaii. 

The family received friends Saturday, July 11, 2020 from 12 
to 1 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City. After that, the body laid in state until 
5 p.m. A graveside service was held Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 2 
p.m. at Jordan Grove AME Zion Church Cemetery, 3106 West 
3rd Street, Siler City.

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Williams 
family.

Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-
home.com.
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JEAN VALERIE (HAYDEN) MORIARTY 
Her family and friends knew her as Valerie. Valerie passed 

away peacefully on July 1, 2020, in her home, as was her most 
fervent wish, in the woods of  Chapel Hill, NC...surrounded 
by the nature she loved.

Valerie was a New Year’s Eve baby in 1936 in Beacon, 
New York. Her parents were the late Joseph X. Hayden and 
Winifred (Biggerstaff) Hayden of  Beacon, NY. Her brother 
survives her, Joseph James Hayden (Durham, NC), and sis-
ter, Winifred Anne (Hayden) Capowski (Millbrook, NY).

Valerie was a graduate of  Mount St. Mary’s Academy in 
Newburgh, NY, and attended a business school in Manhat-
tan. She followed by working at GE and then Texaco. Shortly 
after that, she married her best friend, the late Thomas J. 
Moriarty, II, a resident of  Wappingers Falls, NY.

Moving to Cary, NC in 1976, Valerie volunteered at the 
schools of  her children and then taking a job with Cooper 
Tools, until her retirement. Her memories and stories will 
be carried forward by her sons, Thomas J. Moriarty, III and 
Joseph X. Moriarty, and her daughter, Judith J, Moriarty.

Valerie was funny, opinionated, stubborn, strict (but fair), 
and heaven help the person who cursed in her presence. Her 
faith was fundamental to her both in good and bad times. She 
enjoyed cooking, researching genealogy, and reading his-
torical romance novels. She was a life long learner and even 
attended the University of  North Carolina in her spare time. 
Her favorite topics to study were history, cultural studies, 
and learning about anything relevant to her children (except 
technology). She had a great heart and used it wisely. She 
was loved and loved in return. Those around her will remem-
ber her laughter, odd sense of  humor, willingness to take the 
time to listen to others, and sometimes her sage advice.

Due to current conditions, there will not be a memorial. 
We look forward to a future time to gather, remember, and 
celebrate Valerie’s life. She will be missed.

If  you wish to commemorate Valerie’s life, we offer that 
you can donate to a charity of  your choice or just do a ran-
dom act of  kindness for a stranger.

RICHARD AVERY WARF 
Richard Avery Warf, age 74, of  Pittsboro, died Tuesday, 

July 7, 2020 at his home after a four-month battle with cancer. 
Richard was born June 3, 1946 in Lee County, NC, to the 

late M. Coy and Lula Johnson Warf. Richard was a veteran 
of  the United States Army and was a parachutist/rigger. 
Richard was employed for many years as a field representa-
tive for Trion and Air Cleaning Equipment. For the past 12 
years, he has been self-employed as an advisor of  air cleaning 
products. 

Richard was predeceased by his parents, M. Coy and Lula 
Johnson Warf; daughter, Denice Carol Warf; brothers, Coy 
Warf, Jr, James Calvin Warf, Charlie Warf; and sisters, 
Evelyn Warf  Hairgrove, Mary Warf  Wood, and Cathy Warf  
Jordan. 

Richard is survived by his wife of  41 years, Marie Jones 
Warf  of  the home; daughter, Pamela Warf  Simmons (Rod) 
of  Raleigh; sons, John Warf  (Sherry) of  Pittsboro and Brian 
Warf  of  Siler City; brother Jack Warf  (Judy) of  Sanford; 
sister, Lois Warf  Cisneros (Andy) of  Cameron; sister-in-law, 
Brenda Warf  of  Sanford; and grandchildren, Holly Simmons, 
Jack Simmons, Abigail Warf, Caleigh Warf, Lucas Warf, Evie 
Warf, and Dana Szpunar. 

Due to the covid restrictions, no services are planned at 
this time. A memorial service will be held at a later date. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family requests that donations be 
made to the Jimmy V Cancer Foundation: http://tinyurl.
com/warf.jimmyv.

WILLIAM DAVID PICKARD
William David Pickard, 71, of  

Silk Hope, passed away Tues-
day, July 7, 2020.

David attended Deep River 
School and completed his 
education while serving in 
the US Army. He was sta-
tioned in Korea, working in 
the motor pool and driving 
for the Colonel. He was an 
accomplished carpenter with 
his own carpentry business 
called Custom Woodworks. 
He also worked 29 years with 
UNC and The School of  Public 
Health. Years prior to retire-
ment were spent with the 
DOT in Raleigh. He was a past 
member and first responder 
of  the Silk Hope Fire Depart-
ment and a current member 
and past president of  the Silk 
Hope Ruritan Club. David was 
a current member of  South 
Fork Friends Meeting. 

He is survived by his wife of  
49 years, Sandra Johnson Pick-
ard; daughters, Sherry Norfleet 
of  Pittsboro, Danielle Pickard 
Cockrum of  Silk Hope, Annie 
Mae King of  Bear Creek; and 
five grandchildren. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, 
John William and Ethel Mae 
Riggsbee Pickard and brothers, 
Monty, Johnny, and Walter 
Pickard.

In lieu of  flowers we request 
prayer for our family and our 
country.  

Online condolences may be 
made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com.

JAMES ROBERT WELCH
James Robert Welch, 71, of  

Sanford, passed away on Tues-
day, July 7, 2020 at UNC Hospital.

A memorial service will be 
held in West Virginia.

He was born in Logan, West 
Virginia on September 16, 1948 
to the late John Henry and Pearl 
Hurley Welch. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in death 
by brothers, Ray Welch, Riley 
Welch, Ralph Welch, Russell 
Welch and a sister, Ruth Maynard. 
James was a 21-year veteran of  
the United States Air Force. After 
his retirement from the Air Force, 
he worked as a truck driver.

James is survived by his wife, 
Sarah Bailey Welch; daugh-
ters, Hannah Barry and Sarah 
Welch, both of Sanford, Emma 
Welch of South Carolina; son, 
Patrick Welch of South Carolina; 
step-sons, Mark Spradlin and 
James Spradlin, both of Sanford; 
brother, Johnny Welch of West 

Virginia; sister, Rita Hill of West 
Virginia; two grandchildren and 
one great-granddaughter.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

NELLIE MARIE 
(ROBERSON) WHITE

Dr. Nellie Marie White, 67, of  
Sanford, passed away Wednes-
day, July 8, 2020 at her residence.

Services were held at 11 
a.m. Tuesday, July 14, 2020 at 
New Hope Church. Interment 
followed at Haiti Cemetery in 
Trenton, N.C. 

VIRGINIA ELNORA 
(SPRUILL) BELK

Virginia Elnora Belk, 93 of San-
ford, passed away Wednesday, July 
8, 2020 at Westfield Rehabilitation 
and Health Center in Sanford.

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home.

VENDER ALEXANDER 
FRAZIER

Vender A. Frazier, 69, of  San-
ford, passed away on Thursday, 
July 9, 2020 at his residence.

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home.

LEWIS NEIL ATKINS
Lewis Neil Atkins, 94, of  

Sanford, passed away July 10, 
2020 at FirstHealth Hospice in 
Pinehurst. 

A graveside service will be 
held Thursday, July 16, 2020 at 
10 a.m. at White Hill Presbyteri-
an Church Cemetery with Rev. 
Elton Bryan and Pastor Clay 
Cox officiating.

Lewis served in the Navy 
during World War II, and 
retired from Lufkin in Apex. 
He was a member of  Sanford 
Church of  God. He was preced-
ed in death by his wife, Marie 
Eatmon Atkins, a daughter, 
Patricia Atkins Jones, four 
brothers and one sister.

Survivors include daugh-
ters, Gloria Atkins Nelson 
and Judith Atkins Wilson; 
a son, Robert Lewis Atkins; 
seven grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren and nine 
great-great-grandchildren.

In lieu of  flowers, the family 
requests donations be made 
to Church of  God Children’s 
Home, 2105 Pathway Drive, San-
ford, N.C. 27330.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home.

BILLY JOE ALSTON
Billy Joe Alston, 58, of  Siler 

City, passed away Saturday, 
July 11, 2020. 

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
and Son Funeral Home.

JAMES SPINKS
James Spinks, 70, of  Ashe-

boro, passed away Saturday, 
July 11, 2020 at his home. 

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
and Son, Siler City. 

JAMES ALLEN 
DICKERSON 

James Allen Dickerson, 75, of  
Cameron passed away at First 
Health Hospice in Southern 
Pines.

The family received friends 
from 4 to 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
July 15, 2020 at Bridges-Camer-
on Funeral Home in Sanford. 

Mr. Dickeron was a Sgt. in 
the US Army and a Vietnam 
Veteran. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, his 
wife, Barbara and his brother, 
Tommy.

Survivors include daughters, 
Toni Pendleton, Terri Munday, 
Jamie Champion; a step-son, 
Mark Helms; 14 grandchildren, 
and two great-grandchildren.

In lieu of  flowers, please 
make donations to the Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV), VA 
Regional Ofc. Federal Bldg., 251 
North Main Street, Room 151, 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 27101-3914.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home, 
Sanford.

ROBERT JOE DEBORD
Robert Joe DeBord, 78, of  

Siler City died Saturday, July 
11, 2020.

A graveside service was held 
at 11 a.m. Wednesday, July 15, 
2020 at Pleasant Grove Chris-
tian Church Cemetery. 

Mr. DeBord was born Novem-
ber 27, 1941 in Richmond, VA., the 
son of Walter Glen and Mary Ev-
elyn Parks DeBord, who preceded 
him in death. His sisters, Jessi 
DeBord McGloflin, Wilma DeBord 
Bowman and Jannett DeBord 
Fagg also preceded him in death. 
Robert was retired from March 
Furniture, and was a member of  
Brookdale Baptist Church. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Shirley Hayes DeBord; daugh-
ter, Frances Diann Linebaugh; 
brother, William Sterling 
DeBord; and two grandsons.

Online condolences may be 
made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com.

CHARLES DAVID GILLIS, 
SR. 

Charles David Gillis, Sr., 78, 
of  Sanford, passed away at his 
home on Sunday, July 12, 2020.

A graveside service was held 
on Wednesday, July 15, 2020 
at 10 a.m. at Buffalo Cemetery 
with Travis Corley and Rev. 
Joel Murr officiating. 

Charles was born in Guilford 
County on March 5, 1942, to 
the late Ruth Gillis Graham. 
In addition to his mother, he 
was preceded in death by his 
brother, Billy Wayne Graham. 
Charles served his Country in 
the US Army Reserve. He was 
the owner of  Gillis Pump Com-
pany for more than 30 years.  

He is survived by his wife, 
Pamela Bryant Gillis; chil-
dren, Candace Gillis Gowan of  
Charlotte, Charles David Gillis, 
Jr.(Chuck) and Crystal Gillis 
Abercrombie, both of  Sanford; 
siblings, Buster Graham, and 
Judy Graham Everidge, both of  
Olivia; and four grandchildren.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

ELLA MAE SMITH 
DRESSLER

Ella Mae Smith Dressler, 83, 
of  Climax, died Monday, July 
13, 2020 at her home.

The family will receive 
friends Thursday, July 16, 2020 
from 1 to 3 p.m., with the funer-
al at 3 p.m. at Community Bap-
tist Church with Keith Johnson 
officiating. Burial will follow in 
the church cemetery.

Mrs. Dressler was born 
September 22, 1936 in Chatham 
Cunty, the daughter of  Troy 
and Pauline Hicks Smith, who 
preceded her in death. She was 
also preceded in death by her 
husband, Dick “Red” Dressler; 
son, Timmy Ray Kearns; and 
two granddchildren. 

She is survived by a daugh-
ter, Janie Tuttle of  Julian; 
sons, Jeffrey Dale Kearns of  
Silk Hope, Johnny Kearns 
of  Staley, Dennis Kearns of  
Climax; sisters, Omelia Beck of  
Siler City and Linda Davis of  
Bennett; 16 grandchildren, 26 
great-grandchildren and three 
great-great-grandchildren.

Online condolences may be 
made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com.

Smith & Buckner Funeral 
Home is assisting the Dressler 
family.
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CHURCH NEWS

DEAN’S LIST

BILLY POE FAMILY REUNION CANCELED

STAUNTON MEMORIAL CME CHURCH 

Staunton Memorial CME Church will 
have a Drive-In Service in our church 
parking lot beginning at 10 a.m. on Sun-
day, July 19. Come out and share with 
our church family. 

The church is located at 230 Credle 
St., Pittsboro.

OAKLEY BAPTIST CHURCH 

There will be a free car wash and 
free yard sale, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 22, sponsored by Oak-
ley Baptist Church Youth. 

The church is located at 2300 Siler 
City-Glendon Rd., Siler City. 919-742-
2095, oakelybaptistchurch@gmail.
com

LOVES CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Due to the excessive heat, the Back-
yard Church Service at Loves Creek 
Baptist Church has been rescheduled to 
begin at 9 a.m. Bring your yard chairs 
to sit in the shade or remain in your 
vehicle to be part of  this service. All are 
welcome. 

We are located at 1745 East Eleventh 
St., Siler City, (across from Bojangles). 

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA

The University of  Alabama has named 
the following area students to their 2020 
Spring Dean’s/President’s List.

President’s List students must 
achieve a record of  4.0:

Kelsey Roper of  Siler City
Dean’s List students must achieve a 

record of  3.5:
Kendall Sutton of  Moncure, Jamie 

Hall of  Snow Camp

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Cameron McNeill of Pittsboro has been 
named to the University of Kentucky College 
of Arts & Sciences, Spring 2020 Dean’s List. 

Students must earn 12 or more credit 
hours with a minimum 3.60 GPA for the 
semester. 

The family of  the late 
William Lineberry “Billy” 
Poe and Sennie Adelaide 
Hackney Poe has can-

celed this year’s reunion 
scheduled for Saturday, 
July 18 due to the virus 
and restrictions. 

Be sure to leave this 
event on your calendar for 
2021. Any questions, call 
Doris Beck at 919-200-2143.

Teens face challenges 
while working during 

the pandemic
BY OLIVIA ROJAS 
AND CAROLINE 

WATKINS
News + Record Staff

Editor’s Note: This is the 
third and final installment 
in a series of  stories about 
how stress is impacting 
Chatham County during 
the spread of  COVID-19. 
According to research con-
ducted by BodyNutrition.
org, North Carolina is the 
third-most stressed state in 
the country.

Working during 
COVID-19

Teens across the coun-
try have faced a number 
of  challenges during the 
pandemic, from making 
the switch to online class-
es to having no choice 
but to celebrate their 
high school graduations 
virtually. 

Teens with jobs in the 
service industry have also 
experienced added stress, 
thanks to COVID-19. 

Among the 19.3 mil-
lion workers ages 16 to 
24 in the U.S. economy, 
9.2 million are employed 
in service-sector estab-
lishments, according to 
a study from the Pew 
Research Center that an-
alyzed information pub-
lished by the U.S. Bureau 
of  Labor Statistics. And 
with younger workers 
making up 24% of  em-
ployment in higher-risk 
industries overall, teens 
across the country have 
risked their own health 
during the pandemic 
while working. Some have 
even faced layoffs and un-
employment in areas with 
more severe COVID-19 
outbreaks. 

Although Yaseen Ali 
did not lose his job due to 
COVID, he left his job as 
a precaution — with con-
cerns about contracting 
and spreading the virus.

Ali, 18, a recent Jor-
dan-Matthews graduate, 
was working alongside 
his friend Jose Tepile, 
19, at Mountaire Farms, 
a chicken processing 
plant in Siler City. The 
two friends were working 
at the plant during the 
month of  March and into 
mid-April, as the pandem-
ic continued to spread 
across the U.S. 

“We were in the 
department called ‘cone 
debone,’” Ali said. “It’s 
considered the toughest 
department because it’s 
actually the most labor.”

The two were con-
cerned that COVID-19 
would spread to the pro-
cessing plant. 

“We were talking about 
it one day, while we were 
walking to work and we 
were like, ‘This virus is 
getting serious, like in 
China and New York.’ 
And [Jose] said, ‘How 
long till you think it gets 

to Siler?’”
The next day, someone 

tested positive for coro-
navirus at Mountaire 
Farms.

Both young men 
worked 12-13 hour shifts, 
but they would often 
reach 15 hours. They 
would volunteer to help 
with sanitation days, 
removing garbage and 
taking on additional re-
sponsibilities in the plant. 

“I mean, it’s not like 
they were telling us to do 
it, but we made it the op-
tion. If  we’re gonna work, 
we’re really going to put 
in the work,” Ali said.

Ali and Tepile stopped 
working at the plant in 
April. Tepile was let go 
for not following call-out 
procedure to use his vaca-
tion days — a simple and 
“lazy” mistake, he said. 

Poultry plants across 
the state have been heavi-
ly impacted by COVID-19, 
including the Tyson 
Foods chicken processing 
facility in Wilkes County, 
where 570 workers tested 
positive for the virus. 
Tyson Foods is the largest 
employer in that county. 

Harley Dority, a 
16-year-old rising junior 
at Chatham Central High 
School, started her job as 
a sandwich artist at Sub-
way during the pandemic. 
She fears contracting the 
virus at work and poten-
tially spreading it to her 
family. However, she got 
the job to save money for 
college and a car. 

“I probably tried to get 
a job at the wrong time,” 
she said. “But I needed 
one bad.”  

A promotion in a 
pandemic

Across town, another 
recent Jordan-Matthews 
graduate, Kayli McIntosh, 
had a different experi-
ence working during 
COVID-19. Not only did 
she get to continue her 
job at the Piggly Wiggly 
in Siler City, but she 
was promoted to closing 
cashier manager — a 
promotion she got in the 
midst of  the pandemic. 

“I pretty much worked 
a full-time job during this 
time. I worked 30-40 hours 
every week,” she said.  

However, her pro-
motion came at a cost. 
McIntosh said that some 
days at the store were 
“extremely busy” and her 
stress levels were “defi-
nitely affected.”

“Working at a grocery 
store was especially hard 
during the pandemic be-
cause everyone was hectic 
and frantically stocking 
up,” she said. “There 
weren’t any ‘normal’ 
days. Every day was busy, 
non-stop transactions. 
Wearing a mask for a nine 
hour shift was also very 
stressful.”   

For McIntosh, it was 

important for her to work, 
even during a pandemic.  

“I pay my own bills,” 
she said. “I also had to 
save up to buy myself  a 
car for college. I also need 
the money for dorm stuff, 
books and things like 
that.”  

Hard work pays off

Now, Ali works at Rite 
Stop, a gas station and 
store off of  U.S. Hwy. 64 
in Siler City, which his 
family owns. 

At the store, he contin-
ues to take all of  the safe-
ty precautions necessary 
to keep himself  safe and 
healthy during this time, 
in addition to the safety 
protocols that are put in 
place by the state. 

“We got like a little 
shield on top of  us and 
the counter is six feet 
apart,” Ali said. “I wash 
my hands frequently. 
I don’t touch anything 
after touching the money. 
A lot of  things can get 
passed down through 
money.”

Tepile, of  Siler City, 
now works at Bear Creek 
Arsenal in Sanford. Tep-
ile landed the job in June 
after a job search was 
made more lengthy due to 
the coronavirus crisis. 

“I was waiting for a 
long time,” Tepile said. 
“And that was actually 
making me look bad and 
I was actually feeling 
bad not working because 
everybody in my house 
was already going back to 
work.”

Despite the added stress 
these teens have experi-
enced during the pandem-
ic, Tepile says their hard 
work can pay off in the 
long run. 

“We’re gonna be work-
ing most of  our lives,” 
Tepile says. “We’re young, 
and I feel like now’s the 
time to basically take 
advantage of  our situa-
tions.”

Tepile also said that it 
never hurts to plan for 
the unexpected.

“Save up as much mon-
ey as you can, because 
you never know when 
you’re gonna need it in 
the future,” he said. 

Ali echoed his friend. 
“For right now, it’s all 

about making money. But 
for later on, it’s more than 
that — it’s about making 
a life,” he said.

Ali and Tepile are 
already looking to the 
future and have plans to 
continue their education. 
No matter what happens, 
they know they will be 
working to support them-
selves.

“I have to,” Tepile said. 

The digital project that ac-
companies this series can 
be found at https://www.
chathamnewsrecord.com/
stories/coping-during-
covid-19,6027

Jennifer Gordinao
CHR Broker Realtor

919-799-1692
GordianoJennifer@gmail.coom                 

HUNTING CLUB HOUSE
FOR SALE • 177 Addie Alston Rd.

Siler City, NC 27344

3  bedrooms
2 bathrooms

Lots of privacy
Year Built: 1983

20 Acres

The property  has been used by a 
Hunt Club and would be best use 
to continue as a club or individual, 
private hunting property.

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.
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Chatham restaurants re-open inside, 
but finding business a bit sluggish

BY PRESTON 
LENNON

News + Record 
Correspondent

Restaurants in Cha-
tham County and 
throughout North Caro-
lina have reopened their 
doors to a different sort of  
dining experience.

Until at least July 17, 
restaurants in North Car-
olina will be limited to 50 
percent capacity, require 
face coverings for work-
ers and enforce social 
distancing measures.

Restaurant owners in 
Chatham County are think-
ing that the fallout from the 
pandemic is going to linger 
for months to come.

“There’s no telling when 
businesses are going to re-
open fully, or when people 
are going to feel com-
fortable going out,” said 
Greg Lewis, the owner of  
Pittsboro Roadhouse. “So 
the government is going to 
have to do more in my esti-
mation. The government 
is going to have to come 
up with more ways to help 
small businesses survive 
the next six months.” 

Lewis closed his 
restaurant on July 12, 
and is now in the pro-

cess of  opening a new 
establishment at Cha-
tham Mills in the former 
location of  Pickle Jar and 
Oakleaf. Like his former 
restaurant, it will also be 
a steakhouse, but with a 
smaller menu. He hasn’t 
announced the name yet. 
Before the pandemic, 60% 
of  Lewis’ business came 
through his catering 
company, but that has 
now evaporated, he said.

While restaurants are 
struggling to fill the seats 
as people opt to stay at 
home rather than go out, 
a significant portion of  
their cost of  business 
remains steady, putting 
pressure on restaurants 
that have already had to 
scale back operations. 

“Your overhead costs are 
pretty much the same as 
you work through this pan-
demic,” Lewis said. “Your 
rent doesn’t go down. 
Utilities, the only reason 
they go down is because 
you’re using a little bit less. 
Insurance, things like that, 
they don’t change.” 

In April, Lewis pro-
cured a loan through the 
Small Business Associa-
tion’s Payroll Protection 
Program, granting him 
money that would be 

forgiven if  he kept his 
employees on payroll for 
eight weeks. 

Lewis did just that. As 
the eight weeks came to 
a close, however, he said 
the terms of  the loan 
changed, giving business-
es a longer period of  time 
to spend the money.

Lewis said he was 
instructed to put 75% of the 
loan toward payroll, with 
the remaining 25% allowed 
to be used on overhead 
costs. Under the updated 
rules, he said, the ratio 
changed to 60 percent for 
payroll and 40 for overhead.

“We basically paid 
employees to stay home,” 
he said. “That way they 
were not going to the un-
employment offices and 
clogging up those offices.” 

But Lewis said the rule 
change put him at a dis-
advantage, because other 
businesses that held onto 
the money rather than 
using it to pay unneeded 
employees now had a 24-
week period to make use of  
the loan, and could use it to 
reopen their businesses. 

“There were those busi-
nesses that chose to hold 
on to that money instead of  
spend it,” he said. “Those 
folks now have an advan-

tage over those of us who 
spent the money correctly.”

At other restaurants 
in Chatham County, 
concerns over how the 
pandemic will affect din-
ing are at the forefront of  
restaurateurs’ minds. 

Bill Hartley, the co-owner 
of Postal Fish Company in 
Pittsboro, said the days of  
customers coming into the 
restaurant and spending 
two hours eating dinner are 
over for the time being. 

“People come in, do their 
thing, and they get up and 
leave,” Hartley said. 

At the restaurants in 
the Fearrington Village, 
a Pittsboro real estate 
community that includes 
a luxury inn with multiple 
dining options, the bar is 
closed. To help mitigate po-
tential virus spread, each 
table in the Fearrington 
House restaurant is only 
used once per night. 

Kerstin Lindgren, the 
marketing and public 
relations manager for 
Fearrington Village, said 
employees’ hours have been 
reduced across the board.

“We need for folks to 
continue to be good about 
wearing masks so we can 
dig out of  this faster,” she 
said. “It affects things 

from a PR standpoint, 
because people hear that 
the rates are up in North 
Carolina and they don’t 
want to travel here. So it’s 
really all about getting 
people to wear those 
masks.”

Although many 
restaurants have been 
able to survive on take-
out orders and reduced 
capacity dining, others 
haven’t been able to 
withstand the toll the 
pandemic has forced 
upon the industry.

Courtney Machowicz, 
who owned the Whiskey 
Barrel Cafe in Siler City, 
said her situation became 
unsustainable after a pe-
riod of  low sales followed 
Governor Roy Cooper’s 
March 17 order, which 
required restaurants to 
switch to a take-out- and 
delivery-only model. She 
said she decided to sell 
her struggling business, 
and join her husband 
who was living in Cali-
fornia.

“Prior to this situation I 
was reaching out to see if  
the town/county offered 
seed money, which I found 
out that they do not.  All of  
the surrounding counties 
offer it for businesses,” 

she said in an email. “This 
is very disheartening that 
during the times in need, 
it seemed that we (small 
businesses) are stuck on 
the lowest part of  the to-
tem pole and bound by the 
most strict of  policies.”

The Chatham County 
Health Department is 
hosting a twice-a-week 
Zoom call for restaurant 
owners, in which they 
provide guidance on 
safe practices and field 
questions from the com-
munity.

Lewis, the Pittsboro 
Roadhouse owner, said he 
thinks the Health Depart-
ment is doing great work, 
but he hasn’t heard much 
from other government 
offices. 

Lisa Morgan, the 
supervisor for the coun-
ty’s Food and Lodging 
program, said that her 
department has helped 
some restaurants revise 
their permits to allow 
them to serve family style 
meals.

“We are telling them 
they’re an essential busi-
ness,” Morgan said. “Their 
role in the community is 
vital. They provide food, 
so we’re really trying to 
encourage them to keep 

DINING IN? IT’S HELPING EATERIES, BUT IS IT ENOUGH?

NEWS BRIEFS
Enrolling in the Voluntary 

Agricultural District program 
PITTSBORO — The Chatham County 

Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD) 
promotes the agricultural values and 
general welfare of  the county by raising 
awareness of  the importance of  our 
agricultural community and its way of  
life. This is accomplished by encour-
aging the preservation of  agriculture, 
horticulture, and forestry through pro-
tection from non-farm development. 

VAD is overseen by the Agricultural 
Advisory Board, which acts at the local 
government level to serve the interests 
of  farmers in the county. The board in-
cludes nine appointed Chatham County 

residents who are actively engaged in 
agriculture. The Chatham County VAD, 
first adopted in 2001, had grown to nearly 
30,000 acres of  enrolled farmland by 2019, 
when the program was amended to com-
ply with state statutes. The amendments 
added a conservation agreement and 
removed acreage restrictions, enabling 
VAD to include more farming operations.  

Chatham County landowners who 
enrolled their farmland in VAD prior to 
August 19, 2019, are asked to re-apply to 
continue as a Voluntary Agricultural 
District. To date, efforts to re-enroll the 
original farms and invite new farms to 
participate in VAD have resulted in near-
ly 10,000 acres of  enrolled farmland. 

VAD enrollment encourages the preserva-

tion and protection of farmland. By partici-
pating in the program, neighbors, potential 
property buyers, and the public are made 
aware of the location of the working farm, 
discouraging possible nuisance complaints.  

Enrolled landowners can receive a sign 
(while supplies last) to display at their 
farm to show that the property is working 
farmland. The property is also publicly 
designated as VAD on the county’s GIS 
website and on the property tax card. 
Additionally, farms belonging to a VAD 
will not be required to connect to county 
water or sewer. Any potential assessment 
fees are suspended without interest un-
less and until property is connected.  

Farms enrolled in VAD may also 
benefit from higher ranking in Chatham 

Soil and Water Conservation District 
cost-share programs. Landowners 
enrolled in the Chatham County VAD 
voluntarily agree to protect their land 
from development for 10 years.

Who should enroll? Qualifying farmland 
includes property that is actively engaged 
in agriculture, is well managed to prevent 
soil erosion, is located in unincorporated 
areas of Chatham County, and can be kept 
in agriculture for at least 10 years. To en-
roll, interested landowners may request an 
application or apply for VAD. Please con-
tact Chatham Soil and Water Conservation 
District at 919-542-8228 with questions or for 
assistance filling out the VAD application.

— CN+R staff reports

Bowen Insurance Agency is located at:
1345 Thompson Street
(formerly APC Insurance)
 
Give us a call at 919-444-2499

Bowen Insurance 
Agency has a 
new location in 
Pittsboro 
(formerly APC 
Insurance)! 

We are an independent insurance agency founded 
in Wake County in 2001 by Brad Bowen. We are 

thrilled to be expanding into Chatham County! The new 
location will be managed by Pittsboro resident,  
Jennifer McLaurin.

We are OPEN 
and here for you.
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was the right thing to do.”
Into that period of  his-

tory came Cary Benjamin 
(“Ben”) Jones, a “‘little ol’ 
farm boy from Apex,” as 
he described himself  in a 
2019 News + Record story 
on the occasion of  his 
100th birthday. He died 
June 23 at the age of  101.

As an Army Air Corps 
fighter pilot, before the hos-
tilities ended, Jones would 
fly 22 combat missions with 
the British and 80 with 
his countrymen against 
German and Italian pilots 
and troops over a span of 16 
months. During that time, 
he would be shot at, shot up 
and shot down — and live 
to talk about it, then return 
to the states, where in 
1974, he and his wife Velda 
built their dream home in 
Chatham County between 
Pittsboro and Siler City, 
where he continued in the 
cattle business.

That farm became, he 
said, a place where his 
soul was restored.

Jones had first tasted 
the beef industry after 
moving to California 
in 1940 to visit a sister. 
Taking a job with a bank, 
he also spent time helping 
his brother-in-law with his 
vegetable farming and cat-
tle feeding business and 
learning the meat packing 
business until the bomb-
ing of  Pearl Harbor. He 
immediately went to a San 
Diego recruiting office, 
volunteered, called upon 
his air cadet experience 
as a student at N.C. State 
and was sworn in as an 
aviation cadet. After basic 
and advanced training, he 
was commissioned a 2nd 
Lieutenant and sent for 
further training in P-40 
Warhawks for overseas 
combat, eventually joining 
“Hell’s Belles,” the 316th 
Fighter Squadron of the 
324 Flight Group.

“None of  us expected to 
get home,” he said of  his 
missions in North Africa, 
Sicily and Italy. “We knew 
we were there until it was 
over or we were killed.”

But he did survive. 
After returning from the 
war, the decorated pilot, 
who received a number 

of  air medals and badg-
es, became a test pilot in 
January 1944 for several 
military aircraft before 
being discharged two 
years later. 

By this time, Jones had 
a family — including baby 
daughter Susan — and he 
and his family moved to El 
Centro, California, where 
he and his brother-in-
law built a meat packing 
plant. For 25 years, he was 
president and manager 
of  the company and also 
a partner in the cattle 
feeding business.

While those ventures 
proved successful, chang-
es in the business world 
were coming fast.

“The times and busi-
ness world then were 
changing,” Jones said on 
his 100th birthday, “and 
we had to get bigger to 
survive so I got out.”

And as those times 
changed, so did his plans 
for the future.

“The good Lord was still 
looking after this ol’ farm 
boy,” he remembered. “I 
had promised my wife not 
to do anything else so for 
awhile we traveled. But 
she used to say the closer I 
got to North Carolina, the 
bigger my grin got.”

In time, they began to 
look for property in the 
state; a friend suggested 
Chatham County.

“I wasn’t interested,” 
he said. “I’d been through 
there and seen that worn-
out red clay but he said, 
‘Oh, it’s changed. They’ve 
been fertilizing it. You 
ought to check it out,’ so 
we did.”

And the rest was his-
tory.

The land he bought was 
where Joe Harris grew up.

“He bought the land and 
I helped him perc the soil,” 
Harris says. “Trees were 
cut down and we burned 
an old house. Then some-
one filled in the hole and I 
sewed that ground. I knew 
him for 50 or 55 years. He 
was a fine fellow.”

After building their 
home, Ben and Velda 
were active in beef cattle 
farming for years until her 
death in 2002. And even 
when he finally retired 
from farming, other 
growers used his pastures 
for their cattle so there was 
seldom a time when Jones 
couldn’t look out his big 
plate glass window and see 
cattle grazing on the hills.

“His wife Velda, Lord, 
she was an angel,” Harris 
says, “just as good a person 
as Ben was. They were a 
terrific pair. Ben was more 
like an uncle to me than 
just somebody I knew.”

Harris remained a part 
of  Jones’ life through the 
years, even to the point of  
providing a persimmon 
pudding fairly often.

“Sometimes I’d go with 
him to the eye doctor,” he 
says. “He’d drive over and 
I’d drive back since they 
dilated his eyes. Or I’d go 
with him to eat. All the 
waitresses had to hug him. 
They all loved him; he 
was generous. There was 
nobody like him. One time 
he had to have a serious 
operation but he told me 
you had to play cards with 
the hand you were dealt. 
I never saw him in a bad 
mood.”

Jones had several 
contemporaries who also 
raised cattle, including 
neighbor and friend John 
Etchison. They often 
talked shop, discussing the 
business.

“We had some good 
times,” Etchison says, 
“took lots of  road trips. 
Even when he got close 
to a hundred, before he 
stopped driving, he was 
still a good driver. I never 
hesitated to ride with him.

“He was,” Etchison says, 
“a heck of  a good man, 
one of  the best. I thought 
the world of  him. I miss 
him.” And in describ-
ing his longtime friend, 
Etchison used a word so 
many others who knew 
him have used — the word 

“gentleman.”
“But when you think 

about that,” Etchison says, 
“it’s kind of  hard to put 
that together with what he 
did in combat but he was 
that — a real gentleman.”

Rachel Etchison echoed 
her husband’s thoughts, 
noting “Mr. Ben was su-
per, anything you did for 
him he never failed to ac-
knowledge it, to say thank 
you. He was always willing 
to share, like strawberries 
when he got some.”

That was, says daughter 
Susan, a dominant char-
acteristic of  Ben Jones. 
“Talking about it isn’t the 
same as living it” she says. 
“I grew up with that; he 
was forever a gentleman, 
always was that way.” 
But that quality isn’t the 
only thing she remembers 
about her father. “He was 
also such an athlete,” she 
says. “I was an only child 
and I remember standing 
on his palms as a child. 
He was very strong and 
worked hard all his life.”

Those athletic qualities 
served him well in the 
service, Jones said. For 
one thing, he had physical 
strength developed early 
from plowing with mules 
as a 6 year old and helping 
his mother supplement 
her teacher’s income after 
her husband died when 
Jones was 4. The family 
grew cotton, wheat, oats 
and soybeans and raised 
poultry, hogs and cattle.

But there were also 
lessons learned playing 
on various high school 
and college teams. At 
Apex High School, Jones 
ran track, boxed and 
played football, basketball 
and baseball. At North 
Carolina State, he lettered 
in baseball and football, 
earning the nickname 
“Jackrabbit Jones” for his 
speed and agility.

“When I look back,” he 
once said, “there’s nothing 
that helped me more than 
playing football. It taught 
me how important team-
work is and taught me to 
make a decision quickly 
and it needed to be the right 
decision when you make it.”

Despite his age, Jones 
maintained a keen interest 
in affairs of  the nation and 
the world, watching those 
activities on his iPad. And 
he retained his lifelong 

interest in the agricultural 
world. Longtime friend 
and fellow pilot Mike 
Grigg was the other half  
of  many conversations.

“We talked about lots of  
things,” Grigg said from 
his home in Beaufort, 
where he moved a few 
years ago. “We talked al-
most every afternoon and 
how the nation was going 
today blew his mind, espe-
cially after what he did in 
life. We about figured out 
that much of the unrest 
comes from young folks 
brainwashed at college.”

Griggs described his re-
lationship with Jones the 
way many others did.

“He was a friend, a father 
figure, a mentor, a man’s 
man,” he says. “I never 
met anyone who didn’t like 
him or remember him. He 
wasn’t big in stature but 
he was a big man, a special 
guy, unique.”

The tales about Army 
life that Jones told Grigg 
and others are almost leg-
end. There was the time 
he bailed out of  his plane 
upside down because of  
a fire in the cockpit. That 
particular escape was 
because there were no 
ejection seats in aircraft 
of  those days and many 
pilots were often struck 
by the tail of  their own 
plane. On that particular 
day, Jones remembered, 
his parachute was slow 
to open and he prayed he 
wouldn’t be conscious 
when he hit the ground. It 
finally opened in time for 
him to see his plane crash 
in a French farmer’s field, 
setting it on fire.

Then there was his first 
combat mission where he 
came face to face with the 
reality of  his situation.

“When they started 
shooting at me,” he once 
said, “I thought ‘they’re 
trying to kill me, they’re 
trying to kill my mama’s 
baby boy.’ It gave you a 
different perspective.”

Despite his successful 
record, Grigg says, Jones 
was a “very humble man” 
but that, too, was a child-
hood trait that endured 
through his life.

“I remember him saying 
one day after he’d been in 
cadet school for a while, 
a soldier came up to him 
and gave him some mon-
ey. Ben asked him what 

it was for and the soldier 
said ‘It’s your pay.’ And 
Ben said, ‘You mean we 
get paid for doing this?’’He 
was a patriotic man.”

As life moved along, 
Jones acquired more family 
— stepsons, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, niec-
es, great-nieces and neph-
ews and cousins — and 
even more friends. A spe-
cial friend, daughter Susan 
Brock says, was “his dear 
companion” of many years, 
Jean Watkins. “The past 
few years with Jean was a 
bonus chapter in Dad’s life. 
If not for her, I don’t know 
that he would have had the 
will to keep going. She was 
such a friend.” 

“There were so many 
good things about Ben,” 
Watkins says. “We enjoyed 
simple things — rides in 
the country, watching sun-
sets through his big win-
dow, being with friends. It 
was really so comfortable. 
I couldn’t ask for anyone 
to be any nicer to me; I 
hope I was to him.”

It was the gentle nature 
of Ben Jones that drew 
folks to him. Several friends 
referred to him as a “gen-
tleman and a gentle man.” 

“We never had a dis-
agreement,” Watkins says. 
“We used to say we wished 
everyone could be this com-
fortable in a relationship.

“He was always happy,” 
she added. “He often said 
he loved waking up in the 
morning knowing he had 
another day. Before he 
died, he told me, ‘I’ll never 
be without you. When 
you go for a ride in the 
country, I’ll be in the seat 
next to you. When you see 
a sunset, I’ll be there.’ He 
did so much for so many 
people and did it without 
recognition; he didn’t 
want any.”

Jones loved flying and 
he often told people it 
broadened his under-
standing of  life. “I go up in 
the sky,” he says, “and see 
those clouds and experi-
ence how close to God I 
feel and then I look down 
and realize how insignifi-
cant we all are.”

Ben Jones answered his 
final roll call on June 23. 
He was 101.

“If  Uncle Ben isn’t in 
Heaven,” Joe Harris says, 
“the rest of  us don’t have a 
chance.”

‘He was a friend, a father figure, a mentor, 
a man’s man. I never met anyone who 
didn’t like him or remember him. He 
wasn’t big in stature but he was a big 
man, a special guy, unique.’

MIKE GRIGGS, longtime friend and fellow pilot

JONES
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In this time of uncertainty, we have the privilege of being available to listen, guide, bring confidence and support our 
clients and our communities in a way no one else does. We are committed to taking care of our clients’ well-being and 

demonstrating our value by listening to what they are telling us is most important to them, providing advice, and exceptional 

service.

 

As the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak continues to evolve, we remain committed to serving our clients through volatility 

and uncertainty. At the same time, we are taking steps to protect the health and well-being of our clients, associates, families 

and communities. Our communities and so many investors need us now more 

than ever, and while public access to the branch and in-person meetings 

have been suspended, our need to serve clients hasn’t changed.

Chatham County Financial Advisors
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BEAR CREEK — Sherman 
Howze has worked in foot-
ball for close to 30 years. But 
Chatham Central’s head coach 
admittedly felt like a rookie last 
week.

“I’ve never seen anything like 
it,” Howze said, standing on 
the edge of  the school’s prac-
tice field wearing a visor cap, 
sunglasses and a camouflage 
facemask.

It was last Wednesday morn-
ing, around 10 a.m. and already 
90 degrees, and the Bears were 
in the middle of  their third day 
of  socially distanced work-
outs: no balls, no pads and no 
contact.

In front of  Howze, nine 
players ran through agility 
drills under the instruction of  
an assistant coach. They were 
spread out among a 6-by-6 grid 
of  small orange cones, each one 
6 feet apart from the next, in 
individual workout “boxes.” A 
line of  water bottles and masks, 
also spaced out, lined a nearby 
fence.

“Yes sir!” Howze called out to 
the group after a few minutes. 
“Y’all look like model citizens!”

He was learning on the fly, 
sure, but took solace in the fact 
he wasn’t the only one.

Similar scenes played out at 
Northwood and Jordan-Mat-
thews as the three high schools 
that fall under the Chatham 
County Schools system — and 
the only three schools in the 
county with football teams — 
resumed workouts on July 6.

The NCHSAA announced 
last month that schools — 
which had been in a “dead 
period” since mid-March — 
could resume workouts on June 
15, under strict guidelines to 
combat the spread of  the coro-
navirus.

After two days of  conver-
sations and meetings among 
CCS administration, athletic 
directors and coaches, though, 
the system decided to delay 
workouts for 3A Northwood, 2A 
Jordan-Matthews and 1A Cha-
tham Central until three weeks 
after that initial date. It also 
initially limited the workouts to 

fall sports.
The reasoning: more time to 

prepare.
That much was apparent on 

Chatham Central’s campus, 
as athletic director Bob Pe-
gram handled comfortably the 
pre-workout screening ques-
tions and temperature checks 
at a pop-up tent in the gravel 
parking lot.

“Safety is priority No. 1, 2, 3 
and 4,” Pegram said.

The Bears have held two foot-
ball workouts a day, Monday 
through Thursday: linemen 
from 8 to 9 a.m., and offensive/
defensive skill position players 
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Howze said he’s working with 
a roster of  35 to 40 total players 
and saw most of  them during 
the first week. Since most of  
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Summer football workouts return 
in Chatham County

Return of fall sports will be determined by 
Cooper’s Plan B, commissioner says

BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

Over the last month, the NCH-
SAA’s next major decision on 
when and whether high schools 
will play sports this fall grew 
increasingly contingent on Gov. 
Roy Cooper’s upcoming school 
reopening plan, commissioner 
Que Tucker said in a news con-
ference last Wednesday.

Now, with Cooper’s an-
nouncement Tuesday that 
schools may resume under 
Plan B, a mix of  in-person and 
virtual learning, the NCHSAA 
has that framework to work 
under in future weeks as it de-
termines the best path forward.

In a news conference Tues-
day afternoon, Cooper said indi-
vidual school districts may opt 
for remote learning, or Plan C, 
if  they choose. Face masks, he 
said, will also be required for 
all students, staff and teachers.

“This decision on the start-
ing of  school for the 2020-21 
school year now puts us in a 
better position to make in-
formed decisions concerning 
if, when, and how to resume 
athletic competition at NCH-
SAA member schools” Tucker 
said in a release after Cooper’s 
announcement.

Tucker said last week the 
NCHSAA was hopeful it could 
design a safe plan for sports 
returning under Cooper’s Plan 
A or B. If  Cooper had opted for 
a purely online learning option, 
Plan C, Tucker said it would 
have been “difficult to imagine” 
sports returning in the fall.

The NCHSAA hasn’t made any 
major announcements on the 
resumption of sports since early 
June, when it allowed individual 
districts to resume modified sum-
mer workouts on June 15 or later. 

The current start date for fall 
sport tryouts and practices is Au-
gust 1, and the current start date 
for public schools is August 17.

“We will continue discuss-
ing the numerous options 
and scenarios that have been 
developed and recommended, 
identifying the most appro-
priate scenarios,” Tucker said 
in the release. “The NCHSAA 
staff will work with the Board 
of  Directors, Sports Medicine 
Advisory Committee and other 
stakeholder groups to solidify 
the details of  the best plan for 
the safety of  our student-ath-
letes, coaches, administrators 
and the communities the Asso-
ciation represents.”

“We know everyone is 
interested in start dates and 
protocols,” she added. “The 
NCHSAA will provide further 
updates when they become 
available after Board discussion 
and action.”

Here are a few more take-
aways from Tucker’s news 
conference last week:

Participation varies

Attempting to gauge how 
many of its schools have re-
sumed workouts, the NCHSAA 
sent a survey last week to school 
district athletic directors and 
the principals of  the associa-
tion’s charter/parochial schools.

Nick Stevens of  HighSchoo-
lOT provided an in-depth 
follow-up to those numbers over 
the next week. As of  June 9, 
HSOT reported that 83 local ed-
ucation agencies (50.9%) had re-
sumed workouts, and 71 (43.5%) 
had not; nine LEAs provided 
no update. Under the NCH-
SAA’s definition, public school 
districts, which encompass 
multiple schools, and individual 
charter/parochial schools are 
deemed LEAs. (Independent 
schools in the state have a differ-
ent governing body.)

In terms of  total schools, 
though, more are holding off 
(224) than working out (182). 
That’s a result of  smaller, more 
rural districts OK’ing work-

outs while larger, more metro 
districts stand back. Nine of  
the state’s 10 largest districts — 
including Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg and nearby Wake County 
Schools, which together serve 
22% of  the NCHSAA’s total 
athletes — remain on hold.

In Chatham County, the 
three schools within the district 
(Northwood, Jordan-Matthews 
and Chatham Central), along 
with Woods Charter, resumed 
workouts July 6. Chatham Char-
ter started workouts June 15.

Four COVID-19 cases

At the time of  her news con-
ference, Tucker said the NCH-
SAA was aware of  four positive 
COVID-19 cases among schools 
that have resumed. But the 
infections, she said, happened 
outside of  a team setting.

“We know that one person 
was in Myrtle Beach the week 
prior to beginning workouts,” 
she said. “Someone else had 
been in Myrtle Beach. So what 
we’re finding is right now is 
that, yes, there have been a few, 
but they were not spread by 
virtue of  being in the workout 
session. So that’s a good thing.”

No hard cut-off dates

Tucker said the NCHSAA 
will remain open to starting 
fall sports at a later date, even 
if  that’s deep into the fall and 
far past the Aug. 1 and Aug. 17 
dates that have been floated.

She painted a hypothetical 
scenario where, after a delay, 
the NCHSAA got the go-ahead 
to start competitions on Oct. 1. If  
that were the case, Tucker said 
“it would be incumbent upon us 
as a staff to put together some-
thing for our schools that those 

fall sport teams could play.”
“Even if  it’s for a month, a 

month and a half, and there are 
no playoffs and they end in a 
conference championship,” she 
said. “So we’ve got everything 
on the table. No lines really 
drawn in the sand right now, 
except that we know that Aug. 1 
is approaching quickly.”

Outside factors

Tucker said she has always 
been a bit worried about ath-
letes participating in outside 
events, such as showcase events 
and club sports.

Her usual fears are that 
coaches may not be certified 
or teaching the same sports-
manship values the NCHSAA 
values. She admitted this year, 
her fears are “probably exacer-
bated because of  COVID-19.”

“Yes, it’s concerning,” Tucker 
said, adding she wasn’t lump-
ing all outside events into one 
category. “Especially if  they’re 
not wearing masks, they’re not 
social distancing and there is no 
apparent effort to wash hands 
or have sanitizer provided.”

Her mindset there: “Control 
what I can control.” That also ap-
plies, she said, to another prob-
lem the NCHSAA may encoun-
ter: coaches recruiting athletes 
to other states (or schools within 
North Carolina) with looser 
guidelines and/or promises to 
play football in the fall.

“We’ve talked about it,” 
she said. “We will continue 
to address it and discuss it to 
try to see how we can mitigate 
against that.”

Reporter Chapel Fowler can be 
reached at cfowler@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @chapel-
fowler.

‘DIFFERENT THAN WHAT WE’RE USED TO’

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

During their first week of socially distanced workouts, the Bears practiced Monday through Thursday.

‘You don’t realize how 
much you missed it until 
you sit there and see it 
come back.’

CULLEN HOMOLKA, North-
wood football head coach

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Devin Creek, a junior linebacker, runs during a conditioning drill on July 8.See FOOTBALL, page B2

NCHSAA NEWS CONFERENCE

Submitted photo

North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper

Submitted photo

NCHSAA commissioner Que 
Tucker



those players work full-
time jobs, he’s happy to 
accommodate them for 
whatever time slots fits 
their schedule. (NCH-
SAA summer workouts, 
regardless of  COVID-19, 
have long been voluntary 
for athletes.)

Over at Northwood, 
head coach Cullen Ho-
molka said attendance’s 

been “awesome.” Under 
the NCHSAA’s Phase One 
guidelines, 25 total people 
are allowed at outdoor 
workouts. Homolka 
capped player attendance 
at 22 (to account for him 
and his assistants) and 
ran two hour-long ses-
sions each morning.

All of  those have been 
at or near capacity, so last 
week Homolka saw about 
44 players a day and 90 dif-
ferent players in all from 
Monday to Friday. Consid-
ering the limitations and 

logistics of  it all, he was 
flattered so many of his 
kids showed up — just for 
an hour of  grueling condi-
tioning in the heat.

“Everybody’s pushing 
each other, trying to be 
better,” Homolka said. 
“Everybody has a pur-
pose. Seeing that is awe-
some. You don’t realize 
how much you missed it 
until you sit there and see 
it come back after a four-
month break.”

Sam Spencer, the head 
coach at Jordan-Mat-

thews, said he’s seen 
about 34 players attend 
at least one workout. The 
Jets are practicing later 
at night — 6 to 7 p.m. for 
juniors and seniors, 7 to 
8 p.m. for freshmen and 
sophomores — three 
times a week, although 
they canceled Tuesday 
because of  rain.

“You know, it’s so 
different than what we’re 
used to and what the kids 
are used to,” Spencer 
said. “But it’s just fun 
to be around your guys. 
These are our kids.”

There’s another factor 
to the CCS restart, too.

According to Nick 
Stevens of  HighSchoo-
lOT, 83 local education 
agencies (public school 
districts and individ-
ual charter/parochial 
schools) have resumed 
workouts, and 71 have 
not, as of  June 9. But 
those LEAs tend to be 
smaller and more rural, 
and more total schools 
(224) have held off  on 
workouts than started 
them (182).

Among the 10 largest 
districts in the state, 
only one has resumed 
workouts. The other 
nine, including Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg 
Schools and nearby 
Wake County and 
Durham County Schools, 
remain on hold until at 
least July 20. That’s put 
Chatham County’s three 
public schools on a bit of  
pedestal in the area.

“It’s a cool feeling,” said 
Tyler Oldham, a senior 
receiver at Chatham Cen-
tral. “It’s kind of  like all 
eyes are on us. We don’t 
want to mess up. We don’t 
want to ruin anything. We 
want to set a standard for 
everybody else to follow, 
so we’re trying to do 
everything right.”

Trey Clay, a junior 
cornerback, agreed with 
his teammate. Although 
his calves were sore from 
an intense backpedaling 
drill, he’d missed football. 

A lot. And last week’s 
practices were a taste 
of  what he hopes will 
ultimately happen: games 
in the fall

“Right now, I just want 
to get back and play,” 
Clay said. “That’s all I 
want to do.”

Reporter Chapel Fowler 
can be reached at cfowl-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @chapelfowler.
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FOOTBALL
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Chatham Central athletic director Bob Pegram 
(left) and football coach Sherman Howze watch 
workouts on July 8.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Chatham Central spread its player out in a large grid of small orange cones, all 6 feet apart, for drills.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Tyler Oldham, a senior wide receiver for Chatham Central, answers questions 
during a pre-workout screening. He’s hoping his 2019 junior season isn’t his 
last time officially on the field for a game.

Cross country will not compete this 
year, other teams move to spring

BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

Central Carolina 
Community College has 
canceled its fall sports 
season in reaction to the 
ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, the school 
said in Tuesday morning 
release.

The Cougars’ decision 
came a day after the 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association, the 
organization under which 
they compete, announced 
that “a majority of  com-
petition” will be moved to 
the spring.

“While we are very dis-
appointed that we will not 
be able to compete in the 
fall season, we will always 

put the health and safety 
of  our student-athletes 
and coaches as our top 
priority,” athletic direc-
tor Jonathan Hockaday 
said in the release. “We 
feel that this is the best 
decision for our stu-
dent-athletes during this 
unprecedented time with 
COVID-19.”

At CCCC, men’s and 
women’s cross country 
athletes will be most 
affected — the school will 
not field a cross country 
team for the upcoming 
school year. The NJCAA 
said Monday that cross 
country, half-marathon 
running and women’s 
tennis (all low-contact 

sports) could continue 
in the fall. But Hockaday 
said the CCCC admin-
istration and athletic 
department “just did not 
feel comfortable putting 
our student-athletes at 
that risk” in the coming 
months.

“It was a difficult 
decision about cross 

country,” Hockaday 
told the News + Record. 
“We hated to do it to our 
student athletes who 
committed to come here, 
but there was concern 
from the coaches on what 
all would be plausible for 
us to do.”

Volleyball, CCCC’s 
other fall sport, will move 
to fall competition. The 
men’s golf  team will not 
compete in any fall tour-
naments (just the spring), 
and the men’s and 
women’s basketball teams 
— which usually begin 
playing in the late fall — 
are planning to start their 
seasons in January, in 
accordance with NJCAA 
guidelines.

CCCC, which has 

campuses in Chatham, 
Lee and Harnett coun-
ties, is planning to begin 
its 2020-21 academic 
year as scheduled on 
Aug. 17. The school will 
provide a mix of  online 
and in-person instruc-
tion with “appropriate 
measures in place for 
classroom and personal 
safety.”

“It’s difficult,” Hocka-
day said of  the decision 
to cancel fall sports. “But 
we’ve got to do what’s 
best for the college and 
student-athletes as a 
whole.”

Reporter Chapel Fowler 
can be reached at cfowl-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @chapelfowler.

CCCC CANCELS FALL SPORTS

SPORTS BRIEFS

Positive COVID-19 test 
for UNC, N.C. State 

athletics
Two nearby schools in the 

Triangle have released their 
first round of  coronavirus test-
ing numbers.

At UNC, the school an-
nounced 37 positive tests among 
student-athletes, coaches and 
athletics department staff on 
July 8. The school administered 
429 total tests.

“As a precaution, our football 
team will pause voluntary 
workouts for at least a week 
and will resume at a date to be 
determined,” the school said in 
a release.

In accordance with school 
protocol, those who tested 

positive will isolate for up to 
14 days in either a campus 
residence hall specified by 
UNC (for student-athletes) or 
at their permanent residents 
(for coaches and department 
staffers).

At N.C. State, the school 
announced five positive tests 
among student-athletes, coach-
es and athletics department 
staff on July 9.  The school 
administered 315 total tests.

Those five people went into 
isolation, following school and 
CDC guidelines.

Duke began a phased return 
to campus for its student-ath-
letes — similar to the ones UNC 
and N.C. State have already 
started — on July 12.

“Upon arrival to campus, 
all student-athletes will be 

tested for COVID-19 and will be 
required to follow health and 
hygiene protocols established 
by Duke and national medical 
experts,” the school said in a 
release. “These measures are 
consistent with the procedures 
for all Duke undergraduate 
students.”

College conferences 
make fall sports shifts
Plenty of  news emerged on 

the college front last week, as 
schools and conferences contin-
ue to evaluate the best and saf-
est path forward for fall sports 
(especially football) during the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Most notably, two Power Five 
conferences — the Big Ten and 

the Pac-12 — announced they 
would shift to a conference-only 
schedule. The Ivy League, the 
Patriot League and the CIAA 
(which has seven teams in 
North Carolina) canceled fall 
athletics in full, keeping the 
option of  spring competition 
open.

Close to home, ACC com-
missioner John Swofford 
announced the conference 
anticipates a decision on “the 
best possible path forward” 
by the end of  the month. In 
the last week, the league also 
announced it wouldn’t resume 
fall Olympic sports until at 
least Sept. 1, and that it was 
delaying its now-virtual ACC 
Football Kickoff Media Days 
(scheduled for late July) indef-
initely.

No NCHSAA dead 
period next week

The NCHSAA had originally 
scheduled a dead period for the 
week of  July 20 through 26 for 
the N.C. Coaches Association 
Clinic. But with that event 
canceled, the board of  directors 
approved the elimination of  
that dead period.

Next week will mark the 
third of  workouts for North-
wood, Jordan-Matthews, 
Chatham Central and Woods 
Charter, each of  which began 
on July 6. Chatham Charter has 
been holding workouts since 
June 15, the earliest date to do 
so.

— CN+R staff reports

It’s Time To Stock Your Pond!
DELIVERY WILL BE:  

Saturday, July 25
•Carthage 1:15-2:00 @ Carthage Farm Supply

•Sanford 3:00-3:45 @ Carolina Town & Country
Wednesday, July 29

•Graham 11:30-12:15 @ Graham Feed 
•Chapel Hill 3:15-4:00 @ Piedmont Feed 

Thursday, July 30
•Pittsboro 8:00-8:45 @ Pittsboro Feed

•Siler City 9:15-10:00 @ Southern States
•Asheboro 10:45-11:30 @ Southern States

To Place an Order Call
Toll Free 1-800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

(Across river from Gulf ) 

150 Logan Farm Lane
919-776-2277 or 919-776-1898

- Logan Farms - 

NOW AVAILABLE
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Task force hosts community 
conversation on racial justice

BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

In partnership with 
Chatham government and 
nonprofit leaders, the Racial 
Justice Task Force of the 
18th Judicial District hosted 
a virtual community con-
versation last Friday on ra-
cial justice and “the work to 
still be done” in Chatham’s 
criminal justice system. 

The event took place over 
the Zoom video confer-
ence platform from 10 to 
11:30 a.m. and had a peak 
attendance of 170 people. 
During the event, eight dif-
ferent speakers spoke about 
racial justice from their 
perspectives and individual 
expertise.

David Delaney, the task 
force member who orga-
nized the virtual meeting, 
said the group was really 
pleased with how the event 
went. Founded in 2015, the 
Racial Justice Task Force 
works to understand how 
racial minorities are dispro-
portionately represented in 
the criminal and juvenile 
justice system.

“In the course of our 
discussion since last year, 
we have been talking about 
how to find a way to reach 
a broad segment of the 
Chatham County commu-
nity,” Delaney said. “We 
very much thought that 
the discussion, our goals of  
facilitating conversation and 
getting lots of voices into 
discussion was absolutely 
met.”

Task force co-chairmen 
James Williams and Jim 
Woodall were slated as 
opening speakers for the 
event. Woodall, who was 
named a member of Gov. 
Roy Cooper’s task force on 
racial equity in criminal 
justice last Thursday, was 
unable to attend because of  
a meeting with the gover-
nor’s newly formed group.

N.C. Rep. Rep. Robert 
Reives II, Chatham Sher-
iff Mike Roberson and 
Hispanic Liaison founder 
Ilana Dubester were among 
a group of speakers who 
spoke about racial justice 
from their perspectives.

“If you want to see how 

law enforcement should 
operate, look here,” Reives 
said of Chatham during his 
remarks.

Roberson spoke about 
diversity statistics within 
the department, noting 
the department was “way 
ahead” of many other plac-
es but still has lot of work 
to do to fully represent the 
community.

“We are certainly not 
perfect, but I will tell you 
that we aim to learn and we 
know yesterday’s ways are 
not OK for today,” Roberson 
said.

Karen Howard, the 
chairperson of the Chatham 
County Board of Com-
missioners and one of the 
scheduled speakers at the 
event, said she had a strong 
commitment to using her 
role as a commissioner to 
listen to experts regarding 
ways to better support 
Chatham’s communities of  
color.

“Everything that I do and 
say is going to be framed 
by the context that I’m also 
the mother of five Black 
sons,” Howard said. “It 
can’t be that my sons are 
safe because we have the 
sheriff that we have at this 
moment. It has to be that we 
have collectively changed 
policy, changed thinking, 
changed expectations.” 

Howard noted the signif-
icance of the majority of  
speakers being people of  
color and also said future 
policy and spending deci-
sions must be guided with 
the context that all people 
are either “beneficiaries 
or victims of the current 
system.”

“I recognize that all of  
us at this table — everyone 
who has readily joined 
in this conversation — is 
already doing really good 
work,” she said. “But I also 
want to constantly remind 
us that the work has not 
been done well yet. There’s 
a lot that has to be done 
better.”

Other speakers included 
Stephanie Terry, Chatham 
Organizing for Racial Equi-
ty (C.O.R.E.); Mary Nettles, 
president, NAACP Chatham 
Community Branch in 
Pittsboro; Janeallen Wilson, 

director of training, N.C. 
Victim Assistance Network; 
and Del Turner, a member 
of the Chatham County 
Board of Education.

Following the remarks by 
speakers, facilitators invited 
Chatham residents to join 
the discussion over Zoom’s 
chat feature. Before ending 
the meeting, Delaney said 
he would “comb” through 
the chat to be sure to include 
community discussion in 
the task force’s future con-
versations.

“I appreciate this forum 
to have some beginnings of  
discussion, but I want to be 
clear that this is only the 
beginning of the discus-
sion,” said Allen Baddour, 
the Superior Court Justice 
for Orange and Chatham 
Counties.

He added that he’d like to 
see much more opportunity 
for community discussion 
in the future.

“While we are doing some 
good things, there are plenty 
of other things that we can 
and should be doing, and I 
hope we can put that into 
a formalized process that 
builds on what the commu-
nity is looking for,” he said.

Delaney said the task 
force will meet before the 
end of July and thoroughly 
discuss some of the ideas 
raised during the Zoom 
event. He said they are 
continually looking for ways 
both to continue communi-
ty conversations and join in 
the work other groups are 
already doing.

“While I appreciate this 
moment, it is unsettling that 
we are just now having this 
discussion in a significant 
way. There is nothing new 
— we have known the data, 
we have known the best 
practices that are not being 
implemented and we have 
known where improve-
ments could be made for a 
long time,” Williams said to 
close the event. “We must do 
better, we must be better.”

You can view the full 
recording of this event at: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TFFUVuRYwXc

Reporter Hannah McClellan 
can be reached at hannah@
chathamnr.com.

‘WE MUST DO BETTER’
CHATHAM’S COVID-19 TIMELINE

MARCH
March 6: Chatham 

County announces its 
first case of  coronavirus, 
which is also the state’s 
second confirmed case 
after the first appeared 
in Wake County on 
March 3. Both cases were 
linked to outbreaks in It-
aly and in a Washington 
long-term care facility. 

March 10: Gov. Roy Cooper 
declared a State of Emer-
gency in North Carolina 
in response to increasing 
numbers of coronavirus 
cases in the state.

March 11: The World 
Health Organization 
declared COVID-19 a 
pandemic.

March 13: The Unit-
ed States declared a 
national emergency in 
response to increasing 
cases of  COVID-19.

March 14: Cooper 
ordered K-12 schools 
to close for at least two 
weeks, beginning on 
March 16. He also banned 
all public gathering larg-
er than 100 people.

March 17: Two more 
Chatham County resi-
dents tested positive for 
coronavirus, bringing 
the county’s total to 
three confirmed cases. 
The same day, Chatham 
County declared its 
own State of  Emer-
gency. Cooper ordered 
all restaurants and 
bars to close and limit 
themselves to takeout 
or curbside orders only. 
The town of  Pittsboro’s 
state-of-emergency dec-
laration takes effect, too.

March 20: Mayor 
John Grimes issued a 
state-of-emergency dec-
laration for Siler City to 
respond to COVID-19.

March 23: Cooper 
extends school closings 
through May 15.

March 25: Three more 
Chatham residents test-
ed positive for the virus.

March 27: Cooper an-
nounced a month-long 
“stay-at-home” order, 
closing all nonessential 
businesses and limiting 
gatherings to 10 people. 
The order began on 
March 30 and was set to 
expire on April 30.

March 31: Cooper issues 
an executive order to 
prevent utility companies 
(gas, electric, wastewater, 

water and gas services) 
from shutting off services 
for the next two months 
if people are unable to 
pay bills thanks to the 
pandemic.

APRIL
April 8: Four more 

Chatham residents test-
ed positive for COVID-19 
in The Laurels of  Cha-
tham Skilled Nursing 
and Rehabilitation 
Center, a long-term care 
facility in Pittsboro.

April 10: After identi-
fying two more positive 
cases, the Chatham Public 
Health Department part-
nered with UNC Health 
and the The Laurels of  
Chatham Skilled Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center 
to test all residents and 
staff living and working in 
the facility.

April 12: Testing identi-
fied 51 more people who 
had been infected by 
COVID-19 in The Laurels 
of Chatham Skilled Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation 
Center. According to the 
news release, some cases 
may not add to Chatham 
County’s official count 
since some of the nursing 
facility’s staff may not 
live in the county. 

April 14: Chatham Coun-
ty reports its first death 
caused by COVID-19. The 
individual lived at The 
Laurels of Chatham.

April 22: Media outlets 
reporting COVID-19 out-
breaks in several poultry 
processing plants across 
North Carolina, includ-
ing 11 cases in Mountaire 
Farms’ Siler City plan.

April 23: Cooper 
extends the statewide 
“stay-at-home” order 
through May 8. 

April 23-24: Moun-
taire Farms offers free 
COVID-19 testing to Siler 
City plant employees — 
and their families — if  
they had symptoms. On 
April 24, Cooper also an-
nounced schools would 
remain closed until the 
end of  the school year.

MAY
May 5: Cooper modifies 

the statewide “stay-at-
home” order to ease sev-
eral COVID-19 restric-
tions, the first step in 
reopening North Caroli-
na. Retail businesses are 
allowed to open at 50% 
capacity. This modified 

order became effective 
on May 8.

May 15: The state health 
department updates guid-
ance on who should be 
tested for COVID-19. Now 
people with or without 
symptoms who have been 
exposed to the virus or 
are at higher risk may get 
tested.

May 22: North Carolina 
enters the second phase 
of  Cooper’s reopening 
plan, which allowed 
restaurants and personal 
care businesses to re-
open at 50 percent indoor 
capacity. Bars and gyms 
remained closed. 

May 23: The state 
health department 
reported the largest 
single-day case increase, 
which was 1,107.

May 24: Chatham 
County reported 578 
confirmed cases of  
COVID-19.

JUNE
June 6: North Carolina 

again reports anoth-
er record single-day 
increase in confirmed 
COVID-19 cases at 1,370.

June 9: North Caro-
lina updates COVID-19 
testing guidelines in 
response to statewide 
protests over the death 
of  George Floyd and 
police brutality. The new 
guidelines recommend 
that people who attended 
mass outdoor rallies and 
protests should be tested 
for COVID-19, especially 
if  social distancing was 
hard to maintain.

June 24: Rising 
COVID-19 cases in North 
Carolina cause Cooper 
to halt the state’s re-
opening and issue an ex-
ecutive order requiring 
everyone to wear face 
masks in public places 
where social distancing 
is difficult. The order 
began on June 26. Cha-
tham County’s number 
of  confirmed COVID-19 
cases exceeds 900, with 
42 reported deaths in the 
county.

JULY
July 3: The state de-

partment reported the 
highest number of  posi-
tive coronavirus cases in 
a single day: 2,099.

July 8: Chatham Coun-
ty’s total confirmed 
case count of  COVID-19 
reaches 1,000.

See Us For:
Commercial Refrigeration

Heating & Air Conditioning

Sales & Service

LANGLEY
Refrigeration Company

Ph: 742-2777

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

GRADING AND HAULING

Siler City, NC • 919-548-3064

CHRIS CAVINESS

GRAVEL • TOPSOIL • POND • MULCH • FILL DIRT
DRIVEWAY • LAND CLEARING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory 

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!

Find the help you need in the Services Directory of

SMSelectNature’s

1992Creat ing Heal thy Soi ls  S ince

Biological Lawn, Shrub and Tree Care
Fertilization & Weed Control    Shrub & Tree Care

Mosquito Control    Lawn Aeration & Seeding

(919) 240-4239   MySelectLawn.com

First application just $19.99*

*Offer good for lawns up to 10K sq ft. Larger pro-rated

Mention This Ad To Redeem

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO

Homes-Land-Investments

C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com
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Chatham author blends community 
and activism in newest novel

BY ADRIANNE 
CLEVEN

News + Record 
Correspondent

MONCURE — When 
local author and longtime 

com-
munity 
activist 
Judy 
Hogan 
moved to 
her home 
in Mon-
cure in 
1998, she 
felt the 

weight of  her decision.
“When I first moved,” 

Hogan reflected, “they 
wanted to do a low-level 
nuclear dump in our 
neighborhood. And I real-
ly wanted the house. And 
I said, ‘I’ll take the house 
and I’ll fight against the 
problems.’ And it just 
was one problem after 
another.”

Writing, organizing and 
spreading the word about 
“one problem after an-
other” has turned Hogan 
into a Chatham fixture 
who rarely shies away 
from the political side of  
writing. Things are no dif-
ferent in her newest book, 
a novel in her “Penny 
Weaver” mystery series 
called “The Pernicious 
Poll.”

The Pernicious Poll, 
which published July 
15, is the 10th of  Hogan’s 
“Penny Weaver” books 
set in Chatham County. 
Familiar Chatham faces 
and plenty of  southern 
foods dot Hogan’s pag-
es as characters enter 
and exit heroine Penny 
Weaver’s home with news 
of  local drama. According 
to Hogan, the similarity 
to Chatham is not an 
accident.

“The Penny Weaver 
books are cited first 
in a sort of  version of  
Pittsboro, close to the 
Haw River,” she said. 
“And then I moved the 
characters to a new 
home in what was Mon-
cure, but I call it New 
Springs.”

Hogan has had plenty 
of  time to steep herself  
in Chatham — and in the 
North Carolina literary 
community — since 
moving into the com-
munity in the mid-90s. 
She helped found the 
North Carolina Writer’s 
Network and started 
Carolina Wren Press, a 
publishing house that 
later merged with Blair 
Publishing. Her activ-
ism work on various 
environmental issues 
— for instance, fracking 

initiatives, coal ash and 
chemical disposal — has 
earned her local recog-
nition.

“Since I was going out 
house-to-house to talk to 
people about Formalde-
hyde and fracking all that 
stuff; getting signatures 
and putting up signs, I got 
to know a lot of  people 
in Moncure,” Hogan said 
about her activism work. 
“And people would come 
up to me in the post office 
knowing a lot about me… 
Not that everybody likes 
me, but a lot of  people de-
cided I was OK based on 
what they were learning 
and hearing from other 
people.”

North Carolina’s poet 
laureate, Jaki Shelton 
Green, is particularly 
grateful for Hogan’s con-
tribution to the arts land-
scape. Hogan published 
Green’s first collection of  
poems, Dead on Arrival, 
in 1977. The two have re-
mained longtime friends.

“I remember when she 
moved [to Chatham] and 
she was selling bread and 
giving away poems with 
the homemade bread,” 
Green recalled of  Hogan. 
“And I thought, ‘Well, 
that’s a neat way to build 
community.’ But she’s al-
ways created a table that 
was open and welcome.”

“The role of  the writer; 

the role of  the artist, is to 
disrupt and to agitate,” 
Green said. “When I think 
of  agitation, I think of  
cleansing. I think of  what 
happens when we put our 
clothes into a washer. The 
agitation is what cleans. 
Judy has always stood 
for speaking out for the 
underdog, being on the 
right side of  justice and 
protecting the quality of  
health and well-being of  
all citizens.”

As in many of  Hogan’s 
books, her characters 
engage in the activism 
work that she herself  
has undertaken. In The 
Pernicious Poll, her char-
acters wage a legal battle 
against a controversial 
North Carolina voter 
identification law. Hogan 
and fellow activists orga-
nized against the real-life 
legislation that later 
inspired The Pernicious 
Poll — North Carolina’s 
2013 voter ID bill — by 
conducting research and 
communicating new

voting documentation 
requirements to com-
munity members across 
Chatham.

As it turned out, the 
controversy didn’t last 
long. A three-judge panel 
of  4th Circuit U.S. Court 
of  Appeals struck the 
bill down in 2016, saying 
its provisions “target 

African Americans with 
almost surgical preci-
sion.”

Still, voting legislation 
is not the only political 
facet of  The Pernicious 
Poll. Hogan’s book also 
ties in issues of  race, 
environmental stew-
ardship and teenage 
sexuality. Two of  the 
youngest characters in 
the book — an interra-
cial couple — land in 
hot water after engag-
ing in sex too early. 
Even Hogan’s youngest 
characters engage in 
town politics, and the 
environmental scene 
in the novel should be 
familiar to anyone who’s 
lived in Chatham for a 
while. Throughout the 
book, Hogan even uses a 
fictional name to denote 
a “Haw Riverkeeper.”

Emily Sutton, Cha-
tham’s real-life Haw Riv-
erkeeper and a longtime 
advocate for environmen-
tal protection through 
her work at the Haw 
River Assembly, says that 
Hogan’s work helps unite 
both the literary and 
activist community in 
Chatham.

“She is a really great 
organizer,” Sutton said 
about Hogan. “She’s 
really persistent…when 
she hits a brick wall, like 
so many of  us often do 
in this work, she keeps 
pushing. She doesn’t give 
up.”

Hogan doesn’t plan 
on stopping her work 
anytime soon. She’s busy 
writing her newest novel, 
called A Teen’s Christmas 
in Wales. In her spare 
time, she teaches poetry 
and prose classes to other 
writers.

“I’m not selling mil-
lions of  books,” she said, 
“but enough to keep me 
encouraged.”

So You Want to be a 
Writer?

Hogan’s advice on 
inspiration, character 
development and the best 
books

After publishing more 
than a dozen novels and 
multiple collections of  
poetry — not to mention 
helping to start a publish-
ing house and the North 
Carolina Writers Network 
— Judy Hogan has built a 
toolbox of  writing tricks.

“I don’t believe in too 
many rules,” Hogan says 
about her writing. “I only 
have two rules: One is to 
make it vivid, and the oth-
er is to hold the reader’s 
attention.”

Hogan’s own introduc-
tion to writing came when 
she was seven years old 
and caught Rheumatic 
fever.

“That was during World 
War II,” she says, “before 
they had Penicillin and 
antibiotics. They just 
put me to bed for a year, 
and that’s when I started 
writing.”

When she begins writ-
ing a story, Hogan uses 
Elizabeth George’s 2004 
book Write Away: One 
Novelist’s Approach to 
Fiction and the Writing 
Life as a guide to creating 
characters: “She suggests 
that you take each charac-
ter and think about their 
name, what they look like, 
what their mannerisms 
are, what their gait is 
— how fast or slow they 
walk — what their core 
need is...and related to 
your core need is what 
you do when you can’t get 
it,” she said.

Hogan also recom-
mends that writers 
should get words on a 
page as often as possible. 
Keeping a diary, she says, 
can help writers stay con-

sistent in the craft. She 
also recommends reading 
good books:

“Not just current 
books,” she says, “but 
going back even to the Il-
liad and the Odyssey, 19th 
century novels, Jane Aus-
ten and others. And you 
can learn a lot without 
even especially thinking 
about it just by reading 
the books. The patterns 
and ways of  expressing 
yourself  kind of  get into 
your mind.”

Hogan’s Top 5 authors 
for inspiration:

• Marcel Proust
• Virginia Woolf
• Dante (Inferno, Purga-

torio, Paradiso)
• T.S. Elliot
• Ezra Pound
Hogan shares her writ-

ing expertise in her class-
es on poetry and prose, 
which she teaches from 
her home. These days, 
those classes take place 
using video conferencing 
tools. But in those classes 
as well as in her books, 
Hogan tries to remain 
true to her convictions.

“I learned pretty early 
that you can’t please ev-
erybody,” she says. “You 
have to go with the people 
who like what you’re 
doing, and don’t worry 
about those that quit.”

BOOK BRINGS LOCAL FLAVOR

Submitted photo

Pernicious Poll, the latest book by Chatham 
County author Judy Hogan.
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Second Saturdays
Charlie Watson Lane 
1 pm - 3 pm
6/13 
Whiskey Pines 
7/11 
Stone Dolls
8/8 
Southern Voice Trio
9/12 
Brick City KO
10/10 
Rob Matthews 
11/14 
Whiskey Revival

Farmers Market 
8 am - 10 am
6/13 
Robert Watson
7/11 
Will Smith
8/8 
Henry Buckner 
9/12 
Tim Stelmat
10/10 
Robert Watson 
11/14 
Chad Spivey



Northwood’s Pride Club finds 
community during coronavirus 

BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Don-
ning rainbow-colored 
cowboy hats, bow ties and 
assorted bead necklaces, 
a group made up of  most-
ly high schoolers held 
up homemade posters 
in front of  the historic 
courthouse as passersby 
honked horns to join in 
the celebration.

It was Pittsboro Pride 
Day — organized by two 
teenagers and attended 
by more than 30 others on 
June 26.

“I just posted it every-
where I could and got 
people to hype it up and 
tons of  people went,” said 
Caroline Puckett, a rising 
senior at Northwood High 
School who organized the 
event with her girlfriend, 
Lauren Chubb. “It was 
really, really fun. It was 
a huge social distancing 
movement, too, so we tried 
to get everybody to stay 
far apart from each other, 
which was hard because 
people just want to hug 
each other. But I was just 
happy that it happened.”

The event took place 
during Pride month, a 
month celebrated national-
ly to honor the 1969 Stone-
wall Uprising that served 
as a tipping point for 
gay rights in the U.S. For 
Puckett and Chubb, who 
with Jasmine Sedaghtza-
deh served as presidents of  
Northwood High School’s 
GSA Pride Club, the month 
gave them an opportunity 
to come together with club 
members to celebrate their 
identities and community, 
in spite of the coronavirus.

The club hasn’t met in 
person since March 13, 
the last meeting before 
North Carolina public 
schools moved to remote 
learning. In that time, the 
group has kept in touch 
through the social app 
Amino. More than half  
of  the attendees at the 

Pittsboro pride day were 
club members.

“It’s pretty much just 
like any other club, but 
the energy there is great, 
everyone really gets along,” 
Puckett said. “All of the 
kids that go to the pride 
club are inspired by me 
and by my members and 
leaders — they build off of  
each other and learn things 
from each other and It just 
makes me really happy to 
see everybody understand-
ing each other and wanting 
to learn more.”

‘What happens in 
Pride stays in Pride’

Puckett first heard about 
the club from her older sib-
ling, Piper. The first meet-
ings she attended were 
fun, she said, but as time 
went on, the then-leaders 
stopped showing up. It was 
then that Caroline decided 
to take matters into her 
own hands by “reinvent-
ing” the club.

When she joined her 
sophomore year, club 
meetings usually consist-
ed of  playing games and 
sharing pronouns and 
zodiac signs. Now, the 
club meetings are more 
educational and discuss 
various LGBTQ topics 
and identities each week.

“I just sit back, and I 
actually learn a whole lot 
from them,” said Nathan 
Hoover, the club’s advisor 
and a history teacher at 
Northwood. “I don’t want 
to give this false impres-
sion that I do a whole 
heck of  a lot other than 
I learn from them and 
give them a place to run 
their meetings — I look 
forward to it every week.”

Every Wednesday, the 
club meets for one hour 
in Room 508. Topics vary 
from defining pansexu-
ality to learning about 
aromantic identities, and 
after the informational 
presentation, members 
work on art projects re-

lated to that week’s topic 
while hanging out and 
eating food together.

Hoover said the club is 
a great place for students 
to feel accepted and that a 
common expression among 
members is “what happens 
in Pride stays in Pride.”

“Whenever I was ap-
plying for the new job, I 
saw that Northwood had 
their own Pride Club, and 
I just thought that was 
awesome because all kids 
need a safe space to hang 
out, chat and feel wel-
come,” he said. “It’s really 
just a place of  learning 
and acceptance, and I’m 
just so proud that I get to 
be a part of  it.”

For Puckett, who is 
bisexual, leading the 
club has become a huge 
source of  community and 
happiness. She used to 
be bullied because of  her 
identity, so seeing people 
at Northwood support all 
the work she puts into the 
club means a lot to her.

“I have been going 
through my sexuality and 
my gender journey for a 
really long time — it’s just 
kind of  crazy to me that 
all these years later, I’ve 
gotten to this point where 
I’m not afraid of  what peo-
ple say about me because 
I am free and open about 
what I feel and who I am,” 
Puckett said. Some of her 
old bullies, she said, even 
support the club and her 
leadership efforts now.

“I’m like, ‘Yeah, I’m 
proud of  me too,’ for mov-
ing past what I’ve been 
through and becoming 
this leader and symbol to 
continue to fight for my 
human right of  sexuality 
and gender,” she said.

‘I am proud’

On Valentine’s Day, 
the Pride Club hosted 
a school-wide activity 
where students and teach-
ers could write what love 
meant to them in pink 
and purple paper hearts. 
Just one month later, the 
club would host its last 
meeting of  the semester.

Hoover, who was out of  
town for that last meeting, 
returned to his empty 
classroom the first week 
school was canceled to pick 
up some things he needed 
to teach from home. The 
heart notes celebrating 
love no longer hung out-
side his classroom, but oth-
er art projects from past 
meetings remained. And 
on the whiteboard, written 
in large dry-erase-marker 
script, were Sedaghtza-
deh, Chubb and Puckett’s 
names and phone num-
bers.

“If  anybody needs to 
talk, regardless of  what 
their home life is like, 
they can always get in 
contact with them,” he 
said.

This is especially 
important to Chubb, who 
said being in the club was 
important to her when 
she was really struggling 

with her identity her first 
year of  high school.

“Being in the kind of  
environment with other 
people identifying as 
LGBT, or as allies, made 
me feel safe, and I felt like 
I didn’t have to be as like 
anxious or nervous be-
cause I was around people 
who I knew were probably 
going through the same 
hardships and struggles 
as I was and it made me 
feel a lot less alone,” she 
said. “I really hope that 
as the club continues on, 
it can keep making sure 
that Northwood is a safe 
and accepting place for all 
kinds of  people but espe-
cially the LGBT commu-
nity, because there’s some 
difficulties there.”

Though Sedaghtzadeh 
and Chubb both plan to 
help out with the club 
after graduating this year, 
Puckett decided to elect 
another co-president, 
Oliver Ewy. It’s unclear 
when or if  the club will 
be able to meet in person 
next year, but for her se-
nior year, Puckett wants 
to continue growing the 
club, even if  virtually.

At her pride day, lis-
tening to a curated pride 
playlist with friends and 
peers, it seemed possible 
that the community of  
the club could continue, 
even separated by a com-
puter screen or masked 
faces and six feet worth of  
distance.

They’re no longer 
waving gay pride flags or 
wearing rainbow capes, 
but they still find ways to 
celebrate who they are. 
One particular poster at 
the event, marked with 
small hearts in all the 
colors of  the rainbow, em-
phasized the inspiration 
behind both the day and 
the club.

“I am proud,” the sign 
read simply.

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached at 
hannah@chathamnr.com.
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‘I am proud.’ Northwood High School senior Caroline Puckett and recent 
graduate Lauren Chubb organized a Pittsboro Pride Day on June 26 to 
celebrate community and Pride month in spite of the coronavirus.

NEWS BRIEFS
 Chatham 4-H 

members compete 
at district activity 

day virtually 
PITTSBORO — Mem-

bers of  Chatham County 
4-H competed virtually in 
4-H District Activity day 
on June 25.

Chatham County had 
four youth submit entries 
competing with 81 youth 
from across the North 
Central District. The 
pre-recorded presenta-
tions were submitted 
online and presented to 
a panel of  judges. During 
this annual event, the 4-H 
presentation competition 
gives members an oppor-
tunity to practice public 
speaking skills while 
sharing their 4-H projects. 

Stella Goolsby compet-
ed in the senior age divi-
sion in the Careers and 
Entrepreneurship catego-
ry, winning a silver medal 
for her presentation on 
“Building a Resume.” She 
has qualified to move for-
ward and compete on the 
state competition level.

Zva Rodriguez also 
received silver at district 
with a presentation in the 
junior age division in the 
Animal Science category 
focusing on dairy and 
production with her pre-
sentation called “MOOV-

ING, My Steps vs. My 
Cows.” Anna and Joseph 
Wetherell presented as a 
team presentation in the 
junior age division in the 
Animal Science Category 
with a concentration on 
dairy and production. 
Their presentation was 
based on their swine 4-H 
project on “Hog Rotation-
al Farming” and received 
a bronze medal. 

July Household 
Hazardous 

Waste event and 
medicine take back 

PITTSBORO — Cha-
tham’s July Household 
Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
event will be held from 9 
a.m.- 3 p.m on Saturday, 
July 18, at the Waste & 
Recycling Main Facility, 
located at 28 County Ser-
vices Road in Pittsboro.

HHW events are a way 
for residents to dispose 
of  hazardous materials 
safely. Decals are not re-
quired, but residents will 
need to show their N.C. 
Driver License with their 
current address. HHW 
is only for households; 
no hazardous waste 
from businesses will be 
accepted.

At HHW events, the 
county accepts such items 

as oil-based paints, sol-
vents, stains, bleach, aero-
sols, cleaners, pesticides, 
brake fluid, fluorescent 
light bulbs, propane tanks 
and more. For a complete 
list, please visit the House-
hold Hazardous Waste 
webpage or contact the 
Solid Waste & Recycling 
Division at 919-542-5516.

Latex paint is only haz-
ardous when it is in liquid 
form. Latex paint can be 
safely dried out and put in 
with your regular trash 
instead of  bringing it to 
the Household Hazardous 
Waste collection. Ap-
proximately 60% of  the 
material brought to the 
HHW collection is liquid 
latex paint. It is the most 
costly item the county 
collects, so residents are 
encouraged to dry it up 
for disposal. To dry it out, 
take off the lid and let it 
sit outside in a covered 
area. Add kitty litter or 
sawdust to speed up the 
drying process. It does not 
have to be completely so-
lidified- more like a paste.

The Sheriff’s Office will 
also be on site to conduct 
a medicine take back as a 
way for residents to safely 
dispose of  unwanted 
medications. No needles, 
sharps or liquids will be 
accepted.

— CN+R staff reports

Interested in opening 
a business  

in Lee County? 

Applications for the RISE  Program  
are open until August 10th

For more information, visit: www.LeeSBC.com/RISE/

Through the RISE Program, you will develop a  
business plan, which is a roadmap for your business; 
gain insight for financing and banking options;  
understand legal references; and overcome your fear 
of bookkeeping and taxes. 

All this and many other details that are required to 
make your new business a success.

All attendees must apply online. Classes are free, but 
participants must be pre-registered and approved to 
be guaranteed a space. Class size is limited to twelve 
individuals.

 

Saturday, July 18 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

28 County Services Road 
(6 miles west of Pittsboro, off Hwy 64) 

Chatham County residents can bring household 
hazardous items such as 

 chemicals  cleaners  solvents  paint  
 pesticides  gasoline  antifreeze  electronics 

For a complete list of items visit www.chathamnc.org/hhw 

Household Hazardous  
Waste Events 2020 

No trash or empty containers.  
No business waste. 
No decal required.  

Must show NC Drivers License. 

Questions? Call 
(919) 542-5516 

The Chatham County 
heriff s ffice will provide 

a free take back of  
unwanted medicines  

during this HHW event.   
No needles, sharps, or 

liquids will be accepted.  



20 questions and a corresponding number of answers (the finale)
This 

week’s 
talk 
with 
Chef  
Virginia 
Willis 
marks 
the end 
of  the 
pan-
demic 
conver-
sation 

series with many of  my 
favorite, most respected, 
role model chefs.

But just like the virus 
itself, there will be 
more popping up every 
now and then. Each 
time I have a chef ’s 
ear, I will grill them 
(nicely) and share the 
results with you, Gentle 
Reader.  

QUESTION: If you had a 
magical pantry that had any 
item you wanted, regard-
less of season, what is your 
ultimate homemade comfort 
food?

Chef  Willis: There’s 
absolutely nothing like 
a vegetable plate in the 
summer with butter-
beans, corn, tomatoes, 
and okra — all squished 
around with mayon-
naise-tinged juices. 
Fresh butterbeans are 
one of  my favorite all 
time vegetables from 
childhood.

If you could get delivery 
from any restaurant in the 
world, which eatery would 
you call, and what would 
you order?

Wow! This is a hard 
one!

What’s the best new reci-
pe you’ve discovered?

I am in LOVE with the 
Chocolate Peanut Butter 
Frozen Dessert. It’s an 
amazing technique. As a 
Weight Watchers follower, 
I love having an easy des-
sert that’s low in points 
and good. Pretty much 
the trifecta.

Every food person has 
at least one odd, semi-em-
barrassing food-related 
collection; mine is jams and 
jellies and thrift store Corn-
ingware. What’s yours?

I see absolutely nothing 
odd about jams, jellies, 
or Corning ware! I have 
a significant amount of  
ironstone. I have more 
sets of  dishes and white 
plates than one person 
should have.

Is there some food that 
shall never pass your lips?  
What is it?

I’ll try anything once.
What’s the craziest thing 

that you’ve ever had happen 
on TV?

I broke the $10K ice 
cream maker when I was 
on “Chopped.” (I will only 
add that in my rebound, 
I was the only chef  that 
successfully used the 
anti-griddle.)

What’s on the menu for 
your birthday dinner?

My birthday is late 
December and smushed 
between Christmas and 
New Year’s Eve. I prefer 
a simple supper at home 
with friends and family.

Best advice you can give a 
novice cook?

Keep trying, keep prac-
ticing, and keep learn-
ing. It takes practice to 
become a good cook.

Three indispensable 

kitchen tools?
Chef  knife, small offset 

spatula, 6-inch sturdy 
tongs.

Three foods you always 
have on hand?

Hmm. Ingredients? 
Pantry? I’ll respond with 
foods that I always have a 
selection of  because they 
are so important to cook-
ing. Good fats such as nut 
oils, olive oil, tahini and 
butter. Acidic elements: 
lemons, oranges, vine-
gar. I always have apple 
cider vinegar — and have 
started making my own! 

Lastly, I always have 
whatever fresh fruits 
and vegetables that are 
in season in my kitch-
en. Other than salt and 
pepper, you have every-
thing you need to cook a 
fantastic meal.

What’s your Waffle House 
order?

Two eggs over easy, 
well-done scattered and 
smothered hash browns, 
whole wheat toast, bacon. 
And, that just made me 
hungry!

Thank you Chef !
Years ago I went to a 

class on Southern cook-
ing at the late, lamented 
Southern Season. Chef  
Virginia’s friend and 
mentor Nathalie Dupree 
was the guest lecturer. I 
got to spend a little time 
with her both before 
and after. She is kind, 
smart, funny, and a dean 
emeritus of  the South-
ern plate.

The only thing that 
even slightly dimmed 
her sunny demeanor was 
when I called her “Chef.”

She kept saying, “Don’t 
call me chef, I am Nath-
alie!” 

She cooked each 
course, then it was served 
to us. It was summer, so 
the dishes were all chock 
full of  Chef  Virginia’s 
favorite summer produce. 
Even though I’ve never 
liked butter beans, this 
dish was my favorite that 
night.

Because…turns out us-
ing fresh butter beans and 
cooking them for minutes 
rather than weeks turns 
them into an entirely new 
animal.

Who knew?
Thanks, Chef  Virgina, 

Nathalie, and you, Gentle 
Reader, for your time.

Contact debbie at deb-
bie@bullcity.mom.

POLICE REPORTS
CHATHAM COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE 
Trajan Jenkins, 22, of  Siler City, was 
charged July 2 for fleeing to elude 
arrest with motor vehicle, possession 
of  methamphetamine, possession of  
marijuana up to ½ oz., possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, displaying 
fictitious registration, unsafe passing/
yellow line violation, driving while 
license revoked and exceeding posted 
speed. He was jailed under a $7,500 
secured bond with a July 20 court date 
in Pittsboro.

Shawnace Yarborough, 24, of  Pittsboro, 
was charged July 3 for shoplifting. He 
was jailed under a $500 secured bond 
with a July 29 court date in Pittsboro. 

Yarborough, was also charged July 3 for 
damage to personal property. He was 
released on a written promise with a 
August 3 court date in Graham.

Geoffrey Ellis, 31, of  Sanford, was 
charged July 4 for failure to appear. He 
was jailed under a $2,000 secured bond 
with a August 4 court date in Sanford.

Julian Solis Cardenas, 38, of  James-
town, was charged July 4 for driving 
while impaired and possession of  open 
container. He was released on a written 
promise with a Oct. 14 court date in 
Pittsboro.

Tyler Howard, 26, of  Siler City, was 
charged July 5 for failure to appear. He 
was jailed under a $500 secured bond 

with a Aug. 4 court date in Pittsboro.

Janet Baldwin, 56, of  Staley, was 
charged July 6 for failure to appear. She 
was jailed under a $1,000 secured bond 
with a July 22 court date in Asheboro.

Cameron Green, 30, of  Pittsboro, was 
charged July 6 for resist, delay, obstruct 
and assault on a government official. He 
was released on a written promise with 
a Aug. 5 court date in Pittsboro.

Jose Gutierrez, 24, of  Siler City, was 
charged July 6 for assault and battery, 
assault by pointing a gun and commu-
nicating threats. He was jailed under a 
$1,000 secured bond with a July 29 court 
date in Pittsboro. Gutierrez was also 
charged for resisting a public officer. 

In addition, he was jailed under a $500 
secured bond with a Aug. 5 court date in 
Pittsboro. 

STATE HIGHWAY PATROL 

Edy Granados, of  Siler City, was cited 
July 7 for failure to maintain lane con-
trol/no operator license on SR 1151 near 
Siler City. 
 
Collin Hein, of  Pittsboro, was cited July 
9 for failure to maintain lane control/
careless and reckless driving on U.S. 
Hwy. 15 in Pittsboro. 

James Jones Jr., of  Charlotte was cited 
June 10 for failure to reduce speed on 
SR 1731 near Pittsboro. 
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Nathalie Dupree’s Corn and Butter Bean Salad
1 pound shelled butter beans, butter peas, speckled peas or any 

combination, fresh or frozen
6 ears corn on the cob, preferably Silver Queen, kernels and juice scraped 

from cob
1 green onion or scallion, sliced, white and green parts
8 slices bacon, cooked crispy and crumbled
3/4 cup mayonnaise (Good Southern girl Nathalie has a strong preference 

for Duke’s)
4 tablespoons white wine vinegar
3-4 tablespoons chopped fresh thyme
Salt & freshly ground black pepper

Add the beans to boiling salted water, reduce heat and cook about 3 
minutes. Add the corn and cook 1 minute more. Drain the beans and corn 
and run under cold water to stop the cooking and refresh them. Drain 
again.

Gently toss together the beans, corn, onion, bacon, mayo, vinegar and 
thyme. Taste, then season.

Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate at least one hour before serving 
for the best marriage of flavors.

*Variation: Substitute one pound package frozen white shoe peg corn 
or other whole kernel corn (she absolutely does not believe in getting all 
frantic in the kitchen about ingredients or technique).

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Photo courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Chef Nathalie Dupree (left) and Debbie Matthews.

Submitted photo

Nathalie Dupree’s Corn and Butter Bean Salad.

2624 Hawkins Ave., Sanford, NC 27330
(919) 775-5588 • hiestersanford.com

2017 JEEP CHEROKEE SPORT

2017 RAM 1500 EXPRESS

2017 RAM 1500 EXPRESS

SJ908C

S610A

S603

4 Cyl., 4X4, 41K,

9 Speed Auto

There’s no better time 
to TRADE than NOW!

$18,338

HEMI, 4X4, Ext. Cab,

38K, 8 Speed Auto

$27,317

CERTIFIED

HEMI, 4X4, Ext. Cab,

8 Speed Auto

$27,771

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

Available in one gallon bottles by 
the case (4 one gallons), five gallon 

buckets, and 55 gallon drums. 
Large orders by the pallet and save. 

Shipped directly to your facility 
from the manufacturer. 

Free and very fast shipping!
Medical facilities, schools, offices, 

retail spaces etc. 

discountsani.com 
Pandemic or not, we 

have you covered! 
Call or text 919-753-4826

Email: 
sales@discountsani.com
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Subscribe Today 
919-663-3232

Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

             nce upon a time, a very 
             long time ago, the world 
was free of pain, illness, fear 
and sorrow.

In that time, a young girl named 
Pandora was bothered by one thing. 
Nothing should have bothered her 
because the gods had given her 
everything a person could wish for. 
She had good health, smarts, beauty 
and a delightful personality.

What did the name Pandora mean?

             nce upon a time, a very 
             long time ago, the world 

Pandora was bothered by one thing. 
Nothing should have bothered her 

everything a person could wish for. 
She had good health, smarts, beauty 

What did the name Pandora mean?

Pandora heard a small, sweet voice 
calling from the box, “Pandora, 
please let me out.” 

Pandora didn’t know what to do. 
Would this be more pain and 
suffering? But the voice sounded 
so kind. She opened the lid once 
more and another creature came 
out of the box.

This creature had beautiful wings. 
It sparkled and made Pandora feel 
better. This creature was Hope.

Hope could not get the ugly 
creatures back into the box. But 
she was able to bring hope and 
comfort people sick and in pain. 
Hope is still in the world today!

Part 2: Pandora’s Problem

Part 1: Pandora’s World

Part 3: Hope

Draw Hope in this box.

Replace the missing words in the 
next part of the story.

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

D

E

F

G

H

I

R

S

T

Look through 
the newspaper for 

five words that 
describe Pandora. 
Put these words in 
alphabetical order.

Describe 
Pandora

Standards Link:
Reading Comprehension: 
Spelling: Arrange words in 

alphabetical order.

Even though she had so much, Pandora was not 
________ about one thing in her life. She was not 
happy with one particular box.

This was a wooden _______ with a golden cord. 
It had been given to her by Zeus, the King 
of the Gods! When Zeus gave it to her, 
he said, “Never, EVER, 
_________ this box!”

This really _____________ 
Pandora. “How can I have 
a box that I can’t open?”

She ________ at the box every day.

Then one day, she thought to 
herself, “What ________ 
could come from peeking?”

     Pandora quickly 
      opened the ______ 
  to look inside. At that 
  moment something 
  terrifying happened!

  A swarm of _______ 
  creatures flew out. 
  Pandora had let loose 
  _____________ into 
  the world. These ugly 
 creatures were sorrow, pain,
 illness and all kinds of 
terrible suffering.

Even though she quickly closed 
the lid, Pandora could not get the 
creatures back in the box. 
The world was changed forever!

Pandora’s Box is a myth from 
ancient Greece. Myths often tell 
about a culture’s history or explain 
how the world works. Typically, 
there are gods or supernatural beings 
in the stories.

Read all three parts of the myth about Pandora’s Box. What do you 
think people were supposed to learn from this myth?

Which one of these 
boxes matches the 
larger box above?

How many boxes can you find? Have a friend try. Who found 
the most?

Thousands of years ago, the 
ancient Greeks looked up at the 

sky and saw that some stars 
formed groups that reminded 
them of people or animals or 
objects like arrows or crowns. 

They created stories and legends 
about these images. Today, we 
call groups of stars that make 
up pictures constellations.

You can see these constellations 
in the night sky with the help 
of an astronomy book or by 
getting star charts online.

One of the most famous 
constellations is The Big Dipper. 

If you can find it in the night 
sky, it also forms the tail of 

another famous constellation: 
Ursa Major, or The Great Bear. 
Ask an adult to help you find 
The Big Dipper this evening.

Hercules

Swan
(Cygnus)

Dragon
(Draco)

Lyra

Cassiopeia

The Little Dipper or
The Little Bear

(Ursa Minor)

The Great Bear
(Ursa Major)
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Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Curiosity
Some people say curiosity killed the cat. The 
story of Pandora’s Box suggests that curiosity 
causes trouble. Look through the newspaper to 
find some examples of where curiosity was a 
good thing.

Open the Box
One day I came across a 

beautiful box. I opened it 

and out popped … 

Finish this story.

The noun culture means 
a set of shared values and 

customary beliefs.

CULTURE

Try to use the word culture 

in a sentence today when 
talking with friends and 

family members.

The Greek culture

has many stories 
about the gods.

This week’s word:

PANDORA
CULTURE
GOLDEN
GREECE
HEALTH
SWARM
NEVER
WINGS
ZEUS
MYTH
HARM
PAIN
GODS
CORD
JOY

E
D
M
A
W
S
V
H
M

R
C
I
R
W
H
U
Y
P

E
W
E
A
A
C
T
E
E

V
E
R
E
O
H
A
R
Z

E
M
L
R
R
R
E
U
H

N
E
D
L
O
G
W
T
E

A
W
Y
D
A
O
I
L
A

N
O
N
C
E
D
N
U
L

J
A
L
L
Y
S
G
C
T

P
A
I
N
S
A
S
O
H

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.



REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc 

LAND FOR SALE: 7.65 Acres - 
Located approximately, 5 miles 
from Siler City, near Stockyard. 
Would be great for pasture 
land, and/or Residence. Can 
be split into smaller tracts, 
as well. Call: 336-588-2497 for 
more information. N14,tfnx

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2000 sq ft recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS - Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for LWVODC: Advo-
cates For Inclusive and Diverse 
Schools Reopening Task Force 
adults 55 years or older, 1 and 
2 bedroom applications now 
being accepted. Office hours: 
Mon, Tues & Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. 
Call 919-533-6319 for more 
information, TDD # 1-800-735-
2962, Equal housing opportu-
nity, Handicapped accessible, 
A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS Now 
for one bedroom apartments, 
adults 55 years or older. Water 
included, appliances furnished, 
on-site laundry, elevator, key-
less entry. Section 8 accepted. 
$486/mo, no security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
A2,tfnc

FOR SALE
AMERICAN KELSO CHICKS, $6. 
Each. Call Amy at (336) 460-
0325 for details. Jy16,23,2tc

FOR SALE, SIX 28 LB. BOXES of 
Clump and Seal Litter. Sells 
for $15/$16 dollars. Will take 
$9 each. 919-799-2343, No calls 
after 8 p.m. Jy16,1tp

JOHN DEERE LAWNMOWERS, 
LX280, $1,600; GT225, $1,200. 
Both VGC, 919-663-4076.  
Jy16,23,30,Au6,4tp

AUTOS FOR SALE
2002 HONDA ACCORD EX. Runs 
well! New battery, catalytic 
converter, new starter, newer 
tires, 225K, $1,500 or best offer. 
804-301-1515, Jy16,1tp  

AUCTIONEERS
AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS 
at JHA. One Call... We sell it 
all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, A2,tfnc

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, Con-
signments, Benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, A2,tfnc

SERVICES
JHJ PAINTING & PRESSURE 
WASH - Interior/Exterior - Com-
mercial/Residential, Staining 
Decks and Fences - Also home 
repairs. We specialize in all 
your home improvement 
needs! Call John Hayes, Jr., 
919-548-0474, Jn25-S10,12tp 

HENDRICK SERVICE, Lawn Care, 
mowing, small back hoe. Will 
dig up bushes, do storm drain 
pipes, drive way pipe, cut 
trees, clean up leaves. 919-548-
4609, A2,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK – all types, 
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call 
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194. 
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED
HOUSE/PET ASSISTANT NEEDED 
- House cleaning, Care of dogs 
and puppies, helping with com-
puter & paperwork a plus. Must 

be organized, dependable, 
prefer non-smoker, 20-30 hours 
week. Benefits over time. Text 
919-656-2268. Jy9,16,2tc

CDL CLASS A DRIVERS NEEDED 
- Full & part time, Must pass 
drug test. Holiday, medical & 
vacation pay. Need weekend 
drivers also, weekend pay, Fri & 
Sat night, $300 per trip. Sunday 
- Thursday, 265 per trip. Call 
919-770-7385 fr info. Jy9,16,2tp 

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Jane Carroll Livziey having 
qualified as the Executrix of 
the Estate of ROY CARROLL, 
Deceased, in the Office of the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Cha-
tham County on June 17, 2020, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the Estate of 
said decedent to present them 
to the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative on 
or before September 23, 2020, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 17th day of June 2020. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Austin C. 
Vandeveer, 50101 Governors 
Drive, Suite 150, Chapel Hill, 
NC, 27517.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record
50101 Governors Drive, Suite 
150
Chapel Hill, NC, 27517

Jn25,Jy2,Jy9,Jy16,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 270
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of MICHAEL 
RAY KIDD, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before Sep-
tember 25, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 18th day of June, 2020.
Lauren Rebecca Kidd Punch,
Administrator
62 Jubilee Ct.
Clayton, NC 27527

Jn25,Jy2,Jy9,Jy16,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITOR
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
20 E 286
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Administrator of 
the Estate of MARY PATTISHALL 
ALSTON, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
notifies all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to present them to 
the undersigned at his address, 
54 Pattishall Road, Pittsboro, 
North Carolina, 27312, on or 
before the 25th day of Sep-
tember, 2020, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 18th day of June, 2020.
Henry R. Alston
54 Pattishall Road
Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312
GUNN & MESSICK, LLP
P.O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina 
27312-0880

Jn25,Jy2,Jy9,Jy16,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
20 E 287
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of HAROLD E. TRUELOVE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, 
notifies all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at his 
address, 2501 Dockery Lane, 
Raleigh, North Carolina, 27606, 
on or before the 25th day of 
September, 2020, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 19th day of June, 2020.
Dwight Jones, Executor
2501 Dockery Lane
Raleigh, North Carolina 27606
GUNN & MESSICK, LLP
P. O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina 
27312-0880

Jn25,Jy2,Jy9,Jy16,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 16th day of 
June, 2020, as Executrix of 
the ESTATE OF PHILIP H. KOHL 
a/k/a PHILIP HOWARD KOHL, 
Deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 

corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 2ND day of 
October, 2020 or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This, the 2nd day of July, 2020.
MARY S. KOHL, EXECUTRIX 
ESTATE OF PHILIP H. KOHL 
a/k/a
PHILIP HOWARD KOHL
c/o Jennifer E. Dalman, Attor-
ney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717

Jy2,Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,4tc

CHATHAM COUNTY
NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE OF SERVICE
Robert Terrell III hereby notifies 
General Shale Brick Inc, all per-
sons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate; to notice by the adjust-
ments of the court to deter-
mine the orders and judgment 
of claims preceding conditions. 
The mandated trial merits are 
fulfilled formulating issues as 
their prerogative writs. 
Robert Terrell III
126 West Presnell Street; Apt c
Asheboro, North Carolina 27203
(910) 580-9261
Robertintel.o@gmail.com
Self-Represented

Jy2-D24,25tp

EXECUTOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20 E 300
All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
JOSHUA EDWIN MAYNOR, 
deceased,late of 
Chatham County, North Caro-
lina, who died on June 2, 2020, 
are notified to exhibit the same 
to undersigned on or before 
the 3rd day of October, 2020, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This 2nd day of July, 2020. 
Virgilia Elizabeth Barber, Ad-
ministrator
Manning, Fulton & Skinner, 
P.A., 
c/o Ansley Chapman Cella
P.O. Box 20389
Raleigh, North Carolina 27619-
0389

Jy2,Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 277
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executrix 
of the Estate of DOLORES G. 
BRENT, deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
October 2, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 29th day of June, 2020.
Alison Brent, Executrix
250 Columbine St., Unit 316
Denver, Colorado 80206

Jy2,Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 299
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of MARION 
GUTHRIE WILLIAMS, deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or 
before October 2, 2020 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, 
firms and corporations indebt-
ed to the said estate will please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 29th day of June, 2020.
Sandra W. Tysor, Administrator
PO Box 43
Goldston, NC 27252

Jy2,Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,4tp  

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Michael J. 
McMahon, having qualified 
at Executor of the Estate of 
JAMES PROSSER MCMAHON, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 10th Day of October, 2020, 
or this notice will be plead 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned. 
This the 6th day of July, 2020.
Michael J. McMahon
1332 Whisper Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23454
1-757-510-5684
W. Ben Atwater, Jr. 
Attorney at Law
P.O.Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
batwater@pinehurst.net

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,Jy30,4tc

Public Notice
(Including Private/Home School 
Personnel)
The Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA – Part B, 
Public Law 108.446) Project 
is presently being amended. 
The Project describes the 
special education programs 
that Chatham County Public 
Schools proposes for Federal 
Funding for the 2020-2021 
school year. Interested persons 
are encouraged to review 
amendments to the Project and 
make comments concerning 
the implementation of special 
education under this Federal 
Program. All comments will be 
considered prior to submission 
of the amended project to the 
North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. The IDEA-Part B 
Project is open to the public for 
review and comments during 
the period of July 9-23, 2020 in 
the office of Melvin Diggs, Ex-
ecutive Director of Exceptional 
Children Program, located at 
Central Services-South, Rm. 
804, Pittsboro, North Carolina 
27312. 

Jy9,J16,2tc

Town of Siler City Public Hear-
ing Notice
The Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a public hearing 
on July 20, 2020 at 7 pm in the 
City Hall Courtroom located at 
311 N. 2nd Ave. Public hearing 
and Board discussion will be 
conducted on the following 
requests:
1. Gary L. Smith proposes to re-
zone ~3.194 acres to Office-In-
stitutional (O-I) & ~34.033 acres 
to Light-Industrial (L-I). The 
subject property is currently 
zoned Highway-Commercial 
(H-C) (~5.9 acres), Residential 
(R-10) (~14.3 acres), & L-I (~17 
acres). The subject property 
is located along the southern 
boundary of E. Raleigh St. and 
is identified as 1002 E. Raleigh 
St. & parcel # 16864, 16865, 
67041, & 67042.
2. 22 Davie LLC (William F. Mil-
holen) proposes to rezone ~6.65 
acres from Agricultural-Resi-
dential (A-R) to Light-Industrial 
(L-I). The subject property is 
located along the western 
boundary of Harold Andrews 
Rd. and is identified as parcel 
# 66749.
The proposed items are avail-
able for review by contacting 
the Planning and Commu-
nity Development Director 
at jmeadows@silercity.org 
or 919-742-2323. All persons 
interested in the outcome of 
the application are invited 
to attend the public hear-
ing and present comments, 
testimony, and exhibits on the 
above referenced items. The 
Planning Board will meet on 
Jul. 13 @ 6:30 pm to consider 
a recommendation to the 
Town Board. The Town of Siler 
City as an Equal Opportunity 
Employer, invites the submis-
sion of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, but 
are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, pro-
viding taped cassettes of mate-
rials for the blind, or assuring 
a barrier-free location for the 
proceedings. This information 
is available in Spanish or any 
other language upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Hannah 
at 919-726-8625, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344, or nhannah@
silercity.org for accommo-
dations for this request. Esta 
información está disponible 
en español o en cualquier 
otro idioma bajo petición. Por 
favor, póngase en contacto con 
Nancy Hannah al nhannah@
silercity.org o 919-726-8625 o 
en 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344 
de alojamiento para esta 
solicitud.

Jy9,Jy16,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20-E-266
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Yolanda 
Shark, having qualified as 
Administrator of the Estate 
of WILLIAM DENNIS DOWDY, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 9th day of October, 2020, or 
this notice will be plead in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This the 9th day of July, 2020.
Yolanda Shark
Administrator for the Estate
C/O Shanelle K. Edmonds
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,Jy30,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20-E-267
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Phyllis 
Greene, having qualified as 

Executor of the Estate of 
RONALD P. GREENE, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, this 
is to notify all persons having 
claims against said estate to 
present them to the under-
signed on or before the 9th day 
of October, 2020, or this notice 
will be plead in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 9th day of July, 2020.
Phyllis Greene
Executor for the Estate
C/O Shanelle K. Edmonds
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,Jy30,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20-E-168
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Linda 
Childress, having qualified as 
Executor of the Estate of HELEN 
PEELE MASON, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, this is to 
notify all persons having claims 
against said estate to present 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 9TH day of 
October, 2020, or this notice 
will be plead in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 9th day of July, 2020.
Linda Childress
Executor for the Estate
C/O Shanelle K. Edmonds
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,Jy30,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate 
of LORI A. LOVE, Deceased, 
late of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby 

notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
offices of Tillman, Whichard 
& Cagle, PLLC, 501 Eastowne 
Drive, Suite 130, Chapel Hill, NC 
27514, on or before the 9th day 
of October, 2020, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to the estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This 9th day of July, 20202. 
Frederick W. Miller, Executor
Estate of Lori A. Love
Tillman, Whichard & Cagle, 
PLLC
501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,Jy30,4tc

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  

HIRING 

CNA’s
2ND & 3RD SHIFTS

CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm 

for appointment to complete 

application and interview

Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

MARSH AUTO PARTS/TRUCK DIVISION
3700 SILER CITY SNOW CAMP RD.

SILER CITY, NC 27344

Mechanic/Dismantler

Position Available 

Mecánico/Desmanteladore

Good starting 

salary. Excellent 

Benefits, Paid Vacation, 
Uniforms provided. Apply in 

person, contact  
Steve Marsh.

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons having claims 
against FRANK WALTON AVERY 
deceased,late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 9th day of October, 2020, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 

immediate payment. 
This the 9th day of July, 2020. 
Laura Bailey Avery, Executrix
Estate of Frank Walton Avery
166 Legacy Club Drive
Chapel Hill, NC 27517 

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,Jy30,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 35
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

Having qualified as Executrix 
of the Estate of CHESTER RAY 
CHURCHILL, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
October 9, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 9th day of July, 2020.
Dale J. Churchill
4207 NC Hwy 751
Apex, NC 27523
Bagwell Holt Smith, P.A.
111 Cloister Court, Suite 200
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,J30,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 274
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Co-Exec-
utors of the Estate of ROBERT 
F. TRESNAK, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
October 9, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 9th day of July, 2020.
Co-Executors
1. Richard C. Connor
41 Maple Street
New Bedford, MA 02740
2. Lynn C. Sykes
8404 Widmer Road
Lenexa, KS 66215 
Bagwell Holt Smith, P.A.
111 Cloister Court, Suite 200
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,J30,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 292
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of HERBERT 
DEWITT MATTHEWS, deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or 
before October 9, 2020 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment. 
This the 9th day of July, 2020.
Carolyn M. Matthews, Admin-
istrator
PO Box 854
77 Matthews Drive
Siler City, NC 27344

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,J30,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
19 E 579 NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Executrix 
of the Estate of FRED WOODY 
JR., deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
October 9, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 9th day of July, 2020.
Tracy Woody, Executrix
223 Pine Crest Dr
Bear Creek, NC 27207 

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,J30,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 254
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of SHIRLEY COUN-
CILMAN LINDLEY, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, the undersigned does here-
by notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
October 9, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 9th day of July, 2020.
Robert L. Lindley, Executor
410 Victoria Ct NW
Vienna, VA 22180 

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,J30,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 315
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Co-Admin-
istrators of the Estate of RUBY 
BREWER BRADY, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, the undersigned does here-
by notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
October 9, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 9th day of July, 2020.
Co-Administrator
Michael L. Brady
620 Lane Mill Road
Bennett, NC 27208
Darlene B. Brady
620 Lane Mill Road
Bennett, NC 27208 

Jy9,Jy16,Jy23,J30,4tp

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
File No. 20-CVD-351 
In the General Court of Justice
District Court Division 
Saranorah Brooks, Plaintiff

vs. 
Davontay Brooks, Defendant.
NOTICE of SERVICE of PROCESS 
by PUBLICATION 
To: Davontay Brooks
Take Note: That a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the General Court 
of Justice, District Court Divi-
sion, by the plaintiff herein, the 
nature of which is as follows: 
Absolute divorce based upon 
one year’s separation. You 
are required by law to make 
defense to such pleading 
within thirty (30) days from the 
date of the first publication of 
this Notice. If you fail to do so, 
the plaintiff will seek the relief 
sought herein. 
This the 12th day of June, 2020 
Signed: Saranorah Brooks
June 12, 2020

Jy16,Jy23,Jy30,3tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 29th day of 
June, 2020, as Administrator of 
the ESTATE OF JEAN ANNETTE 
WEAKLEY A/K/A JEAN A. WEAK-
LEY, Deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 16th day of 
October, 2020 or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This, the 16th day of July, 2020.
ALAN WEAKLEY, Administrator
ESTATE OF JEAN ANNETTE 
WEAKLEY 
A/K/A JEAN A. WEAKLEY
c/o Shirley M. Diefenbach, 
Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina  27717

Jy16,Jy23,Jy30,Au6,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS OF 
EMMETT MARTIN HEDGEPETH, 
JR
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons, firms, and corpora-
tions having claims against EM-
METT MARTIN HEDGEPETH, JR, 
Deceased, are hereby notified 
to exhibit them to BARBARA 
DUNNAVANT HEDGEPETH, Ex-
ecutrix of the said Decedent’s 
Estate, or to the undersigned 
Attorney, on or before the 
17th day of October, 2020, or 
be barred from their recovery. 
Debtors of the Decedent are 
hereby asked to make imme-
diate payment to either of the 
aforenamed.
This the 10th day of July, 2020.
BARBARA DUNNAVANT 
HEDGEPETH,
Executrix
484 Beechmast
Pittsboro, NC  27312
Walter B. Cates, Esquire
HUBBARD AND CATES, PC
Attorneys at Law

36 Court Street
P.O. Box 679
Roxboro, North Carolina 27573
Telephone: (336)597-2251
State Bar No: 8685

Jy16,Jy23,Jy30,Au6,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 326
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Executrix of 
the Estate of NELSON DELANE 
GOINES, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
October 16, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 16th day of July, 2020.
Delphine Deloris Goines, 
Executrix
245 Patterson Dr
Chapel Hill, NC 27312

Jy16,Jy23,J30,Au6,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
12 E 139
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Administra-
tor of the Estate of JON MAU-
RICE SHAMBURGER, deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said decedent to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before October 16, 2020 or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment. 
This the 16th day of July, 2020.
Albert B. Long, Jr., Adminis-
trator
217 Jason Way
Youngsville, NC 27596

Jy16,Jy23,J30,Au6,4tp

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The Pittsboro Town Board 
of Commissioners will hold 
the following Public Hearing 
on Monday, July 27th, 2020 at 
7:00 o’clock in the Town Council 
Chambers of the Pittsboro Town 
Hall, 635 East Street, Pittsboro, 
North Carolina, to consider the 
following item: 1. Proposed 
Annexation: Northwood MUPD 
(A-2020-02) Annexation request 
for parcels totaling 91.38 
acres located south of where 
US 15/501 & Northwood High 
School Rd intersect, and more 
particularly described with 
parcel numbers 6721, 6722, 
6723, & 91293.
The purpose of the public 
hearing is to provide interested 
parties with an opportunity to 
comment on the request. The 
complete records are on file at 
the Town Planning Department 
located at 480 Hillsboro Street, 
Suite 400, and are available for 
inspection through e-mail.
The meeting will be held 
via Zoom, a teleconference 
software. Instructions on how 
to join the Zoom Meeting can 
be found on the Town’s website 
under the BOC Agenda, Min-
utes, and Audio tab. 
If you wish to make written 
comments, please send them 
to the Town Clerk, Cassie Bull-
ock, PO Box 759, Pittsboro, NC 
27312 or via email at cbullock@
pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m. on 
July 27,

Jy16,1tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Bruce Hall qualified before 
the Chatham County Clerk of 
Court on July 9, 2020, in File 
20 E 234, as Executor of the 
Estate of LYNDA R. HALL, 3845 
McLaurin Road, Bear Creek, 
NC 27207. This is to notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions, as required by NCGS 
28A-14-1, having claims against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the attorney 
designated below on or before 
October 16, 2020, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.  
Payments and claims should be 
presented to: 
Robert Gilleland, Attorney
P.O. Box 1045
Sanford, NC 27331-1045.
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call 
(919) 663-3232 

or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.

com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR 
FOR ONLY
$45 in county 
 $50 outside 

county

would like to acknowledge & thank 
our online advertisers. 

Visit (our site) to connect 
with them!

www.chathamnewsrecord.com

M
McMastersRealty

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

LAND AUCTION Aug 8/8/20 
1pm. 16--1-3 acre lots Gated 
Mountain Communities 
Haywood County, North 
Carolina, 151 acre Mountain 
trac springs, lake sites, 3/2 
home. ERA Sunburst Realty 
w w w. s u n b u r s t a u c t i o n s .
net NCALCo # 10376 
Randy Flanigan NCAL6421 
NCRE274318, 706-207-9436.

ATTENTION DIABETICS!  
Save money on your diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters 
and more!  To learn more, call 
now!  855-667-9944

Recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years old? Call now! You and 
your family may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. 
Call 844-865-6247 today. Free 
Consultation. No Risk.

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. 
NO obligation, NO risk! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-641-0129

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
[350+ ] procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. [Don’t wait!] Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! Call 1-844-496-8601 
for details. www.dental50plus.
com/ncpress 6118-0219

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts.  Call 1-877-
649-1190

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-866-925-
1505

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical 
Community College is now 
accepting applications for 
the following positions: 
Phlebotomy/ Registered 
Medical Assistant Instructor. 
Male Mentoring Coordinator-
Academic Support. Security 
Officer. Instructional Lab 
Technician - AC, Heating 
& Refrigeration. Part-time 
Student Learning Center 
Facilitator/Instructor (Grant 
Funded). For detailed 
information and to apply, 
please visit our employment 
portal at: https://faytechcc.
peopleadmin.com/. Human 
Resources Office Phone: 
(910) 678-7342 Internet: http://
www.faytechcc.edu. An Equal 
Opportunity Employer

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM!  Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become 
a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now!  Grants 
and Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified 
applicants.  Call CTI for 
details!  Call 833-990-0354.  
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing 
aids priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly invisible! 
45-day money back guarantee! 
919-348-4840

COMPUTER ISSUES? 
GEEKS ON SITE provides 
FREE diagnosis REMOTELY 
24/7 SERVICE DURING 
COVID19. No home visit 
necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 844-401-1673

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-855-393-3307 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/nc

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & 

Technology. FREE Installation. 
Call 1-877-920-7405 (some 
restrictions apply)

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today! 
888-351-1231 [Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings 
of $444/year!  Call 866-414-
8635!  (M-F 8am-8pm Central)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers.  Call for 
a free in-home consultation:  
877-898-3840

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit!  
Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 888-910-2201

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

Attention: Auto Injury Victims. 
If you have suffered a serious 
injury in an auto accident, call 
us! Our attorneys have the 
experience to get you the full 
compensation you deserve! 
Call Now: 844-545-8296

BOY SCOUT 
C O M P E N S A T I O N 
FUND - Anyone that was 
inappropriately touched by a 
Scout leader deserves justice 
and financial compensation!  
Victims may be eligible for a 
significant cash settlement.  
Time to file is limited.  Call 
Now!  919-802-7784

Attention Viagra users: 
Generic 100 mg blue pills or 
Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Guaranteed, no prescription 
necessary.  Call 855-890-1647

LOOKING TO EXPAND 
INTO THE COMMERCIAL 
MARKET?? Coatings 
manufacturer looking for 
company to install coatings 
on commercial roofs, in North 
& South Carolina. CALL 740-
656-0177.

LEASE YOUR LAND FOR 
HUNTING. Prepaid annual 
lease payments. $5M liability 
insurance. We handle 
everything for you. Base 
Camp Leasing 1-866-309-
1507. www.basecampleasing.
com Promo Code: 302

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC. Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 844-213-6711

BEACH TIME! Reserve your 
vacation now at beautiful 
OCEAN ISLE BEACH.Great 
restaurants, shopping, fishing, 
white sand. Large selection 
of private cottages / condos. 
www.cookerealty.com 1-800-
NC BEACH

Statewide Classified
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How different will Chatham’s November election be?
‘People need to know about how to vote more than ever before’

BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

It goes without saying 
that for voters and poll 
workers, November’s gen-
eral election won’t look nor-
mal in Chatham County.

Just how different 
remains to be seen, but for 
elections board Executive 
Director Pandora Pascal, 
one thing seems certain in 
the age of COVID-19: an in-
crease in absentee voting. 

In the meantime, as 
COVID-19 continues to 
spread and take lives, both 
the state and Chatham 
County Board of  Elections 
have been working to 
put safeguards in place 
to protect voters and poll 
workers leading up to No-
vember’s general election.

“People need to know 
about how to vote more than 
ever before,” Paschal said.

Paschal said the elections 
board has been working 
on a series of options for 
addressing this year’s 
elections. Though the final 
plans will not be voted on 
until its July 21 meeting, she 
shared several of the op-
tions under consideration. 

For example, there has 
been discussions on expand-
ing the number of early vot-
ing sites in the northeastern 
portion of the county, where 
the population is densest, 
to ease traffic flows in early 
voting sites. The board is 
also considering, based on 
guidance from the North 
Carolina State Board of  
Elections, extending early 
voting hours and potentially 
including Sundays.

The board is also 
changing several polling 
sites on election day so 
that voters can cast their 
ballots safely. The board 
determined that some of  
the polling sites will not 
allow for the safety and 
social distancing mea-
sures required to keep 
both voters and workers 
safe. The Chatham Coun-
ty Board of  Education has 
already agreed to make 
election day a teacher 
workday so that schools 
will be available for poll-
ing sites. And while not 

all the precinct sites have 
been decided, Paschal 
said that voters should be 
aware that their regular 
polling site in their pre-
cinct may change.

In addition, there are 
concerns about having 
enough poll workers to 
manage sites during early 
voting and on election day. 
Typically, polls workers 
are residents who are 
retired and can therefore 
give their time to assist 
voters. That age group 
is also one of the more 
susceptible to contracting 
and falling very ill from 
COVID-19. 

Both the state and the 
county board of elections 
are participating in a 
program called Democra-
cy Heroes. The project is 
encouraging people “of all 
ages” to “protect democra-
cy, learn about the elec-
tions process, serve their 
communities and get paid 
in the process,” according 
to a release from Chatham 
County last week about the 
program. The state has cre-
ated two different “election 
worker surveys” — one for 
adults and one for students 
age 17 and up — to help fill 
poll worker spots. 

At the same time, Pas-
chal said that it’s important 
for voters to “know there 
are options” for voting.

“If  they don’t feel com-
fortable, if  they are high 
risk or just afraid, they 
can request an absentee 
ballot,” Paschal said. 

Absentee ballots are 
those that are requested by 
the voter, mailed to their 
home, completed by the 
voter, then returned by 
mail to the local board of  
elections office. On a typ-
ical year, absentee ballots 
make up for about 5% of  
all ballots cast. Both the 
state and the county are 
estimating that number to 
rise to at least 30%. Paschal 
said that while the process 
is not complicated, it is im-
portant for voters to know 
how to “do it right.”

Nancy Jacobs, an activist 
who lives in the northeast-
ern portion of the county, 
has been working with 

friends and neighbors to 
help in educating the public 
on how to absentee vote. The 
group calls itself “Neigh-
bors for Safe and Accessible 
Voting.” They have created 
flyers and other materials to 
walk voters through the ab-
sentee voting process, from 
request to submittal.

“We made them to 
share with everyone in 
Chatham County,” Jacobs 
said. “We just want people 
to get out and vote.”

Any registered voter can 
request an absentee ballot 
by sending completed ab-
sentee ballot request form 
by mail to the Chatham 
County Board of Elections. 
The form, which can be 
found on the Chatham 
County Board of Elections 
website (www.chathamnc.
org/government/depart-
ments-programs/board-of-
elections), must include the 
voter’s name, date of birth 
and either a driver license 
number or the last four 
digits of the voter’s social 
security number. The form 
also requires residence and 
contact information. 

Residents can request 
their absentee ballot now, 
but the ballots will not be 
mailed out until Septem-
ber. Once voters receive 
their ballot, it is important 
to complete the ballot 
correctly and return it to 
the local elections office in a 
timely fashion. All absentee 
ballots require the voter’s 
signature and a signature 
of a witness in order to be 
considered valid. Also, it 
is important for voters to 
know that it may require 
two postage stamps be-
cause of the ballot’s size.

Paschal suggests voters 
who are unfamiliar with the 
process call the elections 
office and staff can assist 
with the requests. The elec-
tions office also is creating 
multi-partisan assistance 
teams to help voters com-
plete absentee ballots. These 
teams include members 
of both political parties to 
ensure accountability. 

With all the changes and 
final plans still subject to 
change based on addition-
al guidance from the state, 

Paschal said voters need 
“to be diligent” in seeking 
information about where 
and how to vote.

“Don’t wait for the last 
minute to find out where 

you can vote,” Paschal 
said. “Any voter can call 
our office or visit the web-
site to get the information 
as soon as it’s available. 
We want everyone to vote 

and we want everyone to 
be safe.”

Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@
Chathamnr.com.

State preparing for ‘safe and secure’ November election
The coronavirus pan-

demic has touched just 
about 
every 
part of  
our daily 
lives, 
but state 
officials 
oversee-
ing this 
year’s 
general 

election have had a partic-
ular challenge. This week, 
we speak with Karen 
Brinson Bell, the execu-
tive director of  the N.C. 
State Board of  Elections, 
about how the agency is 
adjusting and preparing.

Bell has served as exec-
utive director of the state 
board since June 1, 2019. 
She has worked in elections 
administration since 2006 in 
county, state, and national 
roles. As North Carolina’s 
chief elections official, she 
leads about 85 full-time 
employees at the state agen-
cy, which is charged with 
administering elections and 
campaign finance compli-
ance, overseeing the 100 
county boards of elections, 
and ensuring voting for 
more than 7 million voters. 

She has spent most of  
her career in elections 
administration. From 
March 2011 to March 2015, 
she served as director for 
the Transylvania County 
(N.C.) Board of  Elections. 
Prior to that, she worked 
for five years as a district 
elections technician for 
the State Board of  Elec-
tions, where she supprt-
ed 12 county boards in 
western N.C. in almost all 
facets of  elections.

Before her appointment 
as executive director, Bell 
was deputy director of  the 
Ranked Choice Voting Re-
source Center. In that role, 
she assisted elections ad-
ministrators on a national 
level, providing expert 
testimony and educational 
tools for conducting elec-
tions using that method.

The State Board of 
Elections issued a memo to 
county boards of elections 
on June 1 outlining in-per-
son guidelines for two pri-
mary elections, and you’ve 

indicated updated guidance 
will be provided for North 
Carolina’s Nov. 3 general 
election. What are the major 
points of the guidelines vot-
ers need to be aware of?

The State Board and 
county boards of  elections 
are working diligently to 
make voting accessible, 
safe and secure for voters 
during early voting and 
Election Day in November. 
The safety and health of  
voters and election work-
ers is a top priority for us.

At each polling site, 
social distancing will be 
enforced, and masks will 
be provided for voters 
who don’t bring their own 
and wish to wear one. Vot-
ing spaces will be cleaned 
regularly and stocked 
with one-use pens to limit 
the spread of  any germs.

More steps we’re taking 
include:

• Single-use cotton 
swabs for voters using 
touchscreen devices.

• Hand sanitizer for 
voters and poll workers.

• Face shields and 
gloves for poll workers.

• Protective barriers 
between poll workers and 
voters at check-in tables.

• Special sanitation kits 
at each precinct to ensure 
poll worker protection 
and clean tables, vot-
ing booths and voting 
machines throughout the 
voting process.

• Thorough cleaning 
of  voting sites before and 
after the election.

How will the state and 
local elections boards cover 
the increased costs of addi-
tional safeguards for voters?

PPE costs are being 
covered by CARES Act 
funding received by the 
state. We are also looking 
at in-kind contributions 
and other partnerships to 
help the extend the funds 
to meet demand for these 
materials.

Given the pandemic, 
there’s a lot of discussion 
about voting by mail. What’s 
the state board doing in this 
regard, and how do expect 
this issue to play out? (And 
what’s your forecast on the 
growth in this year’s general 
election in the use of absen-

tee ballots?)
We expect an increase in 

voting by mail for the No-
vember election. General-
ly, absentee by mail ballots 
make up 4 to 5 percent of  
ballots cast in an election. 
For November, we’re 
estimating anywhere 
from 30 to 40 percent of  
ballots being by mail. That 
percentage could be lower 
if  pandemic conditions 
improve between now and 
the election.

We’ve worked with 
legislators and county 
boards of  elections to 
make voting by mail 
easier and more efficient 
for November. House 
Bill 1169 included sev-
eral important changes, 
such as the ability to 
request an absentee ballot 
through an online portal 
and requiring only one 
witness rather than two 
for a ballot.

Federal CARES Act 
funding and additional 
grant funding will be 
used to help administer 
absentee by mail voting. 
This includes the increase 
in postage costs to fulfill 
ballot requests. Also, the 
State Board is purchasing 
high-speed scanners to 
make counting absentee 
ballots easier and quicker 
for the counties.

Any discussion of this, 
of course, brings to mind 
debates about voter fraud. 
How widespread is voter 
fraud in N.C.? What kinds of 
complaints does your office 
receive, and what do you 
typically find when making 
investigations?

Participation by inel-
igible voters in North Car-
olina elections is neither 
rampant nor non-exis-
tent. Most incidents, such 
as double voting or voting 
by ineligible residents, 
such as felons or non-citi-
zens, are isolated and not 
coordinated. Incidents of  
voter misconduct are not 
isolated to any political 
party or geographical 
region of  the state. More 
information about State 
Board investigations is 
here: https://dl.ncsbe.
gov/index.html?prefix=-
Investigations/

Recently, concerns have 
been expressed about 
by-mail voting. We believe 
absentee voting is secure. 
Safeguards are ingrained in 
the absentee voting process. 
Absentee ballots are sent 
only to registered voters 
who request them using 
an official state absentee 
ballot request form. The 
request must be signed and 
includes identifying infor-
mation about the voter, 
including date of birth and 
driver’s license number or 
last four digits of the voter’s 
Social Security number. 
Voters must vote their bal-
lot in the presence of a wit-
ness, and that witness must 
sign the absentee return 
envelope certifying that the 
voter marked their ballot 
and is the registered voter 
submitting the marked bal-
lot. Only the voter or their 
near relative or legal guard-
ian may return the ballot. 
Upon return, the county 
board of elections reviews 
the absentee envelope to 
ensure compliance with the 
legal requirements.

Data on who has request-
ed absentee ballots is now 
confidential until Election 
Day. Criminal penalties 
have been increased for 
absentee voting fraud-re-
lated offenses. Many eyes 
are watching our absentee 
voting process, including 
candidates, political parties, 
county boards of elections, 
political and data scientists 
and everyday folks on the 
ground. If there are anom-
alies or questionable activ-
ities, they will be reported 
to election officials. Finally, 
we have an Investigations 
Division at the State Board 
of Elections that investi-
gates credible allegations of  
elections fraud and refers 
cases to prosecutors when 
warranted by the evidence.

The State Board 
also conducts several 
post-election audits which 
will catch inconsistencies 
that can then be investi-
gated by the board or our 
Investigations Division.

Voter ID in North Caro-
lina, of course, is still not 
required. How has the 
changing landscape of this 
issue affected your office?

In any situation, the 
State Board reacts to 
law changes and adjusts 
accordingly to ensure 
we comply with the 
law. When the law was 
enjoined, we worked 
quickly to inform voters 
that a photo ID would not 
be required for the 2020 
elections. We changed 
language on forms and 
our website where neces-
sary.

N.C.’s political divide 
seems to be growing. How 
does that affect your office’s 
work before, during and 
after election cycles?

The State Board must 
work in the best interest of  
all of North Carolina voters 
and according to state and 
federal laws and court 
orders. Each decision made 
is to improve the elections 
process for voters. Today’s 
political atmosphere, 
combined with social 
media, breed misinforma-
tion about elections, which 
can confuse voters and 
decrease voter confidence 
in the election system. As 
a result, elections officials 
must respond wherever 
possible with accurate in-
formation to ensure voters 
understand the process. We 
strongly encourage voters 
to get reliable information 
about elections from their 
state and county boards of  
elections and other trusted 
sources.

The recruitment of poll 
workers — many of whom 
are retirees, and thus older, 
and more at-risk to ex-
posure to COVID-19 — is 
something you’re working 
to address. How’s that com-
ing along?

Poll workers will be 
vital for the November 
election. We’re expecting 
to need 25,000 to 30,000 
election workers to make 
this election a success.

To assist in this effort, 
we created the Democra-
cy Heroes campaign to 
raise awareness and in-
crease interest in becom-
ing an election worker for 
early voting and on Elec-
tion Day. We’re asking 
interested individuals to 
complete an interest sur-
vey, which can be found 

on our website at NCSBE.
gov and at this link: bit.
ly/2Yh8Aj6

The State Board is 
also working with other 
government, civic and 
educational institutions 
to distribute a flyer to af-
filiated individuals about 
serving as an election 
worker this November.

Recruitment will be 
an ongoing process, but 
it is a priority of  our 
organization heading into 
November.

And finally, can you 
outline what’s ahead for the 
November election? Remind 
voters what they need to 
know (key dates, etc.) and 
how they can vote …

For November, we 
encourage each and every 
voter to cast a ballot the 
way they’re most comfort-
able. Three options will 
be available to each voter 
– in-person early voting, 
in-person on Election Day 
and by mail.

The voter registration 
deadline is October 9, 
2020. Eligible voters who 
miss this deadline may 
register and vote at the 
same time during early 
voting, which is October 
15-October 31, 2020. A 
voter may vote at any 
one-stop early voting site 
in their county. The sites 
will be announced in late 
August or early Septem-
ber.

The deadline to request 
a ballot by mail is October 
27, 2020. The deadline to 
return a ballot is 5 p.m. 
on Election Day. Absentee 
ballots received after 5 
p.m. on Election Day will 
be timely only if  they are 
received by mail no later 
than 5 p.m. on the third 
day following the election, 
and postmarked on or 
before Election Day.

The envelope may be 
mailed or delivered in per-
son to the county board of  
elections office or an open 
early voting site during 
the early voting period.

On November 3, polls 
will be open from 6:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Voters 
must vote at their pre-
cinct polling location on 
Election Day.
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Chatham County Board of 
Elections 
PHONE: 919-545-8500 

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 984 
Thompson St., Pittsboro, NC

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 111, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 

EMAIL: elections@chathamnc.
org 

WEBSITE: www.chathamnc.org/
government/departments-
programs/board-of-elections

ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST FORM: 

www.chathamnc.org/home/
showdocument?id=50995

ELECTION WORKER SURVEY: 
https://forms.office.com/
Pages/ResponsePage.
aspx?id=3IF2etC5mkSFw-
zCbNftGbSu5CXmv0RFtQ9-DB
1johdUOU4xMU5CMzVVVTJBTV
dDN0RGWFBDRkFYVy4u

STUDENT ELECTION WORKER 
SURVEY: www.ncsbe.gov/
Portals/0/Forms/Student%20
Election%20Assistant%20Guide.
pdf

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum


